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PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION—VOLUME X

In comparing this volume with the first edition, not many changes will be found, as

the object of the revision was to correct obvious errors and to make brief explanatory
comments rather that to substitute the editor's opinions and style for those of the
contributors to the archives of the Society. But even this has called for a great amount

of research to verify dates and statements of fact. Only errors obviously due to the
carelessness of copyists or printers have been corrected without explanation: where there
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is a probable mistake, a brief comment, or another spelling of the name or word, has been
inserted in brackets.

The usual plan of using foot notes, was not available, because, by so doing. the paging of
the first edition would not have been preserved and the index to the. first fifteen volumes
would have been of use only for the first edition: therefore the notes have been gathered
into an appendix, each numbered with the page to which it refers.

The work of revision has been done as directed by the Board of Trustees under authority
given by Act No. 62 of the legislature, approved April 25th. 1907.

Henry S. Bartholomew , Editor of Second Edition
State Library , June, 1907.

D. of D. FEB 2 1915

PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION

It is with pleasure that the Pioneer Society of the State of Michigan presents to the
public the tenth volume of its historical collections. The infancy of this society is past,
and henceforward its work promises to be not of an experimental or miscellaneous
nature but of an assured historical character. This fact is attested by the abundance of
valuable historical material already in the hands of the Committee of Historians, and which
continues to accumulate. So abundant has this material become that not infrequently
papers of no little interest must unavoidably be laid aside for future reference and use.
Attention is called to the fact that the present volume, the first of its kind, is made up
entirely out of this accumulated material, the first two hundred nine pages comprising
articles of exceptional interest from several of the most enthusiastic contributors to the
society's collections.
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The balance of the volume is occupied by the “Haldimand Papers,” a small number of
which were published in Vol. 9. Since the publication of the first installment a strictly
chronological arrangement of these papers has been thought to be most advantageous,
as presenting a consecutive and connected history, and those herewith presented have
been arranged in that manner, all documents pertaining to a given year being grouped
together. The great interest of these papers increases with prolonged acquaintance, and
the committee earnestly bespeaks for them a careful perusal by all in any way interested
in historical research. Installments of these papers will appear in several succeeding
volumes.

v

The long delay in the publication of the present volume is greatly regretted, but it is also
hoped that it will receive no less warm a welcome from its expectant friends. To all who
have in any measure contributed to its interest and value the committee returns its most
sincere acknowledgments.

MICHAEL SHOEMAKER, Chairman .
HARRIET A. TENNY, Secretary .

WITTER J. BAXTER, OLIVER C. COMSTOCK, RILEY C. CRAWFORD, WYLLYS C.
RANSOM. Committee of Historians

Lansing , January 27, 1888.
CONTENTS
Page.

Preface iii

Historical Collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society ... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 10 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298¢



Library of Congress

Preface to Second Edition ii

Contents V

List of Officers of the Society, 1874—1887 vii

Autobiography of Henry Fralick 1

Fifteenth Annual Reunion of the Pioneers of Kalamazoo County, A.D. P. Van Buren 3
The Political Campaign of 1840, A.D. P. Van Buren 8

A Quarter of a Century of Teaching, A.D. P. Van Buren. 24

History of the Freewill Baptist Church of Cook's Prairie, John C. Patterson 33
History of the M. E. Church at Galesburg, John S. Martin 52

Early Michigan, William H. Cross. 54

Early Days in Michigan, Alfred L. Driggs 57

The Early Surveys of Michigan, George H. Cannon 60

The Town, of Green, C. D. Randall. 63

The Early History of Horticulture in Michigan, J. C. Holmes 69

Detroit Three Score Years Ago, Ephraim S. Williams 84

Historical Detroit, Henry A. Ford 88

Detroit in 1838, Henry A. Ford. 97

Historical Collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society ... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 10 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298¢



Library of Congress

Detroit Nearly Five Decades Ago. Newspaper Clipping 102

The Gladwyn and Pontiac Fable, Henry A. Ford 104

The Old Moravian Mission at Mount Clemens, Henry A. Ford 107
Watertown Thirty Years Ago, Enos Goodrich 115

The Schooner Mink and Other Items, Ephraim S. Williams 120

Flint Twenty Years Ago, Ephraim S. Williams 121

Retrospection, Ephraim S. Williams 125

Indian Deeds of Real Estate 129

Early History of Elisha W. Rumsey, A. D. P. Van Buren 130

All About a Marriage License, Col. Henry Raymond 132

Legends of Indian History in Saginaw Valley, Ephraim S. Williams 134
Remembrances of Early Days, Ephraim S. Williams 137
Remembrances of Early Days in Saginaw, Ephraim S. Williams 142
Indian Reminiscences of Calhoun and Kalamazoo Counties:
Calhoun County, A. D. P. Van Buren 147

Kalamazoo County, A. D. P. Van Buren. 155

Indians in Kalamazoo County, A. H. Scott 163

Historical Collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society ... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 10 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298¢



Library of Congress

Daily Life, Manners and Customs of the Indians in Kalamazoo County, Mrs. St. John. 166
Vi

Indian Council 170

White Pigeon's Grave 172

Lines Written on the Bank of Pigeon Creek 174

Col. Edward Hughes Thomson 175

Col. Edward Hughes Thomson, Ephraim S. Williams 178
Another Pioneer Gone—Benjamin M. King, James W. King 183
Biographical Sketches, A. D. P. Van Buren 185
Biographical Sketches, Ephraim S. Williams 194

The Haldimand Papers:

Pertaining to the year 1762 210

trrT1763 211

trrT1765 216

"rrT1766 218

nrmm1TeT 222

nrrT1768 230

tenn1769 237

Historical Collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society ... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 10 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298¢



Library of Congress

nrmm1T770 239

nmmmATT71 245

nmmmAT72 249

nrmm1T73 250

nrmmAT74 258

nrmmATTS5 261

1776 261

AT 271

nrmm1T7T78 281

1779 305

nrmT1780 373

"rrT1781 450

"t 1782 546

OFFICERS OF THE PIONEER AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MICHIGAN, 1874-1887
PRESIDENTS

Judge Albert Miller, Bay City April 22, 1874—Feb. 3, 1875

Oliver C. Comstock, Marshall Feb. 3, 1875—Feb. 2, 1876
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* Jonathan Shearer died Sept. 26 1881.
Jonathan Shearer, Plymouth Feb. 2, 1876—Feb. 7, 1877

Witter J. Baxter, Jonesville Feb. 7, 1877—Feb. 6, 1878
John J. Adam, Tecumseh Feb. 6, 1878—Feb. 5, 1879
Michael Shoemaker, Jackson Feb. 5, 1879—Feb. 5, 1880

T
T Hezekiah G. Wells died April 4, 1885.
Hezekiah G. Wells, Kalamazoo Feb. 5, 1880—Feb. 3, 1881

+
¥ John C. Holmes died Dec. 16. 1887.
John C. Holmes, Detroit Feb. 3, 1881—June 7, 1882

Charles I. Walker, Detroit June 7, 1882—June 5, 1884
Francis A. Dewey, Cambridge June 5, 1884—June 18, 1885
Henry Fralick, Grand Rapids June 18, 1885—June 9, 1886
M. H. Goodrich, Ann Arbor June 9, 1886—June 2, 1887
RECORDING SECRETARY

Mrs. Harriet A. Tenney, Lansing April 22, 1874—
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CORRESPONDING SECRETARIES
Ephraim Longyear, Lansing April 22, 1874—Feb. 6, 1878

8§
§ John J. Bush died Oct. 11 1886.
John J. Bush, Lansing Feb. 6, 1878—Feb. 5, 1879

George H. Greene, Lansing Feb. 5, 1879
TREASURERS

#
# Alvin N. Hart died August 21, 1874.
Alvin N. Hart, Lansing April 22, 1874—Feb. 3, 1875

O. M. Barnes, Lansing Feb. 3, 1875—Feb. 6, 1878—

Ephraim Longyear, Lansing Feb. 6, 1878—

MICHIGAN PIONEER AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

BIOGRAPHY OF HENRY FRALICK

TWELFTH [ELEVENTH] PRESIDENT OF THE MICHIGAN STATE PIONEER SOCIETY

Hon. Henry Fralick. Grand Rapids, is a native of New York, and was born at Minden,
Montgomery county, on the 9th of Feb., 1812. His father, Abraham Fralick, originally from
Columbia county, N. Y., was a captain in the war of 1812. His grandfather was one of a
family of 15 boys, 11 of whom were engaged in the revolutionary war, in which four of
them were killed; of the seven who returned, all were wounded. His mother was Mary E.,
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daughter of Henry Keller, of Minden, N. Y., who was quite prominent in the community,
having been a member of the assembly and the senate of the State. Mr. Fralick received
his education in the district schools of his native county and in Wayne county, where his
father removed in 1824. The next three years were spent in assisting with the work on the
farm, at the end of which time the family removed to Plymouth, Mich. In 1829 he left home
to seek his fortune; going to New York, he worked on a passenger boat of the Erie canal
for two years, becoming captain of the boat the second year. In 1832, at New Bedford,
Mass., he shipped as a hand before the mast, on a whaling vessel bound for the South
Atlantic and Indian oceans. On this voyage he was gone two years, touching at a great
many different points, and bringing home a full cargo of whale oil and bone. In 1834 Mr.
Fralick shipped as third mate in a merchant vessel bound for Rio Janeiro and other parts
of South America. He was gone on this voyage about seven 2 months, after which he was
engaged for another year on several coasting vessels, when he returned to Michigan. In
1836 he went to Detroit and became clerk at the Michigan Exchange, the principal hotel in
the city. Here he remained nine months, when he returned to Plymouth, and became clerk
in the store of Henry B. Holbrook. In 1838 he bought out Mr. Holbrook's stock of dry goods,
and engaged in business for himself. In a few months he took in as partners Messrs.
Austin and Penniman, the firm name being Austin, Fralick & Co.; and, after carrying on
this business for three years, sold his interest, bought a lumber mill, and built a flour mill.
After two years he sold his mills to Mr. Austin and again engaged in the sale of dry goods.
In 1860 Mr. Fralick sold his store and goods. About a year and a half afterwards he came
to Grand Rapids, where he bought out the interest of Mr. Aldrich in the bank of Ledyard &
Aldrich; the firm then became Ledyard & Fralick, and as such carried on a very successful
banking business for about five years, when it was dissolved, and the City National Bank,
of Grand Rapids, was organized, since which time Mr. Fralick has been a stockholder and
director of this bank.

Upon the firing on Fort Sumter. in 1861, he, with his brother and Mr. Penniman, raised,
equipped and filled the muster-roll of the first company in the State. which enlisted for
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three years: and throughout the rebellion he gave his energy and means to aid the
government in its vigorous prosecution of the war. In 1867 he again bought a stock of
goods, and engaged in the mercantile trade for about two years, when he sold out to Mr.
Remington and began the real estate business, in which he still continues. In 1872 he,
with others, formed the Grand Rapids Chair Company, with a capital of $300,000. Of this
company he was director for three years and president two years, when. on account of
press of business, he resigned. Mr. Fralick has been justice of the peace, supervisor and
county auditor. He has served for thirty years as a school officer, and for four years as
president of the board of education of the city of Grand Rapids. He is and has been a
trustee and the treasurer of Olivet College for the last six years, and has been a member
of the legislature for three different terms. In 1850 he was a member of the constitutional
convention, which formed the present constitution of the state; and in 1853 he was elected
state senator and was appointed chairman of the select committee on the Maine law
guestion. He presented to the senate a petition, with 100,000 names annexed, in favor of
the passage of the Maine law in Michigan, and in pursuance thereof he presented a bill
which, after amendment, became a law. In 1871 he was appointed by the governor of the
state a member of the relief committee for the distribution of the funds sent to help those
who were sufferers by the fire which had devastated the 3 western part of Michigan. To
the duties of this committee he devoted, gratuitously, seven months of his time; and the
self-sacrificing labors that he put forth in behalf of these sufferers can never be forgotten.
In 1875 he was again appointed by the governor one of the state board of managers to
represent Michigan at the national centennial exposition, to the discharge of which duty he
devoted about ten months; and it was largely to his continued and successful efforts that
the state of Michigan owes the prominence which she held at the exposition. He has been
for many years a member of the executive committee of the State Agricultural Society, and
its president for two years; also a member of the State Pioneer society for a number of
years, a member of its executive committee four years and its president one year.
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In 1837, on the 23d of May, he was married to Corinna A., daughter of Henry Lyon, who
was one of the first settlers of the town of Plymouth, Mich. Mrs. Fralick died on the 16th of
October, 1840. On the 22d of April, 1842, he married Jeannette Woodruff, of Plymouth,
Mich. They have four children, one son and three daughters. Being highly regarded for
the soundness of his judgment, and ever ready to help by his influence and counsel,

he has held for eight years the position of president of the board of trustees in the First
Congregational church of Grand Rapids. In the public career of Mr. Fralick, every step is
marked by conscientious effort, based on principle. Emphatically, he is a man of energy,
sterling integrity, and unselfish generosity. A portrait [frontispiece] of Mr. Fralick may be
found in this work.

FIFTEENTH ANNUAL REUNION OF THE PIONEERS OF KALAMAZOO COUNTY AT
AUGUSTA, AUGUST 9, 1886

ADDRESS OF WELCOME AND RESPONSE—SECRETARY'S REPORT

The 15th annual reunion of the Pioneer Association met at Augusta to-day at 11 o'clock.
Eight well filled cars left this city at 10:30 this morning. 4 The day was very fine and all
went merry as could be asked for. The train stopped at Comstock and Galesburg and
arrived at Augusta at 11 o'clock. Here a cordial welcome was given the visitors. The
streets were spanned with an arch of welcome, the stores and houses were decorated,
flags were displayed, the band played and the people turned out to greet the visitors.

In a little while a large company gathered at the grove on the hill where a platform
was prepared for the speakers, seats for the audience, tables for the dinner and other
conveniences for the guests. After a short season of visiting the oral exercises began,
opened by music. Then followed the invocation. Then Hon. E. W. Hewitt delivered the
following address of welcome:

“ Ladies and Gentlemen, and the Pioneers of Kalamazoo County:
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Upon me has fallen the pleasure of welcoming you, and of thanking you for your presence
upon this appointed day.

We will try hard to prove our appreciation of your kindness by doing our best to make the
day an agreeable and happy one; a day to which you may look back without a feeling of
regret, and with bright hopes of a future reunion.

We came here young, now we are old with not many years before us.

We have had our joys and our sorrows in the years that have passed, but let us banish
from our hearts all sad and sorrowful memories and enjoy the pleasures of to-day with
all the spirit of 50 years ago. Again, let me bid you a hearty welcome in the name of our
townsmen.

To which President Williams gave this response:

In behalf of this audience and the Pioneer Association | take great pleasure in tendering
our earnest and hearty thanks to the friends and good people of Augusta for their
courteous reception and untiring efforts to make this occasion everything desirable and
long to be cherished in our memories; we are placed under many obligations for the
privileges of this meeting in this social capacity in this beautiful grove, arranged for the
enjoyment of all present. And who among us is not alive to the sweet associations that
give tone and vigor to life? for that is the object of this meeting in part, to mingle our voices
together in the common bond of brotherhood. | see around me here to-day familiar faces
of 50 years ago, of those who have been side by side with us from youth's manhood to old
age. May it not be pertinent for us to ask. where on the dial plate of time are we to-day?
Far over the ridge and noon-time of human existence; our history made up, and departure
at hand. Thus it is through all ages, ranks and conditions. This great culmination of human
life is being constantly repeated and again replenished by troops of succeeding pilgrims,
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and when we are all gathered 5 home to our fathers the world in its routine will move on
until the fiat vibrates from shore to shore that time will be no more."

The secretary then read his annual report:

Again we are met in annual reunion, once more to greet each other once more to say “hail
and farewell!” perchance again and again to meet—just as likely to meet no more upon
this shore of time—one of us to fall, it may be. in the pathway homeward, another to live
beyond the period when all his companions shall have passed the portals into the land
beyond. * * * The way of this our world-pilgrimage is full of uncertainties and mystery. Not
only the incoming and outgoing of life are hidden with a manifold veil, but even the short
path itself. As around the Egyptian temples, so around the greatest of all temples Sphinxes
lie; and reversing the Sphinxes, he only solves the riddle who dies.

Since our last meeting with the farmers' harvest festival at Vicksburg, so pleasantly
remembered—one of the most delightful meetings of the many that have been held since
the first reunion at Kalamazoo in 1871—quite a number of the pioneers have bowed their
heads, closing their eyes to earthly scenes, and joined the countless host that no man
can number in that rays. terious realm beyond man's ken, seen only with thee eye of
faith. Among these are many whose existence has been very useful and honorable—men
and women, the aged and the youthful. the good, the true and the beautiful, who have
contributed their share to the substantial benefits, as well as the sweet amenities of life,
whose place can never be filled to those most intimate with them—Iives precious to the
presence and the well-being of kindred and friends and to the world. There have been
fewer, it is true. in the twelve months, of great names and of persons of the higher ranks
and spheres of political and social matters than in the year before; yet not less useful or
beloved in (heir own circle of acquaintances and in their familiar places in the home and
neighborhood that have known and esteemed them. Among these are John |I. Hogeboom,
aged 75 years; Dr. Melancton Freeman, 86 years; Preston I. McCreary, 80 years; George
N. Goodrich, 61 years; Joseph Skinner, 84 years: Horace Sawyer 79 years; Eli Johnson
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88 years; Harriet Watts, 85 years; Benjamin F. Smith, 82 years; Peter Kniss 98 years;
Philo D. Clark, 71 years; J. B. Ide Clamax. 70 years; Mrs. Alonzo Thompson, Charles
Culler, 74 years; Rev. Samuel Boyles; Richard S. Gagee, in Missouri. Oct. 20; Dan Frank,
Kansas City, 53 years; Hamilton Wyman, 79 years; Dr. Chapin (though not a pioneer
exactly) was a well-known and long time citizen; Bushrod Spaulding; John Coleman at
Wayland; Elizabeth Carroll, Kalamazoo, 100 years.

At this time it is well to recall the views of Hon. Stephen F. Brown at the 6 last reunion to
continue the annual meetings of the pioneers of this county, and at each and all of them
to tell again and again the story of the early settlement of this county and to recount the
bravery and endurance, the privations, the patient and unremitting labors of the pioneers,
men and women, and the noble, unselfish, honest and sterling character, who all were
helpful to each other, making common cause of difficulties, sharing each other's trials,
disappointments, and sorrows, and rejoicing, too, with those who were successful as if
they were members of one family. In the meetings which have been held heretofore very
much of the history of those early days and very many of the names of the hardy pioneers,
founders of our present prosperity, have been rescued, and placed upon the printed page
for those who came after them to read and to admire.

By an amendment to the constitution of our society the election of officers is to be held

at the annual reunion. That election will therefore take place at the close of the meeting,
and | would suggest that a committee be appointed by the meeting or by the chair, as you
may deem proper, to recommend officers for the ensuing year. It might be well to appoint
that committee now. to give them time to confer and report at the close of the meeting.
The officers are president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, historical committee and
executive committee. With these suggestions | will close the report.

Thereon F. Giddings gave in a clear voice his recollections of early Ross. We give below
an outline of this interesting paper.
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In opening, Mr. Giddings made some amusing remarks touching his debut as a public
speaker, as this was his first endeavor, “but in making such an attempt,” he said, “I had
rather trust myself near the spot where | learned my A B C's, feeling that you who knew
me in boyhood days, and you who have been my friends in manhood as well, would
excuse any shortcomings in my oratory while giving you a man's recollection of boyhood
days spent in Augusta and vicinity 35 years ago.” He claimed to be a pioneer, though the
county had a good start, and these old fellows had been here before him; “but | came

just as soon as | could, and that was just as soon as any pioneer got here. | was even
worse off than the pioneer who boasted that when he came here he had but one shirt to
his back. | did not have even that article of wearing apparel.” He began his career here
on Christmas day, 1843, in a family then “living on the territorial road over across the river
there in Charleston; | concluded to stay and be one of the family.” * * * “My father and
mother moved from their farm in Charleston to Augusta in the spring of 1847. Augusta was
not much of a town in those days. People were few and the houses decidedly scattered,
but like some larger cities of 7 this day rents were scarce. My father found a habitation
then located about where T. C. Wood's store now stands. It was not large but the rooms
were as good as a palace. My memory for two or three years succeeding that date is
rather imperfect for reasons of infirmities of age (at that time), but | know that the leading
and only mercantile establishment was kept in the exchange building by Caleb Kirby. |
think the Augusta mills were being built and ‘Clipnockee’ had great expectations during
those halcyon days. About 50 my intellect began to clear and | became a man about
town.” Mr. Giddings then devoted considerable space to a description of the centers

of trade and business firms. Augusta in those days was not even a flag station on the
railroad, for there was no flag. If any one had ambition or money enough to get away from
town and take a ride on the strap rail, they stopped the train by getting on the track and
swinging hat or bonnet as a signal for a halt. There was no passenger house needed, and
the freight house was anywhere along the track between the bridge and the west switch.
Sprague's store was the headquarters for all the news and gossip, and Fullerton's shoe
shop served as a temple of justice. The people seemed to exist without churches, and
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education was imparted by Seth Pratt and L. L. McCloud in the old school-house. The
speaker alluded in serio-comic sentences to the old quaking and at times submerged
bridge, a band of Indians, to Jed Thompson (afterwards a valued locomotive engineer on
the Central), the track walker, to spike down the snake-heads on the railroad. Mr. Giddings
mentioned a number of the farmers and the improvements on the east and south side of
the river, the Burdicks, Bushes, Cockes, Crosby, Whitford, Bloss and others. In turn the
speaker gave a pretty full description of the sections all about Augusta and the names of
the farmers, even to Ross Center, at that time and for years the voting place of the town.
He concluded his paper as follows:

“The boys of those days were all good boys. They had to be, because good-sized hazel
bushes grew close to town. The most of them grew up to manhood and took up the
journey of life far from these scenes. A few yet remain, substantial men in this their
childhoods home. Of those that were men when we were boys, few remain; the majority
have passed away to their final home and those that are left are living on borrowed time.
Soon those original pioneers will be all gone, and then we boys must take up the burden
and be the old men and the pioneers for the boys that come after us. May our record be as
clear, and their veneration for us be as deep, as ours towards those that preceded us.”

Godfrey Knight, who with other pioneers was on the platform, was introduced to the
audience. Mr. Knight it is claimed is 100 years old, and is certainly a very active man

for such an age. Rev. J. T. Robe, the first Methodist 8 minister in the County, was also
present on the stage, as well as a score of others. Mr. Allen Smith, one of them, was
introduced and sang a song, “In this hour of earnest labor,” in a clear voice, though more
than 80 years of age.

THE POLITICAL CAMPAIGN OF 1840, WITH INCIDENTS, ANECDOTES, AND
RECOLLECTIONS OF ITS DISTINGUISHED EDITORS AND ORATORS, NORTH AND
SOUTH
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BY A. D. P. VAN BUREN

The following is the admirable paper read at the pioneer reunion at Augusta by A. D. P.
Van Buren, August 9, 1886. It was prepared at the request of the State Historical Society.
All who remember that campaign will recognize how faithful is the presentation Mr. Van
Buren has given:

Mr. President, Pioneers and Fellow Citizens:

The early settlers in this State fought their great battle in the wilderness, during the first
pioneer decade. At the close of that decade was fought one of the greatest political battles
known in the history of American politics. This battle resulted in the great whig victory of
1840.

This campaign was distinguished by a masterly coup d'etat of the whigs, that enabled
them to get into power once more. The controlling thought of the whig leaders at the outset
was to secure an available candidate for the presidency. Availability in a presidential
leader was the inspiring motive of the party. Here a great difficulty met them. Henry Clay—
the “gallant Harry of the west”—the undisputed head of the whig party, must be disposed
of. If nominated he could not be elected. The time had come with him, as it had in previous
years with William H. Crawford, “his very eminence had become fatal to him: He was
formidable to all candidates, and all combined against him.” Hence the gallant old whig
leader, by some strange mixture of whig “algebra and alchemy,” was disposed of. For, in
the nominating convention, Gen. Scott got 16 votes, Henry Clay 90 and Gen. Harrison
148.

9

From the beginning of this campaign a bitter political contest was expected—the severest
known in our country. The previous success of Gen. Jackson had taught the whig leaders
that the military element not only gave eclat to his cause, but gave it an impetus that
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nothing else could. Consequently in selecting “General” William Henry Harrison an “odor
of gun-powder” would constitute an attraction to rally the masses; and, in the smoke of the
coming battle, the enemy would not be able to discover that their nominee did not have the
civil qualifications, nor the brilliant military fame, that Gen. Jadkson possessed. But, should
they be able to discern this weakness, the statesmanship of John Tyler, the nominee for
vice-president, would, by association and reflection, east its glamour over their leader, and
they would work up and reproduce his war record so as to dazzle the American people
with the military fame of their presidential nominee. On the other side, Mr. Van Buren's late
administration had been very acceptable to his party, and he was renominated with the

full assurance of a re-election by the people. The old whig and democratic parties at that
time were in the zenith of their political power and prestige. Noble old foes, they had met
to decide on this chosen battlefield whether a whig or a democratic president should be

at the head of our national affairs for the next four years. Never was a name chosen for a
political battle cry with such a magnetic power to electrify and arouse the masses, as the
whig shibboleth of “Tippecanoe and Tyler too.” It had the rallying power of “Old Fritz,” on
the Prussian soldiers, or “Vive 'Empereur,” in Napoleon's day on the French people. This
battle cry was first happily introduced in song by Gert. Louis Grinier, who wrote most of the
whig songs for this campaign. It was, you remember, in the famous song beginning:

“Oh what has caused this great commotion—motion, motion, our country through? It is the
ball that's rolling on For Tippecanoe and Tyler too, for Tippecanoe and Tyler too; And with

them we'll beat little Van Van, Van—Van. Oh he's a used up man, And with them we'll beat
little Van.”

This song was sung throughout the land. Its liquid notes rolled off the tongues of the
singers into the hearts of the people. A very learned and a very wise man has said, “Let
me make my country's ballads and | care not who makes her laws.” Here the making
and the singing of whig ballads made a president of the United Stares and the law-
makers of the land. If the whig orators were inspired for the occasion, and carried the
multitude by the irresistible power of their eloquence, Apollo himself seemed to have
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given the whig poets and singers the captivating power of song that carried everything 2
10 before it. Never before had the people been so influenced by the songs of a political
campaign. Ossian E. Dodge of Boston, the celebrated singer, was hired to make a tour

of the country and sing at the whig meetings. He came into Michigan with Frank Granger
of New York, and sang at a mass meeting in Marshall. In addition to this, Mr. Van Buren
and the democratic party had two powerful influences against them, each strong in itself,
but truly powerful when united. One was the entire whig party acting as a determined
body, the other was “the large league of suspended banks, headed by the bank of the
United States,” which was desperately in earnest to beat back the democrats and get

a national charter. The surest way to do this was to elect a whig president. Money, in
political campaigns as well as in war, must furnish the sinews of strength. By mutual
support the banks were able to pass their notes as money, and not being subject to
redemption it could be furnished without constraint. Consequently the whole interest of this
great moneyed power was directed against the democratic party. The press was bought,
the debtors were intimidated, and the business pursuits coerced, while the poor man was
flattered and cajoled by promises of better times, of speedy reaction in labor which would
give him $2 a day and plenty of work. This constituted the soul of whig stock—promises of
higher wages and better times.

Then they began a system of fault-finding with, and charging of political crimes against,
the democratic party. The spirit of grumbling and fault-finding inspired both whig orator and
poet. And they always ended their complaint against the democrats with glowing promises
that were addressed to all business pursuits and personal interests of the community.
They shouted and sung higher wages to the laboring man. “Two dollars a day and roast
beef,” and a hundred other like phrases, calculated to catch the ear, move the heart, and
fire the passions of the masses. They harangued the people and made them believe that
Mr. Van Buren's re-election would be the downfall of all prices, the stagnation of all trade,
the destruction of all labor, and the ruin of all industries. The phrases given out by whig
speakers in congress were caught up and re-echoed by the editor and stump-speaker,
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and made the inspiring theme of song for the hustings. The newspapers in all the trading
districts kept the people stirred up with such advertisements as these: “The subscriber
will pay six dollars a barrel for flour if Harrison is elected, and three dollars if Van Buren
is. The subscriber will pay five dollars a hundred for pork if Harrison is elected, and two
dollars and a half if Van Buren is.” And so on through the whole catalogue of marketable
articles, and through the different kinds of labor. And these advertisements were signed
by responsible men, large dealers in the articles mentioned, who were able to fix the
market for them. Thus the business, the prosperity, the pecuniary interests, 11 and the
hopes of the laboring man were all to bud and blossom and yield abundant fruit in the
political E1 Dorado that was to be inaugurated if Harrison was elected. No inducements
were spared to influence the passions and the imaginations of men. The democrats
taunted the whigs with their nominees's having lived in a “log cabin” and drinking hard
cider as a beverage. The whigs seizing the words, adroitly put them to their own use, and
gave them a talismanic power in the campaign that the “little magician” was not able to
withstand. Immediately the terms “log cabin,” “hard cider,” and “coon skins” were taken
as symbols of the party, and to express its identification with the poorest and humblest
of the people. Then began the monster processions and parades. An old campaigner of
that time exclaims. “Oh, it were worth five years of peaceful life to have witnessed the
scenes that were then enacted!” Log cabins, as if by the power of magic, sprung up in
the crowded marts of the great cities, in the large towns, and in all the small hamlets and
cross-roads throughout the country. Each rough cabin was ornamented with coon-skins
like the frontier hut, while the cider barrel, with the gourd dipper in it, was free to all who
wished to drink. These rude cabins, thus fnrnished, were the tabernacles to which all

the people were invited to come. They were the headquarters of “whiggery;” each cabin
being a recuiting office where the young and old were treated to hard cider, sworn into
service and joined the crusade against the democracy. It was by these public gatherings
that the ranks of the whigs were increased, and their doctrines spread over the land. The
whig orators and their singers went from place to place like modern revivalists, in Moody
and Sankey style, trying to convert democratic sinners from the errors of their ways over
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to the pure doctrines of whiggery. Log cabins on wheels drawn by ten or fifteen yokes

of oxen, that were tricked off with ribbons, whig banners and gewgaws, and canoes on
wheels ornamented in a similar manner, were a picturesque part of the processions.

The great orators, the Websters, Clays, Prentisses, McDuffies, the Corwins and Ewings
addressed the great mass meetings, while the lesser ones harangued the people in the
small towns and at the gatherings in the rural districts. The power was practically in the
hands of the politicians, and it can truthfully be said that the campaign of 1840 produced
more politics to the acre than any ten years before or since in the history of this country.
For this campaign was the greatest thing that American politics ever did. At Dayton, Ohio,
a whig gathering covered ten acres by actual measurement, and the people, like Xerxes's
army, were too numerous to be counted. A whig flag floated over almost every house in
the city, and every flag denoted free access to the building over which it waved. A rough
estimate of the gathering put it at from 90,000 to 100,000 people. Gen. William 12 Henry
Harrison, the whig candidate, was there and addressed this mass of enthusiastic whigs.
The south, chagrined because Clay was not nominated for president, entered slowly into
the campaign, but eventually threw her whole power into it.

The political oratory of that day accomplished ten-fold more than does the stump speaking
of to-day. There were but few newspapers then, and the influence of the orators was
supreme when compared with what it is in these times.

This famous political campaign, like those of other presidential elections, had its comic
side. And should some of our ambitious authors study the newspapers of those times a
mass of genuine wit and humor could be collected. The elequent and brilliant speeches,
the songs that accompanied them, the jokes, the travesties, anecdotes and satire, would
fill volumes.

At the head of the whig journalism of that day was Thurlow Weed, the Warwick of
American politics. As editor of the Albany Journal he exerted a powerful influence in this
campaign, and the great whig victory was largely due to him. He had, in Edwin Croswell,
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democratic editor of the Albany Argus, a foeman worthy of his steel. Albany at that time
was the center of New York journalism.

Gen. James Watson Webb was the Roland of the whig press in New York city, and did
good work for the whig cause as editor of the Courier and Enquirer. But he found his Oliver
in Moses Y. Beach, democratic editor of the New York Sun. And the General also found,
that, after his duel with Beach, he was lamed in one leg for life.

William Cullen Bryant was at this time an able, reliable democratic editor of the New York
Evening Post; while James Gordon Bennett, editor of the New York Herald, was then as
ever after, a trimmer and espoused any party's cause out of which he could make the most
money. But to Horace Greeley must be assigned the post of honor in making the whig
songs the most effectual weapon in the presidential campaign of 1840. In that year he
started, in Albany, the Log Cabin (fit suggestion to starting them all over the land), to aid

in the election of Harrison and Tyler, and threw such force and variety into it that it ran into
an immense circulation, and became the basis of the Tribune, established in 1841. A file of
the old Log Cabin , with its whig editorials, speeches and songs, would be choice reading
now as giving a good political history of that period. Greeley's followers sung themselves
hoarse for—

“Tippecanoe and Tyler too.”
And the Van Burenites shouted for their favorite in the famous ditty beginning—

“When this old hat was new Van Buren was the man, &c.”
13

“Living men,” says a writer of that time, “who saw those days,” will not forget the monster
parades of the whigs after the Maine election, when they chorused the popular refrain
opening and ending—
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“Oh! have you heard the news from Maine, Maine, Maine.”

But, as we have stated, it was by political oratory and song that this campaign was made
successful. Newspapers being few, the people relied on the stump speaker as their oracle
and leader. He was the Moses to conduct them to the promised political inheritance. And
they gathered at the bustings about the speaker's stand to hear him deliver the political law
and commandments, as the children of Israel did in the tabernacle to hear the law read to
them. There were then no short hand reporters to write down the speech as fast as it was
delivered, no telegraph wires to send it to the press two thousand miles away to be put in
type the next two hours, and no lightning express trains to scatter one hundred thousand
copies of it, in the next twenty-four hours, from Maine to California. That wonderful feat
was reserved for these days in which the editor has usurped the place of the public
speaker.

But the orator of forty-six years ago had almost unlimited sway over the masses; that was
the golden period of political oratory in our country. Politics absorbed all other interests. All
work seemed to be laid aside, and every man's business, especially every whig's, was to
attend the political meetings; and not only the men but their wives and children flocked to
the bustings. It was the year of jubilee for the young folks, who were everywhere delighted
with the grand processions and parades, the witty speeches, the singing, the bands of
music playing amid all the attractions and display of whig pageantry. The whole whig party
had turned into political gypsies, and, with traveling orators went camping out over the
country, holding whig revivals, and preaching and singing their political gospel everywhere
they went. Steamboats and all public conveyances were crowded with parties singing whig
songs, or doggerel ballads made for the occasion, accompanied with the music of drums,
fifes and fiddles. Political rivalry had assumed most destructive features. The stump
speaker, like the border chieftain summoned his adherents about his standard, and by the
potent spell of oratory awakened among them an enthusiasm for his cause, a loyalty to his
party, a fidelity to its leader that was worthy of the days of chivalry. The democratic party
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led by its Roderick Dhu, the whig party by its Fitz James, and the abolition party by its bold
McGregor, waged a war of conquest against each other.

But that power of the political orator has departed. The press of to-day, 14 as we have
said, has taken it from him, for it has not only usurped the power of the stump speaker, but
of the politician as well. The press has so instructed and educated the people that they not
only do their own reading and thinking, but they have so far solved the political problems
and mastered the science of government that they have not so much need of instruction
from the public speaker as in the old days.

It was another master stroke when the whigs called a general convention of all their
adherents in New England on Bunker Hill, September 10, 1840. Fifty thousand New
England whigs assembled on that occasion, and a great number of whigs from every other
state in the Union met with them. Daniel Webster addressed this vast multitude, and gave
a declaration of their principles and purposes. The report of this great mustering of whigs
on Bunker Hill, of Webster's great speech and declaration of purposes, gave eclat to the
whig cause. It was really the grand bugle blast that aroused the whigs to arms all over the
Union. It is said that Webster planned the whig campaign of 1840, and advised them to
begin at once holding mass meetings all over the country. That they must raise the whig
standard and address the people in all the rural districts of the land. This was a kind of
tactics worthy of a Napoleon. To it undoubtedly the whig party owed their great victory.

It was, at any rate, a great hit, and started a movement that swept like wild-fire over the
country, for, as soon as the open-air meetings were started, the “great commotion,” like
the Irish rebellion, “broke out forty thousand strong” simultaneously all over the Union.

Says Hugh S. Legare: “The subject of popular eloquence, always an attractive one in a
free country, has been invested for us with a more than ordinary interest in the memorable
campaign of 1840.”
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In this campaign greater multitudes assembled than were ever addressed by those
great masters of eloquence, Pericles, Demosthenes or Cicero. The great orator is born
of a great occasion. This political campaign inaugurated in America the out-door mass
meeting, which gave birth to that most popular orator known as the “stump speaker.”

A history of this great political movement would be very incomplete without giving a full
mention of the conspicuous part that the south took in it. The south, disappointed that Clay
was not made the whig standard bearer of the campaign, Achilles like, for a while at least,
“sulked in her tent.” But—

“The war that for a space did fail, Now trebly thundering swelled the gale,”

with the battle cry of “Tippecanoe and Tyler too,” throughout the entire southern border.
15

The great southern orators, Clay, Prentiss, McDuffee, Crittenden and others, led the
campaign against the democracy in the south. But to S. S. Prentiss, “America’'s most
brilliant orator,” as he is called, must be awarded the highest honors, and the most
effectual work of any orator north or south, in the campaign of 1840. Probably no public
speaker of modern times was ever so great a favorite with the nation at large, or ever

had such a splendid field for the display of his oratorical powers, or, by them, ever
accomplished so much for the cause of a political party. He was continually besieged
with invitations to address whig associations, Tippecanoe clubs, mass meetings, grand
conventions, log cabin raisings, mustering at barbecues and whatever other strange
names designated the political gatherings of that annus mirabilis. Hundreds of these
invitations, of course, he could not accept. By the most urgent solicitations from northern
whigs, he made during the summer of this year, a tour of the northern states, in which he
may be said to have been the hero of successive oratorical triumphs. In writing to his sister
at this time he says: “I have made speeches at St. Louis, Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland,
Buffalo, Syracuse, Albany, New York, Newark, Portland,” and many other places. He said
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in his Portland speech: “Rarely has the history of the world presented suck a scene as
that now passing before our eyes. We behold this whole nation, from the shores of the
Atlantic to the Mississippi, rising up as one man and flocking together in every state, city
and village to discuss and hold counsel upon the administration of public affairs.”

As illustrative of the people's estimation of Prentiss as an orator, and of the power of his
eloquence, | give the following from a distinguished southern gentleman: “I heard the great
speech of William Pinckney upon the Missouri question in the United States Senate in
1820. | sat near by and listened to that of Mr. Clay upon the same subject in the House of
Representatives. They were, perhaps, the greatest speeches of their lives, and were most
powerful in their influence upon the action of Congress. The speech of Mr. Pinckney was
perhaps the most finished and masterly piece of oratory ever listened to on this continent.
That of Mr. Clay was grandly eloquent; Mr. Pinckney's though admitted to be the most
convincing, stirred no feeling as did the burning words of Mr. Clay. A few weeks after |
was in the court room in Columbia, South Carolina, and heard George McDuffee in a
celebrated criminal trial, and this was the only speech | ever listened to that | thought
approached the eloquence that | have often heard from Prentiss.” As an evidence of
Prentiss's great eloguence | give the following: It was at a dinner-table in Newark, New
Jersey, in 1844, a distinguished gentleman, in company with William C. Dawson and Chief
Justice Lumpkin, of Georgia, and John Bell, of Tennessee, was talking about orators.
During 16 the dinner a lady present said: “I was tempted once (it was in 1840) to go and
hear S. S. Prentiss make a political speech in this city, and he held me spell-bound for
three hours. | consider it an era in my life.” “Did you ever hear him, Judge Lumpkin?”
asked the distinguished gentleman above alluded to. “I never did,” was the reply. “Then,
sir,” continued this gentleman, “you should seek an opportunity to do so, for certainly he is
the greatest master of modern eloquence. | had heard and read much in the current news
of the day in relation to his ability and could scarcely believe that heaven had vouchsafed
such powers to any man as were ascribed to him. | was discourteous enough to laugh

at my lady friend there, who asserted that he had held her spell-bound for three hours.
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| was incredulous as to the existence of any human power being such as to enchain my
attention for so long a time, and | was tempted to go for once to a political meeting to hear
this man from the woods of the west. | found an immense concourse present. There were
at least one thousand ladies seated all around the rostrum in the open air just where you
have been speaking to-day. | wished to be near the speaker and pushed my way, with the
privilege of age, through the throng, until, reaching a convenient distance, | found standing
room. It was just as Mr. Prentiss rose to speak. | took out my watch to time him. The
cheering was vociferous and | failed to hear his commencement and started to replace my
watch in my pocket. | was arrested by a most startling thrill of words and stopped to listen.
And | did listen with an attention and interest | had never given to an orator before. So
intense was my interest that every faculty, every feeling was concentrated upon the man
and the wonderful flow of burning words. It seemed the incarnation of eloquence. There
was a witchery in his words clothed in tones so mellifluous that they not only enraptured
but stabbed the heart, and | lost the consciousness of passing time, and when he closed

| found my hands holding my watch at the pocket's mouth waiting the power to replace it.

| looked at it and found | had been listening for more than three hours, and though over
seventy years of age, | felt no fatigue. A friend, a clergyman, who had followed me into the
crowd, stood pale and agitated, looking at the man after he was seated. As | approached
him he explained: ‘Will you ever again doubt that God inspires man?”

A similar instance was given to the writer by E. W. Hewitt, of Augusta, Michigan, who knew
Prentiss, and had often heard him speak. Mr. Hewitt says he was once relating to John
Van Arman, the distinguished criminal lawyer of Chicago, some instances of the wonderful
power of Prentiss as an orator, and Van Arman laughed at him, and ridiculed the idea of

a man's having such power. When Van Arman came back from the Mexican war 17 with
the Michigan soldiers, he heard Prentiss at New Orleans deliver that eloquent address to
the returned volunteers from Mexico. Hewitt, aware of this, when he next met his old friend
Van Arman, asked him what he thought now of S. S. Prentiss' oratory. The reply was: “I
can say, like the Queen of Sheba, that you did not tell me one-half about this wonderful
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orator. | never heard before, and | never expect to hear again, such eloquence from mortal
lips.”

But the prince of all writers in fierce invective, brilliant paragraph, keen wit and pungent
satire, was George Dennison Prentice. Beginning as editor of the Louisville Journal in
1831, he soon became a host in the opposition to Jackson, Van Buren and Polk; and

his epigrams, bright and sharp, often bordering on the severest personalities, were far
more effective than the heavy columns of his editorial foes, Duff, Green, Francis P. Blair,
Shad Penn, Thomas Ritchie and others. And yet while Prentice could sting like a hornet,
he could sing like a nightingale. It is not often that one who could throw such venom into
his paragraphs, could produce such sweet music from his rare poems. As editor of the
Louisville Journal, he exerted a powerful influence towards securing the great whig victory
of 1840.

The northern and southern democrats, as well as northern and southern whigs, seemed to
vie with each other in their efforts to defeat their respective foes. Although the democrats
did not expect a defeat, yet it was apparent in the early part of the campaign that whigs
began to abound in the land. Thus “the great commotion” surged on, sweeping like a
mighty wave over the entire country. The result of this monster political revival was,
hundreds of thousands of the American people “experienced” whiggery, and “Tippecanoe
and Tyler too” were respectively elected president and vice president of the United States.
Then, the exultant whigs shouted and sang:

“In Lindenwald the ‘Fox’ is holed, The coons all laugh to hear it told.” Ha—ha—~ha, etc.,
etc.

Among the prominent democratic orators in Michigan at this time were G. V. N. Lothrop, of
Detroit, Edward Bradley, Gen. Isaac E. Crary, Abner Pratt, Thomas B. Church and John
VanArman, of Marshall, Charles E. Stuart, N. A. Balch. of Kalamazoo, Flavius J. Littlejohn,
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of Allegan, and John S. Chipman, or “Black Chip,” as he was called, of Centerville. Who
that heard them, can ever forget those eloquent democratic stump speakers.

Among the well known whig orators were George Dawson, editor of the Detroit Advertiser,
and whom Daniel Webster introduced to the great whig convention of '40 in Fanneil hall,
Boston, as “the eloquent Geo. Dawson of 3 18 Michigan.” Besides him there were James
Wright Gordon, and Henry W. Taylor, of Marshall, Horace Mower and Marsh Giddings, of
Kalamazoo, and others, all able and eloquent whig orators.

Many of the old citizens here present will remember the whig mass meeting in 1840

at Kalamazoo, when a log cabin was erected and made the headquarters of whiggery

for the occasion. But who can ever tell how many locofocos' heads and politics were
turned 'by hard cider that day. The editors of the Free Press and Advertiser were bitter
opponents throughout this campaign. The former said in his paper that, at the whig dinner
in Kalamazoo, “Dawson and McGraw and their friends ate fried skunk and fricasseed
coon.”

Dawson made, on this occasion, a ringing, eloquent speech that carried the people to the
highest pitch of enthusiasm. Sometime before this meeting a malignant libel had been
published against him. It came out in hand bill form, and was circulated about the streets
of Kalamazoo the day before the speech was made. While Dawson was speaking this
libel was handed him with the request that he read it. He took the paper and, looking
over the vast crowd before him, said, “I'll read it, and (referring to the low tone in which a
democratic speaker had read a similar paper against himself) I'll read it loud, too.” Then,
holding up the paper, he began to read, giving running comments on each sentence. |
wish | could give you every word of that libel and Dawson's withering comments, but |
cannot. | recall the closing sentence: “The whigs wanting an editor for the Advertiser, could
not find one on earth, so they went to the depths of hell and there found Dawson.” Then,
twisting his mouth into comical shape, he replied, “That is the best of evidence that there
are few whigs in hell. Any of the scum of hell would do for a locofoco editor.”

Historical Collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society ... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 10 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298¢



Library of Congress

The two most distinguished and brilliant men of the south, S. S. Prentiss, statesman and
orator of Mississippi, and Geo. D. Prentice, journalist of Louisville, Kentucky, were each
unsurpassed in their own field, by any person north or south, in the power each exerted
towards the election of Harrison and Tyler. They were both born and educated in New
England, and having attained their majority settled in and became adopted sons of the
south. And though both so distinguished, they never met each other.

Justice A. R. Brown, of Galesburg, Michigan, rode forty miles to hear Webster speak

at Stanhope and Morristown, in New Jersey, during the campaign of 1840. Webster at
Morristown spoke from the steps of the hotel and an umbrella was held over him to shield
him from the rain, while his ten thousand hearers stood in the rain for some an hour and

a half listening to him. At this time Justice Brown heard Ogden Hoffman and Commodore
19 Stockton, eloquent whig orators, speak. The old whig party at this time with its Webster,
Clay, Prentiss, Choate, McDuffee, Corwin, Ewing, Hoffman and other eloquent speakers
overshadowed the democratic party in statesmanship and brilliant oratory.

The democrats were sanguine of victory and surpassed themselves in their efforts to
defeat “Old Tip and Tyler.” Dr. J. A. B. Stone, of Kalamazoo, remembers hearing George
Bancroft and Peter Parley (Samuel G. Goodrich) make eloguent speeches in Boston on
Saturday night before the election on Monday. Bancroft's peroration was full of hope and
democratic fervor. “Fellow citizens,” said he, “I have but one word to say to you in closing
—it is— advance ! We must win in this contest. The whig party has great and eminent
men in it; it has Webster, Clay and Choate, but we must defeat it. And | repeat, we must
advance, it is now but a short time till the election on Monday next, and, democrats, | say
again we must advance to victory on that day.”

But that Monday brought an overwhelming defeat to the democratic party. | was a young
democrat then, not old enough to vote, but | felt the tremendous whipping that the whigs
gave us at that time, just as much as if | had been a voter. The old democratic party,
probably, never got over the effects of that defeat. But the American people will never
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forget the splendid fight that this redoubtable old party made in this campaign against

its time-honored whig foe. And we shall never forget the gallant fight that its own orators
made in this State. In fact it has ever seemed to us that the masterly and eloquent defense
of the democratic cause that was made by Edward Bradley, Charles E. Stuart, Flavius

J. Littlejohn, General Isaac E. Crary, Thomas B. Church and other democratic orators of
central Michigan, won for them, as did the bravery and gallant conduct of Francis I. at the
battle of Pavia, all the honors of a personal victory. In truth the democrats had the better
cause, and although the whigs gained the day in 1840, the case was appealed to the
people four years later and the democrats won the election.

But the reform, the better times, the “two dollars a day and roast beef,” promised by
the whigs were not realized by the laboring man. This was pithily put in an able speech
made by Thomas H. Benton in the United States Senate some years after the election.
There was a cry of hard times and distress throughout the land. Mr. Benton exclaimed:
“Distress! What, sir, are not the the whigs in power, and was not all distress to cease when
the democracy was turned out? Did not they carry the elections? leas Mr. Van Buren
not gone to Kinderhook? Is General Jackson not in the Hermitage? Are democrats not
in the minority in Congress, and expelled from office everywhere? 20 where? Were not
“Tippecanoe and Tyler too” both elected? Is not whiggery in entire possession of the
government? Have they not had their extra session called to relieve the country, and
passed all the relief measures? Yet the cry is distress! and the remedy is—a national
poultice of lamp-black and rags!”

There were two important planks in the whig platform of 1840, one was “a national bank,”
and the other “protection.” S. S. Prentiss, while speaking in favor of American industry,

in his great speech at Newark, was interrupted, either by an honest inquirer or possibly a
hostile politician, who loudly cried out to him. “Will not that system make the rich richer,
and the poor poorer?” The orator instantly, but courteously, turned to the interrogator and
thanked him for putting the question, and then, slowly turning his gaze, with an appropriate
and corresponding motion of his arms, as if surveying the stately edifices surrounding the
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park in which he was speaking, he said: “My friend, | am informed that, much to the honor
of your city, those elegant dwellings that adorn this park, and the glittering equipages
standing before some of their doors, or now rolling through your streets, belong, almost
exclusively, to mechanics, or to the sons of mechanics. It is a splendid testimony to

the enterprise, skill and industry of Newark, and enough to gladden the heart of every
patriot. But, let me tell you, that but for the blessed influence of that protection which

the government has hitherto afforded our manufacturers, you who have worked in your
shops would be doing so now, and you whose sires—to their honor be it spoken—were
black-smiths and shoemakers, would be mending the old axes and shoes that they made,
instead of occupying the palace-like dwellings that surround us.”

One of the great events of this campaign was Henry Clay's memorable speech at
Nashville, Tennessee, in the autumn of that year. Some four hundred of Tennessee's fair
daughters had invited him to speak in Nashville at that time. Over thirty thousand people
listened to this eminent whig states-man and orator on this occasion. This speech was one
of the most eloquent of the campaign.

Was ever personal influence used with such effect before as by the whigs in this election?
Who will ever be able to tell how many thousands were induced to vote for “old Tip” by a
glass of hard cider or a whig dinner? The latch string to every log cabin was ont, and, as
it was said, every democrat who entered and partook of the hospitality within, by some
strange infatuation, came ont a whig voter.

Nicknames and invective were used as legitimate weapons in this contest. Gen. Jackson
was called “old Hickory,” hence the hickory tree was an emblem of democracy. General
Harrison was called “Tippecanoe” or “old 21 Tip” from the victory he won over “the
Prophet,” Tecumseh's brother at the battle of Tippecanoe. The canoe, filled with singing
girls, that formed such a picturesque part in the whig processions, with the miniature log
cabin and other pageantry, was a symbol for Tippecanoe. The whigs built their log cabins
entirely of oak. They were very careful not to have any hickory in them, as that was a
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locofoco emblem. Webster was called “the dark browed and sunken eyed;” Van Buren,
the “Fox,” or “Little Magician;” Thomas Ewing, “the crafty and cruel;” Frank Granger,
“the pitiless and remorseless.” A whig couplet touched off Thomas H. Benton and Amos
Kendall—

“There's Benton, the braggart, full of humbug and salt, And heaven-born Amos, unspotted
with fault.”

When Mr. Gouge's work on banking came out, Amos Kendall said) “I have heard a great
deal about banks on gouging, but this is the first | ever heard of Gouge on banking.”

Every device was resorted to to further on the whig cause. Medals about the size of a
silver dollar, with a log cabin on one side and a bust of “old Tip” on the other, were made
and sold for a trifle to the children, who wore them. and what pleased the child did also the
man, for everybody wore these baubles.

Thomas Corwin, the statesman. orator and prince of stump speakers, was at this time in
the full vigor and freshness of his unmatched faculties. Wit, humor. poetry, logic, anecdote,
graphic power of illustration. an inimitable mimic and raconteur , a classical scholar and
profound reasoner, he lacked nothing as a popular orator to captivate, convince and carry
the crowd with him.

A friend of the writer's went some forty miles during this campaign to hear Corwin speak.
It was at a mass meeting in Ohio. As Corwin came upon the stand he bowed, and, without
saying one word, he took a large wooden knife, and with it cut a huge johnnycake that
was on the table before him, into small pieces. Then laying the knife down he took a
piece of the johnnycake and threw it out among the crowd. Thus he continued till every
piece of the cake had been thrown among the vest audience before him. Then looking
intently a moment at the wondering crowd he exclaimed, “Thus, fellow-citizens, the
government at Washington is squandering the public moneys among its favorites all over
the union.” Then. after this most forcible and impressive illustration of how the democratic
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administration was squandering the public funds, he began his speech, or rather continued
it, for no one in that vast multitude before him ever forgot that most happy illustration at
the beginning of one of the greatest speeches they ever 22 listened to. Somebody has
said “it was worth going twenty miles to hear John Randolph say ‘Mr. President.” When it
was announced that Tom Corwin was to speak in any part of the country distance seemed
to be ont of the question—it never was too far to go and hear him. Who shall attempt to
estimate the influence Tom Corwin's speeches had in the election of Gen. Harrison? That
influence was powerful in securing the great whig victory.

The barbecue, although known in some parts of the north, belongs exclusively to the
south, and one must have seen it and engaged in it in this southern clime, to have known
what it really was.

While sojourning in Mississippi some years after this campaign and while its memories
were yet fresh and vivid in the minds of the people, the writer heard frequent mention
made of the “barbecues of 1840.” And among them was one that awakened memories
of distinguished southern orators who had made the occasion one never to be forgotten
by their brilliant speeches. This barbecue was on Colonel Heborn's plantation, which
was about half way between Vicksburg and Jackson. Col. Heborn, one of Mississippi's
chivalrous sons, had invited the people generally, whigs and democrats alike, to this
barbecue. A large company of young men mounted on horses in true cavalier style, and
came from Jackson. Among them was E. W. Hewitt, referred to above, who has given the
writer additional particulars concerning this gathering. It was held in a beautiful grove on
the plantation. Seats were arranged about the stand in a half circle, while ladies in their
carriages formed a picturesque group in the rear.

After a bounteous feast had been enjoyed, Col. Heborn, master of ceremonies, took his
seat on the speaker's stand with the distinguished guests seated on either side of him.
Each of the speakers selected was to consider himself a “free lance” in the discussion
of whatever subject he might choose. Governor Jones, of Tennessee, a staunch whig,
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was first called ont. He, taking the occasion as a golden opportunity, made a telling whig
speech that brought rounds of applause from the enthusiastic crowd. He was followed

by Robert J. Walker, democrat of the manor born. It is needless for me to say that he
could make a good after-dinner or platform speech. The man who could capture a national
democratic convention as he did that of Baltimore in 1844, when he was the dextrous
Saladin who met B. F. Butler, the champion of the Van Buren cause in that convention,
and after defeating him by a masterly speech, carried James K. Polk against all opposition
into a triumphant nomination by that body. Such an orator was ready for any occasion,
and he now made a speech whose potency and convincing logic seemed to sweep

the first speaker's argument away like cobwebs. But before closing he referred to the
distinguished orator S. S. Prentiss who was to follow 23 him. “I know, fellow citizens, that
he will captivate you by the charm of his oratory and win you and convince you by the
wierd power of his argument. Yes, and | shall be sitting there on the seat beside you, and
shall also be won over and convinced with you.” And Mr. Walker took his seat. Col. Heborn
then introduced S.S. Prentiss, “the eloquent Bayard of the south.” The occasion, graced
and honored by the refined audience composed of the beauty and chivalry of Mississippi,
the distinguished speakers present, (he had been Robert J. Walker's law student), and
above all the cause of the grand old whig party, all these now fully inspired him. And, as
he stepped forward to begin his speech you could see not only the glory of the occasion,
but the gaudia certaminis , beam from his countenance. He made one of the most brilliant
and memorable speeches of his life and took his seat amid deafening applause. Gen.
Anderson, a democrat of the genuine Bourbon type, followed Prentiss. He was a superb
platform speaker. He was equipped with every requisite for the orator; with the wit and
ridicule of an O'Connell, the fund of anecdote, play of fancy and droll humor of a Corwin,
all of which he could admirably use to give edge to the most trenchant logic, or point to the
most vigorous argument. He seemed master of the situation, now turning argument, now
ridicule, against the strong points of the whig speakers, till there appeared to be nothing
left of them. Then again he would turn the tide of wit and humor against his opponents,
keeping the audience convulsed with laughter, till everything they had heard from the
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whig orators was laughed away or forgotten. The plaudits of the crowd were showered
upon him as he retired. This barbecue was a remarkable event in the campaign of '40 in
Mississippi.

| questioned Mr. Hewitt as to his recollections of these speeches. He replied: “They Were
all excellent; each one unequalled of its kind and just such a speech as only such an
orator could make. But that speech of Prentiss’, nobody could equal. It is as distinctly
impressed on my mind to-day as excelling all the other speeches of that occasion, as
Prentiss excelled all other orators of his time.”

24
A QUARTER OF A CENTURY OF TEACHING

HISTORICAL ADDRESS DELIVERED BY A. D. P. VAN BUREN. AT THE REUNION OF
DR. AND MRS. J. A. B. STONE'S PUPILS, AT KALAMAZOOQO, SEPT. 23, 1885.

Mr. Chairman, Honored Teachers, Old Schoolmates and Fellow Citizens :

It is said that the true function of the historian is to keep the past alive for us. But how
much of the past do we find thus secured? Or rather how little does that reverend
chronicler of the deeds of men tell us of the years that are gone. We get but a meager
outline, a mere synopsis of the public acts of rulers, leading men, and remarkable events.
All else, and often the best part, is unrecorded. And as we recede from this unwritten past,
time robes it in the mellow light of romance, or throws the glamour of enchantment over
its achievements, which then pass into the age of chivalry, and are regarded as more
beautiful and attractive than true. The novelist and day-dreamer find it delightful to enter
this realm of the by-gone, “this lazy land where it seemeth always afternoon.” There is
much of our school day life of which we can say, as we do of the singing of Sontag or Lind,
or of the acting of Booth or Garrick: “Well, this delightful thing has been, and all that is
now left of it is the feeble print upon my brain, the thrill which memory will send along my
nerves; and as we live longer the print and thrill must be feebler, and when we pass away
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the impression will have passed from the world.” Consequently the most delightful part

of our school-days, like the song of the bird, a strain of music, or the orator's eloquence,
cannot be written, it is only retained by the memory and the feelings. You will remember,
fellow students, the beautiful line of Virgil that we used to quote so often and which to-night
| can again quote as applying most fittingly to the things that we did in our school days,
forty years ago. “Forsan et haec olim meminisse juvabit,” perhaps it will delight thee to
have remembered these things hereafter. True there is the old quotation.

Our past, then, the history of the school we would give to-night, lies mostly 25 in this
unrecorded by-gone; for although the history of the Kalamazoo branch of the Michigan
university, and of the schools of Dr. and Mrs. Stone succeeding it, have been written, yet
how little of the real history of this quarter of a century of teaching, so invaluable, has been
given. How little can be given. We can give but a mere outline of it this evening. Had | the
wand of Prospero to wave over our past, and reproduce, or bring to light but one session
of our school, in the golden days of the “old Branch.” what a delightful retrospect it would
he to the teachers and students of that school here to-night. Memory is now busy with
those past scenes.

“My eyes make pictures when they are shut.”
| see the old Branch standing half hid among the trees on the corner of the park. | hear—

“The old school bell's familiar sound Peal out among the oaks once more; Though | had
heard it many a time, It never rang so sweet before.”

We are all going to school again. We are once more sitting in our seats at early morning
prayer. Again the class bell rings; our teacher sits in his arm chair on the platform, with
text-book in hand; we are reciting our lessons. The varied school day routine goes on;
students, who study in their rooms, drop in to recitation. It is a fine day in June, the
windows are up, “the air is balm and rosemary.” | hear the hum of the busy hive all at work.
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“Methinks I've east full forty years aside, And am at school again. The gentle breeze That
trembles through the windows bears”

the fragrance of the clover blossoms, the song of birds from the trees, and the tinkle of
“old crumple horn's” bell from the park lot. Class after class come and go. | hear the light
tripping of feet down the stairs, the door opens, a bevy of girls with text-books in hand
come in to recite. Others having recited trip up stairs to their seats again. | see their bright
eyes and smiling faces. | hear passing words with each other as they go in and out. Thus
fancy restores the whole scene till we are all once more at school. Fellow students, in
thought the picture is real, and

“Life is but thought, so think | will, That you and | are schoolmates still.”

The Branch building was a two-story frame structure. Dr. Stone had charge of the young
men in the room on the first floor; Mrs. Stone of the young ladies in the room above.
There was but one government. All the difficult or appeal cases in Mrs. Stone's room were
referred for settlement to 26 the principal. The curriculum was ample, including all those
studies that would fit a student for the university at Ann Arbor, or he could go through a
part or the whole university course here if he chose. Most of the classes below were made
up largely of young ladies who came down to recite, and young men sometimes formed
part of the classes in Mrs. Stone's room. There was also a small room on the second floor
called “No. 3,” designed for the tutor's department, which was usually rented by some of
the advanced students, one of whom acted as tutor in hearing certain classes recite. Two
or more students usually occupied “No. 3,” there being room for a bed in it. This was the
room where the students held all their meetings and attended to all their club affairs, and
at the close of the term, here is where they held their once famous jubilees, sung songs,
responded to toasts, made speeches, and gave the parting hand.

The Kalamazoo Branch had attracted and drawn together within its walls large number
of students from various parts of this state and from other states. The young men and
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young ladies whose names were enrolled as its students in the spring of 1843 would have
done honor by their intellectual endowments to any academy in the land. The school

itself was popular, the branch universities established in different parts of the state were
near enough together to awaken in the minds of the people of the new state a desire

for a higher education, and they were far enough apart to afford each other a patronage
sufficient to secure a large membership. It was not long before this branch, under the
superior organizing power and able management of Dr. Stone, became one of the best
known and most popular in the state.

These branches were really young universities equipped with the curriculum that was to
be used in the main school at Ann Arbor when that should be opened. In the meanwhile
they pioneered and led the way up from the log school-house to the State University. They
had, as the times demanded, played the pedagogue by instructing the young through

the rudimentary branches, then played the professor through the preparatory degrees,
and often through the full college course. So that when the university was finally declared
ready to begin her work there were hosts of students all over the state ready to form and
fill up her classes from freshman to senior. Thus the university was fitted for her work and
set going. And as the branches closed their doors, and retired from their field of labor,
they could truthfully have said to the State University, “Your success is now more than half
assured, go to work and secure the rest yourself.”

It was in May, 1843, when Dr. J. A. B. Stone and his wife, Mrs. L. H. Stone, appeared
on this scene of educational labor, where they continued to 27 work uninterruptedly one
guarter of a century. Both of them had had experience in teaching, he in academies,

in Middlebury College and in Newton Theological Seminary, while Mrs. Stone, besides
her teaching in Vermont, had extended her experience to teaching in the south. After
pecuniary aid in 1850 had been withdrawn from the Branch the building was used for
tile ladies' college, which was then in process of erection. Dr. Stone, who had been so
instrumental in building the upper college, was made its president, while Mrs. Stone,
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equally efficient in building the ladies' college, became principal of that, which was
dedicated in 1859.

Dr. and Mrs. Stone were the first and successful advocates of a full collegiate course for
young women in our state. Being both unequalled as organizers and educators, nothing
short of a complete education for both sexes would have satisfied them. In a historical
sketch of Kalamazoo College, prepared at the request of the trustees by the Rev. S.
Haskell, the secretary of the board, we find the following description of the work done by
them in their connection with the college:

“To Professor J. A. B. Stone fell the lot of following Dutton. and the short course of one is
in contrast with the long course of the other. Dr. and Mrs. Stone commenced their labors
in 1843, and they twain have been one flesh and one spirit in these labors uninterruptedly
until the present time. Their work has been multiform and multiplex. There is nothing which
they have not touched, from the gravel beneath all material foundation stones to the finale
of each pupil's edification in learning and character, their means the while spreading as
diffusely through the work as their labors have done. With the entrance of the institution
upon its full college career Dr. Stone was appointed its president, and has so continued
through these nearly nine years, Mrs. Stone thoroughly occupying the position of principal
of the female department.”

It may be said of Dr. and Mrs. Stone as regards their long career as teachers in the
schools of Kalamazoo, that in their labor for their pupils both as to education and
character, “they builded better then they knew.” The teacher who imparts a love of study
to the pupil, has conferred an invaluable bequest; it is like giving him the “philosopher's
stone” that will enable him to turn his time and talent to the acquisition of the golden
treasures of knowledge. This is worth all else that books and schools can give, for it
leads to the making of the full scholar and the full man. We got this love of study from our
teachers, and MORE, there was a power of character that did so underlie and enforce
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the work of the intellect—that did so arouse and energize their pupils, so call forth their
strength and the pleasure of its exercise— as to make the hardest work agreeable.

28

The course of study pursued at the Branch, under the personal direction of Dr. and Mrs.
Stone, was used as the means to develop the moral as well as the intellectual powers of
the student. They were in fact, as well as in law, our teachers in loco parentis , for they not
only taught but trained the students in their course day by day, ever impressing on their
minds, till it became ingrained in their natures, that it was morals that gave the highest
value to scholarship. The Kalamazoo Branch was our Rugby, and its principal was our Dr.
Arnold, whose words seemed half deeds, and their presence in our thoughts was a potent
moral force ever with us.

“Our teacher absent was our teacher still.”

Wherever we went his instruction went with us as an inspirer to high thoughts and high
deeds. Education, he would say, was valuable, culture was above education, character
was above culture, and the christian sentiment gave the highest value to character. “The
figure is in the stone and the sculptor only finds it.” The figure here was character, and it
was the educational work of our teachers to develop that in its fullest perfection. The pupil
saw that by following the instruction of the teacher it would not only make the most of his
time and studies, but the most of him.

By such training the general habits of the student were made to conform to those rules

of educational and moral life that are essential to the development of the highest type of
the scholar and the man. Moral and religious instruction was made valuable to us, not so
much by direct teaching, or what we were brought to know, as from what we were brought
to feel by the unconscious influence of the life and character of our teachers, and by the
illustrious examples that were daily brought to our attention as models and guides for us in
life.
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Who shall attempt to estimate the good effects of such teaching on the pupil, and through
the pupil on the society in which he moves? What shall we say, then, of the hundreds of
pupils who, from 1843 to 1868, have gone forth from the halls of learning presided over by
Dr. and Mrs. Stone to mingle in the affairs of the world wherever their lot may have been
cost? Who shall estimate the corrective influence of such lives upon society, or the benefit
they have conferred upon mankind?

INCIDENTS

If anything could “beguile the old Gray Beard of his pinions,” or cause him to forget to turn
his glass this evening, perhaps it would be the production of some of the incidents of the
“old Branch days.” But alas, how many of them have

29

“Gone glimmering through the dream of things that were, A school boy's tale, the pride and
wonder of an hour.”

Wednesday afternoon was declamation and composition day for the young men below,
and composition day for the young ladies above. If they got through with their exercises
first, which they often did, they came below to hear us declaim. At one time a knot of
young ladies had conspired to flurry or disconcert the declaimer, and cause him to break
down if they could. This was not general. They selected certain students whom they
wished to victimize on such occasions. Consequently when one of these students was
on the stage and heard the patter of feet hastening down stairs he knew that trouble was
brewing for him. One day William Eames had just taken the stage when the accustomed
footfalls were heard on the stairs. Dr. Stone told him to wait till the young ladies were
seated. | can see him now standing at ease, calmly waiting for the wave of Dr. Stone's
hand to begin. He was the Cicero of our declamation set. Graceful, humorous, eloquent
or pathetic, there was a charm in his manner and delivery that always made it a pleasure
to listen to him. Although there was something mischievous in the young ladies' glances
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at Eames when they came in, yet it was doubtful whether they meant to attack him at that
time We sat anxiously waiting to hear what he had in store for us. And what do we hear:

“Old Grimes is dead, that good old soul Whom we shall see no more,” &c., &c.

That was enough. Instantly a masked battery of eye-shots, grimaces and jeers was let
loose on him for daring to declaim that old, antiquated ballad, that the very urchins in the
streets had repeated till it was worn to tatters. Of course this attack was made on the

sly, when the teacher did not see them. But it was all useless, for Eames had struck the
pathetic in the famous old ballad, and, despite all their efforts to confuse him, he turned
upon his tormentors and rehearsed the plaintive story of old Grimes with such pathos and
tenderness that the young ladies' opposition was hushed and subdued into admiration of
the declaimer. Eames left the stage triumphant. William Eames, one of the noblest of our
school-mates, died in early manhood.

At another time Charles Beckwith, now judge of the supreme court of Buffalo, had just
begun to declaim, when the door opened and the young ladies entered. He stopped till
they were seated. They immediately, by look and gesture, attempted to disconcert him.
But he was not to be flurried. Watching the opportunity when Dr. Stone was not looking

at him, he turned towards them, and, putting his finger to his nose, deliberately made the
John Tyler manipulation (then in full vogue) which said to them more defiantly 30 than
words could—"you can't come it!” Then going on with his declamation, acquitted himself so
handsomely that he even won praise from these young ladies.

There is another incident connected with our declamation days that is yet clearly impressd
upon my memory. It is the case of Darius J. Davidson of Union City. He being now a
Detroit lawyer it won't hurt him if | tell it here. Davidson had failed every time he had
attempted to declaim. He finally concluded that if the rule to declaim was imperative he
would have to leave the school. | advised him to try once more. He replied that it was
simply impossible for him to get on that Stage and “speak a piece” before the school. But
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after a long talk, he agreed to try again. He selected the first part of the Declaration of
Independence. He thought he wouldn't fail on that, for he knew it by heart already. He

had two weeks to practice on it, in the meanwhile, he declaimed it to me six or eight times
without missing a word. His Wednesday came. | was his prompter, and took seat midway
between the door and stage. Davidson's name was called; he took the rostrum, made his
bow and begun: “When, in the course of human events"—a pause; | prompt —“it becomes
necessary’—he repeats and pauses, | prompt—-“for one people”—a pause; | repeat, and
look up—Davidson was striding down the aisle past me, and as | looked back he shot out
of the door, and disappeared from sight, One of the students said to him that “he stalked
out of the school room, like a perfect ‘Colossus of Rhodes.” Davidson afterwards said
that when he had uttered the first ten words it began to grow dark before him and he knew
nothing till he found himself out on the lawn standing bareheaded under a burr oak tree.

It is said that the critical period in the student's school days is found in his Latin course.
That the little god holds his court in the verbal realm “amo” (love), and that it is in this
realm that the student first meets his destiny. Consequently we have the adage—“Love
and Latin do not work well together.” Charles Kingsley has thus described this period:

“When all the world is young, my lad, And every tree is green, And every goose a swan,
my lad, And every lass a queen, Then hie to boot and horse, my lad, And round the world
away, Young blood must have its course, my lad, And every dog his day.”

As said, the young student usually meets his fate in the word amo . If he can conjugate
that verb correctly through all its moods and tenses, and 31 pass unscathed the arrows
of the little god, he is safe. Now | mention no names, and | refer to no student of the old
Branch when | simply say that if the walls of some of their rooms could repeat the verb
amo as they had heard it conjugated, it would be something like this:

“Amo, amas, | love a lass As cedar tall and slender; Sweet cowslip's grace Is her
nominative case, And she's of the feminine gender.”
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We would know then, | say, in what student's room the little god had held sway.

The students sustained a debating society. This was in fact a continuation of the old
“Burr Oak Club” which had been the arena where the older citizens had discussed the
mooted questions of their day. Many of the students received great benefit from this club.
Sometimes the citizens would come and discuss a question with us.

A paper called the Mirror was edited by two of the students, who were elected as its
editors. The Mirror was very popular, and among its numerous contributors were some
able writers. It was “published” every Wednesday afternoon when the elocutionary
exercises were over. Charles Beckwith and the writer of this address were the editors

for 1845. | remember that, at the close of our editorial year, we divided the manuscript
articles of the correspondents, he taking a portion, | the rest. Among my collection of these
papers | lately found a package written in the years 1843, ‘44 and '45. The handwriting

of many of them was familiar to me, and through the mask of a fictitious name signed at
the bottom, | could read the name of some old classmate of forty years ago. As | looked
over these contributions to the old Mirror, they seemed to “shed the light of other days
around me” What thoughts and emotions crowded upon me as | recognized in these
“noms de plume” the names of Edwin C. Hinsdill, Wyllis C. Ransom, Charles Beckwith;

of James A. Duncan and Wells R. Marsh, both of whom died in full manhood, when there
was the promise of a brighter future before them. And here was the name of Dwight May,
distinguished as student, lawyer and for the high positions of trust he has held in this state,
and whose death a few years ago we all mourned. Here were the names of Elias Cooley,
Myron Hinsdill, Gibson Brown, and here | find “Justitia”—George A. Hinsdill, the Byron of
our school—splendid fellow, with an intellect that a prince might envy, the fine things in
whose conversation were always worth noting down. After having risen to prominence in
the profession of law in the 32 west, he died when his usefulness was most needed in the
upbuilding of a new state. The names of George Trask, John Goodrich and George Fitch
bring vividly to mind three old school mates who have “gone to the other side.” They made
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their mark, the first two as business men, the latter as editor and newspaper manager. And
here, under the noms de plume of some of the fair correspondents of the Mirror, | read

the names of Minerva Cornell, Caroline M. Swayzee, Eliza A. Hays, Genevieve Hinsdill,
Cornelia A. Clark, Refella Brown, Zilpha Foote, and others of our old schoolmates. We
hope during this reunion to read you some of these contributions to the Mirror.

And now | must close. This is a remarkable gathering—one never to be forgotten. When
we older students, now gray-headed men and women, entered the Branch, the younger
class at this reunion were not born. Some of the younger students here are children of
the older ones, and some are pupils of the older students; thus Dr. and Mrs. Stone have
taught several generations of pupils here in Kalamazoo. And here in this assemblage

of their pupils we find the three periods of life, youth, manhood and age, represented.
Holmes has said: “Youth longs, manhood strives, and age remembers.” The oldest
students here to-night have passed through the ardent, ambitious period of youth when the
great desire was to get an education; and they have entered the arena where “manhood
strives,” and there they have found whatever of success they have achieved in life has
been mostly due to the valuable instruction and thorough training they have received as
pupils of these honored teachers. And now they have reached the period where “age
remembers.” We remember that we were taught to aim high in life—"to shoot an arrow
at the sun every morning.” That the habit of getting good lessons, of always trying to do
our best, once established, would lead on to fortune. Yes, old schoolmates, memory is
busy to-night with our school days. We can read on its tablets the history of that happy
period. “History,” says Shelley, “is the cyclic poem written by time on the memories of
men.” Would that | could gather from the memory of each student here at this reunion the
brightest and best recollections of his or her own school days; | would transcribe them all
into one beautiful poem and present it, in their behalf, as a souvenir to our dear teachers
on this happy occasion.

33
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HISTORY OF THE FREEWILL BAPTIST CHURCH OF COOK'S PRAIRIE
BY HON. JOHN C. PATTERSON
[Read at the Semi-Centennial Anniversary of the Church, March 12, 1886.]

It is fitting for us to-day, on the fiftieth anniversary of the organization of this church, to
recall in memory those pioneers who planted this vine in the wilderness, to take account of
the fruit it has borne and of its present fruitfulness, and to estimate the possible fruitage of
the future. This church and society to-night possess the accumulations of the half century,
and are enjoying privileges which were secured long before the present generation was
born. As we convene in this cozy chapel and occupy these cushioned pews, surrounded
by these broad, cultivated fields and beautiful homes of luxury, we cannot properly
appreciate the comforts and privileges we enjoy without looking back, through the clouds
and sunshine of fifty years, to the rude place of worship, the narrow fields and the plain
homes of the fathers and mothers who gave this church existence.

Let us go back in imagination to March 12, 1836, and glance at Cook's Prairie as the
founders of this church saw it when they convened to take upon themselves that solemn
covenant with all its obligations. We find ourselves in the territory of Michigan, with a
population of about one hundred thousand. Our commonwealth has not yet been admitted
into the national union as a state. We are in the township of Homer, which at that time
comprised all the territory now contained in the townships of Homer, Clarendon, Eckford
and Albion, and the greater part of the territory of the city of Albion. The equalized
valuation of the township of Homer as thus constituted in 1836, was $146,250.00, equal to
about one-half of the property now owned by the members of this church and society. The
equalized valuation of this same territory, in 1885, was $4,961,687.00. In the fall of 1836,
the sum of $336.94 taxes was apportioned to the township of 5 34 Eckford. In 1885 the
sum of $4,117.43 of the state and county taxes was assigned to Eckford. In 1836, $740.57
of taxes were apportioned to the townships of Homer, Clarendon and Albion, and in 1885,
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$17,967,39 were assigned to the same territory. Fifty years ago the combined wealth of
all the members of this church and society did not exceed $6,000.00; to-day it exceeds
$300,000.00.

This church organized on the twelfth day of March, 1836. The township of Eckford was
set off from the township of Homer and organized as a separate township by an act of
the territorial legislature on the twenty-third day of March, 1836; the township of Albion,
by an act of the state legislature on the eleventh day of March, 1837, and the township of
Clarendon on the sixth day of March, 1838. In March, 1836, there were not three hundred
acres of land improved within miles of this spot, and to-day there is scarcely an acre of
unimproved land, unless reserved for timber, for miles away. There were only three small
frame houses on the prairie at that time. The pioneer log cabin, with parlor, sitting-room,
dining-room, kitchen and bedroom all combined, was the prevailing style. The village

of Homer, or “Barneyville,” and the city of Albion, or “The Forks,” were only prospective
municipalities, and not actually populated. But few public highways were laid out and
opened. The marshes, creeks and rivers were crossed on old beaver dams, or forded.
The cross-ways and bridges were yet unbuilt. The clearings and fences were few and the
trails and pathways ran in various directions across the broad commons, as suited the
convenience or pleasure of the traveler. The primitive burr oak trees were standing here
and there like the remnants of an old orchard. There was no undergrowth of timber, save
here and there a thrifty clump of hazel bushes. The ground was sodded with the strong
roots of the prairie grass. which in summer grew two or three feet in height and waved in
the winds like a heavy growth of golden grain. Wild deer were as common on these plains
then as sheep are now. Wild turkeys and prairie chickens were more numerous than the
domestic fowls are now. No locomotive's shrill whistle was heard at night and no rumbling
ears by day. The silence of the night and the peaceful slumbers of the hopeful pioneer
were often disturbed by the hideous howl of the prowling wolf, but each dawn of day was
heralded by a grand chorus of wild bird song. It was before the age of railroads, telegraphs
and telephones.
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In March, 1836, there was but one religious organization in this vicinity. On the fourteenth
day of December, 1835 (less than three months before) the First Congregational church
of Homer was organized by the Rev. Calvin Clark at the residence of Deacon Henry
Cook. Henry Cook and Medad Bordwell were among the trustees then elected. This
organization seems to 35 have been soon after abandoned. The same persons were
among the number who organized the Presbyterian church of Homer on the thirteenth
day of September, 1837. The Methodist Episcopal church of Homer was organized on
the fifteenth day of April, 1839. It will be seen from these dates that the Prairie church is
the oldest religious organization in this part of the county. The first Freewill Baptist church
planted in the territory of Michigan was formed near Ypsilanti, March 14, 1831, five years
before this church was formed. Other Freewill Baptist churches have been established in
the territory before this, but so far as | have been able to learn all of these older churches
have ceased to exist, and to-day Cook's Prairie church is the oldest Freewill Baptist church
in the state.

THE FOUNDERS

The pioneers of Cook's Prairie and vicinity came from New York and New England. In their
new homes they missed the church privileges and the religious teachings of the east, and
with Puritanic zeal set about building new altars of worship. Among the first settlers on

the prairie were Eider Samuel Whitcomb, a native of New Hampshire, and Elijah Cook,

Jr. a native of New York. They came into the territory together from western New York in
1834, and purchased adjoining farms. Elder Whitcomb purchased the farm now occupied
by Erastus Stead, and Mr. Cook the farm where be afterwards lived and died, and which
is now owned by Francis Andrews. They made their purchases and returning to New York,
made preparations for moving their families to their new homes. Mr. Cook determined to
purchase more land, and on the twenty first day of January, 1835, accompanied by his
son-in-law and daughter, Daniel Dunakin and Eliza Ann Dunakin and Eli T. Chase, he
started from Clarkston, Monroe county, New York, for Cook's Prairie, by private wagon
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conveyance, of the prairie schooner type, and after a journey of twenty-two days in mid-
winter, arrived at their destination on the twelfth day of February, 1835. Messrs. Dunakin
and Chase were young men, just past their majority, and came to make a home in the
west. Mr. Dunakin purchased the farm where he so long lived and where he died, now
owned by his son-in-law, Edwin L. Owen. Mr. Chase bought eighty acres of the farm
where he now resides. After paying one hundred dollars, the government price for the
land, he had three dollars left, a surplus capital with which to make improvements. His
means in hands is a fair sample of the accumulated wealth at that time of many of the
early members of this church and society. But improvements and a home were in due
time made. In 1837 Mr. Chase married Margaret, the only daughter of Elder Samuel
Whitcomb. Mr. Cook, after transacting his business, 36 went back to New York, returning
in the spring with his family, and accompanied by Lionell Udell and family. In August. 1835,
Elder Whitcomb moved his family from Alabama, Genesee county, New York, and settled
on his farm. Jacob Rosecrantz, a native of Pennsylvania, came from Orleans county, New
York, and settled on the farm now owned by the estate of Perry Herrington, in January,
1836. The same year John Blake, a native of Maine, came from Clarendon, New York,
and settled on the farm, Where he afterwards lived and died, which is now owned by B. F.
Witherbee.

Elder Whitcomb had been a minister in the Freewill Baptist denomination some years.
Soon after his arrival he began preaching in the red school-house then standing about
five-eights of a mite south of this chapel and nearly opposite the present residence of
Albert Andrus. The school-house was small, but with its two rows of seats behind the two
rows of high desks around three sides of the room it accommodated all the worshipers. A
number of Christian men and women were among the hearers, and a small congregation
was gathered. It was determined to organize a Freewill Baptist church, and on that March
afternoon, just fifty years ago to-day, a meeting was called at the school-house for that
purpose. Let the record of that meeting as recorded at the time in the bold hand-writing of
Elijah Cook, Jr., relate its own history:
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RECORD OF THE FIRST FREEWILL BAPTIST CHURCH IN HOMER, CALHOUN
COUNTY, MICHIGAN TERRITORY.

Homer, March 12, 1836 .

A meeting of brethren and sisters assembled to associate and confer on the subject of
entering into church covenant with God and with each other. The meeting was opened
with singing and prayer by Elder Samuel Whitcomb.

1st. Appointed Elder Samuel Whitcomb to the chair.

2d. Appointed Bro. Elijah Cook, Jr., secretary pro tem.

3d. Voice of the assembly was in favor of forming a church.
4th. Read the Freewill Baptist treatise on their faith.

5th. Moved and carried by twelve brethren and sisters that it is their duty and privilege to
enter into church Covenant together.

6th. Read a covenant from Colby's Journal and unanimously agreed to receive the same
as theirs.

7th. Received and read the letters of command from the different churches for embodying.

The church covenant read and which was taken by this little band of christians in the
wilderness was as follows:

“We are agreed in repairing to the Scriptures of truth as our only and all-sufficient rule
of faith and practice, believing that there is no man wise enough to revise the laws of
Christ or to alter them for the better. Neither do we consider ourselves or any other society
perfect in a strict sense so but that We are liable to errors and imperfection, and of course
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if any man or men fix a book of discipline to govern the church by, it must be an imperfect
one. The Lord Jesus 37 Christ has given us a perfect law of liberty and we are not willing
to exchange a perfect law for an imperfect one. We therefore consider that the Scriptures
are sufficient for the church to make their appeal to on any and every occasion, for saith
Paul to Timothy, ‘All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may

be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.’ If, therefore, we are thoroughly
furnished, we need nothing more than to consider the Scriptures of truth as our only and
all-sufficient rule of faith and practice, hoping and praying that we shall all be led by the
same spirit by which they were written. Therefore, under these considerations, we not only
consider it our duty but esteem it our privilege to be embodied together as a church, and
having first given ourselves to God, we now give ourselves to one another by the will of
God to watch over each other for good, and to build each other up in the most holy faith,
to bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. And now, as brethren and
sisters in Christ, as children of one family, and heirs of the grace of God, we covenant,
unite and agree to stand by each other and do all we can to strengthen and encourage
each other on our heavenly journey; and also to preserve a union and harmony in the
church by attending to the worship of God and all the ordinances of His house. And may
the Lord grant us grace and wisdom that we may shine as a light in the world and that this
church be as a city set on a hill that cannot be hid. Therefore, as an evidence of our thus
uniting as above mentioned, we give orders to the clerk to enroll our names together.”

Daniel Dunakin, Eliza Ann Dunakin, Eli T. Chase and Catharine Cook were received upon
letters from the Freewill Baptist church of Clarkston, N.Y.; Solomon Russell, by letter from
the Freewill Baptist church, of Elba, N.Y.; Jonas Cutler and Janet Cutler, upon letter from
the Freewill Baptist church of Alabama, N.Y., and Samuel Whitcomb, Jacob Rosecrantz,
Clarissa Rosecrantz, Melissa Haskell, John Blake and Elijah Cook, Jr., were received
upon verbal expression. The right hand of fellowship was given by Elder Whitcomb. It
was determined by vote that their covenant meetings should be held once in four weeks,
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and that the name of the church should be The First Freewill Baptist Church of Homer,
Michigan Territory. The name was changed April 24, 1841, and The First Freewill Baptist
Church of Cook's Prairie was adopted as the name of the ecclesiastical organization.

Of the thirteen persons who became charter members of this church fifty years ago, only
one, Eli T. Chase, the chairman of your committee on this anniversary, survives.

Soon after the organization Simeon Cowles, Sarah Cowles and Lucinda Blake united with
the church. July 23d the names of Harriet Watkins and Harriet Townsend were added;
September 9th Stephen H. Wilson united and October 9th Mandanna Udell became a
member; November 15th the names of Henry R. Cook and Lewis Whitcomb were added
to the church roll and on the 3d of December, 1836, Chester Smith and Abigail Smith
became 38 members of the church family. No others united during the first year. Eleven
persons besides the charter members took upon themselves this church covenant during
that year. Of this number Martha Blake and Henry R. Cook are with us to-night; Lewis
Whitcomb resides in Washington territory; the rest have passed over to their final reward.

It is not the purpose of this paper to name the members, but simply to mention those who
organized the church and those who united during the first year of its existence. The latter
can justly be classed among the founders of the enterprise.

Solomon Russell took a letter from the church January 9. 1838, and Jonas Cutler, Janet
Cutler, Harriet Watkins and Harriet Townsend took letters in November. 1838, to join the
Concord church. At the same time Stephen H. Wilson and wife were dismissed by letter.
Melissa Haskell, the wife of Timothy Haskell, of South Albion, took a letter in 1841, to
unite with the Bellevue church. Sarah Cowles took a letter in March, 1841, to unite with
the Battle Creek, church. Four of the charter members and four of the early members thus
withdrew from the church in its infancy. Simeon Cowles died in 1839, and Mandanna Udell
died in April, 1842.
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BRANCHES

The church worshiped in the old red school-house. where it was organized, until the brick
school-house opposite the present church edifice was built. The services were held in
the new school-house until this church was completed in 1860. Under the leadership of
Elders Whitcomb and Cook, this church was instrumental in organizing Freewill Baptist
interests in other localities. In 1841 Elder Whitcomb organized a church in Burlington,
and a dozen or more churches were organized within a radius of forty miles by Elders
Whitcomb and Cook, prior to 1846. A branch of this church was formed at the house of
David Cummings, in Clarendon, on the 18th of July, 1842, with power to transact local
business. David Powers, Horace B. Hayes, Rufus Sarz, Lovina Sarz, Abram Vreeland,
Thomas Clark, Issac Vreeland. Fanny Vreeland and T. Deming were received as members
of this auxiliary society. This branch remained visible but a short time. Some of the
members afterwards became identified with the mother church.

On the 23d day of March, 1846, the Freewill Baptist Church of Eckford was organized

at the Olive school-house by Elders Samuel Whitcomb and H. S. Limbocker. Twelve
members, viz., Daniel Dunakin, Eliza Ann Dunakin, Eli T. Chase, Charles Olin, Cynthia
Olin, John Whitcomb. Nancy Whitcomb, Sarah Cowles, Augustus Lusk, Ann Lusk, William
Markham and Louisa J. Hawkins united as the charter members. Eight of the number

39 were members of this church and seem never to have severed their connection. The
Eckford church had a visible existence until October, 1851, and enrolled thirty-seven
members. The same pastors divided their labors between the two churches. When the
Eckford church ceased to exist, by common consent of the members of that, and by the
votes of this church in 1853, the records of the two churches were consolidated and the
active members were transferred to this organization. Although the Eckford church had an
independent organization for a time. it seems to have performed the functions and in fact
to have been a branch of this church.
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INCORPORATION

The society, in the pioneer days, possessed no church, no communion set, and no church
property. The deacons took care of the baptismal robes, and the librarian of the Sunday
school carried his library in a basket. A legal board of trustees to manage the temporalities
of the church was unnecessary. In May, 1858, it was determined to build a place of
worship, and the plan of this chapel was substantially adopted. To acquire the authority to
hold property under the laws of the state, a religious corporation then became a necessity.
Articles of association for that purpose were signed on the 9th day of May, 1859, by
Franklin Mead, E. H. Cook, Elijah Cook. H. R. Cook, J. L. Cook, E. T. Chase, Alfred Stiles,
Wm. Beedon, Cyrus Heath, F. P. Auger, Caleb McComber, T. O. Dunton, L. Richey, E.
Andrus, Green Wells, H. B. Richey, A. Mumbrne, David Patterson, John Blake, H. B.
Hayes, A. C. Hopkins, Luther Rogers, Bela F. Putham, Wm. McNitt, Joseph E. Daniels,
Wm. Rosecrantz. S. Underwood, Lafayette Andrus, Wm. Putnam, Joshua Henshaw

and Mark Humphrey. The first meeting to elect trustees was held April 26th, 1859. The
pastor of the church, Rev. F. P. Auger, was elected chairman and Henry R. Cook clerk.

E. H. Cook, who was elected trustee for three years, Franklin Mead for two years and Eli
T. Chase for one year, constituted the first board of trustees. Deacons John Blake and
Joseph E. Daniels were the inspectors of this election and executed the certificate required
by the statutes, which was filed and recorded in the county clerk’s office on the 30th day of
April, 1859. The incorporation of the society was thereby completed under the corporate
name of “The Freewill Baptist Society of Cook's Prairie.” Henry R. Cook has held the office
of clerk of the society for twenty-seven years continuously—from the incorporation to the
present time. Eli T. Chase was reelected trustee for five successive terms and has held
the office years—the longest continuous service of any one. E. H. Cook was trustee for
twelve years in succession. Franklin Mead was trustee for eight years was out of office
two years and then served on the 40 board for nine years. He has served the society
seventeen years in that capacity; the longest service of any trustee. Joseph E. Daniels and
A. C. Hopkins have each served three years; L. J. Andrus, nine years; Horace B. Hayes,
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eight years; Albert Andrus, six years; William Ashley, three years and Theodore Cook five
years. Few moneyed corporations have exercised their franchises as strictly and kept their
records as accurately as this religious corporation. The proceedings and records of this
society can be safely followed as precedents. They reflect great credit upon the clerk and
trustees who have transacted the business. Elder Elijah Cook donated this church site to
the society by an absolute conveyance. executed by himself and wife, on the 27th day of
April, 1859.

CHURCH BUILDINGS

The plan of the church as proposed by Mark Humphrey, architect and builder, in 1858,
was adopted. The frame was raised on the first day of July, 1859. The ladies of the society
served dinner on the grounds. The building was completed at a cost of about $2,200 and
was dedicated in August, 1860. President Edmund B. Fairfield. D. D., of Hillsdale College,
preached the sermon on the occasion. The chapel has been slightly remodeled since it
was first erected, and in 1877 the sheds were built.

PASTORS

Elder Samuel Whitcomb was pastor of the church from its organization but was absent for
some, months on different occasions during the time. Elder H. S. Limbocker labored with
the church as an evangelist and as supply on one or more of these occasions. Sometimes
services were held once in four weeks and sometimes once in two weeks. The ministers
received from twenty-five to one hundred and seventy-five dollars a year as salary, and
were compelled to work on their farms during the week to support their families and to
prepare their sermons while following the plow. Elder E. Hall was, pastor from, 1840 to
1841. Elder Limbocker became pastor in 1842. | am unable to ascertain how long he
remained. It is probable that there was no regular pastor of the church a portion of the time
until 1847. Elder Cyrus Coltren preached in 1847 and 1848. Professor Horace Wellington
was pastor in 1849 and 1850. Rev. Edmund B. Fairfield, D. D., ministered to the church
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for a time in 1851 and 1852. Elder Schuyler Aldrich was pastor from 1852 to 1855. Elder
Elijah Cook supplied the pulpit in 1856 and at various other times. Rev. Ranson Dunn, D.
D., preached as a supply on various occasions. In 1857 Elder F. P. Auger became pastor
and remained three years, He was an able preacher and a good business manager. Under
41 his leadership a new departure was taken and the Sunday school, church and society
were conducted upon business principles. The means were raised and this church edifice
was erected under his ministrations. Elder O. D. Auger, a brother of Elder F. P. Auger,
was pastor from 1860 to April 7, 1861. Elder John Ashley was pastor from 1861 to 1867,
Elder Geo. R. Holt was pastor from 1867 to 1870, Elder A. W. Ensign was pastor from
1870 to 1872. Elder A. J. Marshall was pastor from 1872 to 1873, Prof. J. S. Copp was
pastor from 1873 to 1876, Elder G. S. Chappel was pastor from 1876 to 1877, Elder John
Ashley was pastor from 1877 to 1881 and Elder F R. Randall was pastor from 1881 to the
present time. In those early days when from poverty or other causes the church had, no
regular pastor, the members met regularly in their covenant and social meetings and kept
the organization together. President E. B. Fairfield, Prof. D. M. Graham and Prof. H. E.
Whipple have occupied the pulpit for short periods. Elder Wm. H. Osborn was pastor of the
Eckford church for some time. Elders Whitcomb and Limbocker and Professors Wellington
and Graham also ministered to the Eckford church at various times as pastor or supply.

The first twenty years of the church history may be classified as the pioneer period. The
people were pioneers, they had pioneer preaching and pioneer singing. The jaded farm
horses before a lumber wagon constituted the most stylish turnout seen going to church.

| have seen whole families drive up to the old schoolhouse in lumber wagons, drawn by
oxen. Calico dresses and coarse shoes had not been deprived of church privileges and
excluded from the house of God. The fathers and mothers did not ride so fast on the road
to church as do their children and grand-children today, but they started early and were
quite as prompt. They put in a full day's worship each Sunday. No twenty minute sermons
were delivered. The morning sermon (as near as | can now time its length) was about
two hours long, after which was an intermission of about half an hour, when the lunch
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basket was passed around; then came Sunday school and after Sunday school another
short sermon, then all returned to their homes, conscious of having given good time, at
least, in their worship. They had no organ, no church choir, but the congregation, when
led by the enthusiastic voice of Elder Elijah Cook, never failed to sing “with the spirit and
understanding.” Many of us can recall the thrilling eloquence and the impressive power
of Elder Whitcomb as he gave expression to his agonizing petitions, to his overflowing
gratitude and sublime adoration, in prayer. We can also recall the inspiring power and
religious fervor of Elder Cook in social meetings in the exercise of his rare gift of song. 6

42
DEACONS

Cornelius Putnam, Charles Smith, Charles Olin. Ira J. Wilkins, Horace B. Hayes, John
Blake, Joseph C. Daniels, Elisha H. Cook, Lafayette J. Andrus, Theodore Cook and H. H.
Sheers have held the office of deacons in this church, and Daniel Dunakin was chosen in
the Eckford church.

MINISTERS LICENSED AND ORDAINED

Twelve members of this church and its branches have been licensed to preach, and
ordained to the christian ministry on the recommendation of this church, during its
existence, whose names are as follows: Stephen H. Wilson, E. Hall, David Powers, Elijah
Cook, Jr., Lewis J. Whitcomb, Walter H. Watkins, Stephen Mead, William H. Osborn,
George R. Holt. Henry B. Richey, Ennis Maynard, and J. D. McColl, D. M. Graham, and
Horace Wellington, were ordained on the recommendation of this church. Walter H.
Watkins and Wm. H. Osborn were members of the Eckford church or branch.

MEMBERSHIP

This church has been the spiritual home of nearly five hundred members; during the half
century nearly five hundred persons have taken that solemn covenant just read. This
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flock has had its sunshine and its shadow, its prosperity and its adversity. It has had its
joys, its revival and times of spiritual growth, and its sorrows, its indifference and times

of spiritual decline. Yet in the light of the years, it seems to have had more of sunshine
than of shadow, more of prosperity than of adversity. It has been a power for good in this
community, in the denomination and state. Whether this church has been “as a city set on
a hilt that cannot be hid,” as was devoutly prayed by its founders in that christian covenant
taken by them fifty years ago, can only he judged by its works. Has this organization,
through its members, done anything for the cause of religion, christian education, human
freedom, and for gospel missions? Has it fulfilled its mission? By its fruits shall it be
judged.

CAUSE OF RELIGION

Who can outline the religious influence of this church? Who can describe the spiritual
influence of any active christian church, of the impulses of morality and piety, of the
assurances of faith and of the hopes of immortality and of heaven, there inspired? We
can only gather a few leaves from the wayside and breathe the incense as it arises from
the altar. We may note the 43 good deeds of charity and feel the general influence of
brotherly love; but we cannot on earth reach the choicest fruits of a christian church; the
golden fruitage can only be gathered in heaven. The pastors of this church have been
earnest and devoted men. They have preached the gospel from the Book itself. They have
guoted poetry, not from Shakespeare and the modern poets, but from the Psalms and
Isaiah. They have quoted authority, not so much from Tyndall, Huxley and Darwin as from
the sermon on the Mount; from John and St. Paul. A number of powerful revivals have
been had and lasting religious impressions have here been made. No one can question
but what this church has exerted a great influence upon the morality of this community.
An enthusiastic Sabbath school has been continually maintained for nearly two score
years, in which the old and the young have been interested students of the Bible. This

Historical Collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society ... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 10 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298¢



Library of Congress

Sabbath school has been in fact, the nursery of the church. A majority of the members of
the church, at the present time, were first members of the Sabbath school.

EDUCATIONAL CAUSE

To appreciate the important part performed by the members of this church in the
educational movement, we must go back fifty years in the history of our state and of

the Freewill Baptist denomination and consider the standard of public sentiment upon

the question as it then existed. The commonwealth of Michigan was then in its infancy.
The people had not then had the influence of a graded school in every village and city.
They had not lived beneath the light of our great university, nor had the benefits of our
numerous denominational colleges. Neither pastor nor people had enjoyed the educational
advantages which they now possess. There was no college in the Freewill Baptist
denomination and its oldest seminary had then been in existence only four years. The

first Freewill Baptist church was organized by Benjamin Randall on the 30th day of June,
1780, and the denomination thus founded was not fifty-six years old when this church was
organized. The ministers were mostly uneducated men. Says a denominational historian:
“Prejudice against an educated ministry and education for the ministry predominated
during the first sixty years of the denominational existence, and for a long time previous to
1840 the denomination had been losing from its ranks many ministers of piety and promise
on account of its position on the question of education.” Elder David Marks tells us that
when he determined to acquire an education he was accustomed to hide his grammar
from his ministerial brethren to avoid their expressions of disapproval. It is but just to say
that this sentiment was not confined to the Freewill Baptist denomination, but that it was
common with many other 44 religious sects and was a result of the limited educational
advantages of the day. Our present public school system has since revolutionized this
condition of affairs in the state and our numerous, denominational schools have worked

a change in the church. Prior to 1840 the subject of education had been discussed in
denominational circles in New England, and on the 15th day of January, 1840, the Freewill
Baptist Educational Society was organized at Acton, Maine, “to provide means for the
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intellectual and moral improvement of young ministers.” This indicates the educational
status in the east. The denomination, comparatively speaking, had no schools for higher
education and but very few educated members and ministers. Strange as it may seem to
us, the question of an educated ministry and the educational movement were subjects of
excited discussion and were opposed with the greatest earnestness in denominational
circles.

Elder Samuel Whitcomb, the organizer and first pastor of this church, was the earliest
advocate and the leading champion of an educated ministry and of the educational
movement as a part of the denominational polity in Michigan. He had the sagacity to
foresee that the church of the future would require an educated ministry. As a means

to that end, we find him, soon after this church was established, advocating with his
accustomed zeal, the establishment of a denominational school in the state. Elijah

Cook, Jr., who began preaching soon after, heartily endorsed this policy and pushed

the measure with all his stalwart power. During these early years Elders Whitcomb and
Cook preached and organized churches in Calhoun, Branch. Jackson, Eaton and Barry
counties.. They advocated the necessity of an educated ministry in their pulpits and
agitated the question of a denominational school in the state. Wherever these evangelists
labored the educational movement, so called, in the denomination, was brought before the
people, and their churches were pushed to the front, far in advance of the other churches
in the state. Among the prominent laymen in the denomination who took a leading position
at that early day in the educational movement, | am able to mention Daniel Dunakin

and Eli T. Chase, of this church, Henlan Cowles and Thomas Dunton of Battle Creek,
Joseph S. Blaisdell of Assyria, Joseph C. Bailey and Jonathan Videto of Spring Arbor,

and Rosevelt Davis of Blackman. Elder H. S. Limbocker, one of the early pastors of this
church, was also one of the pioneer leaders in this movement. At that time the members
of the denomination were few in numbers, widely scattered and poor in purse. The yearly
meeting, first organized in the state at Leoni in 1839, contained only four hundred and sixty
communicants. The agitation of the educational cause prior to 1844 had been principally
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carried on, as it had been begun, by Elders Whitcomb, Cook and Limbocker, and it had
been 45 mostly confined to communicants in Calhoun and in adjoining counties where
they had preached. These old fathers, though uneducated themselves and identified with
an uneducated denomination and living in an uneducated age, recognized education as
the handmaid of religion and preached this truth to their congregations. The ways and
means, the plans and possibilities for a denominational school were for years the subject
of conversation between Elders Whitcomb and Cook as they met in neighborly intercourse.
While Isaac E. Crary and John D. Pierce at Marshall, in the province of statesmanship
were discussing and perfecting the plan of our state public school system, laying its
foundation broad and deep to be crowned by our great university, Samuel Whitcomb and
Elijah Cook, Jr., here on Cook's prairie, in the domain of church polity, were discussing
and perfecting the plan and laying its foundations broad and deep for a denominational
school in the state, to be crowned by Hillsdale college.

ORGANIZED ACTION

The denominational yearly meeting was to convene for its fourth annual conference at
Franklin, Lenawee county, in June, 1844. The Calhoun quarterly meeting at that time
contained the churches situated in Calhoun and adjoining counties. The delegates from
this quarterly meeting to the yearly meeting were appointed some weeks before the yearly
meeting was to convene. Samuel Whitcomb and Elijah Cook, Jr., from this church, Henlan
Cowles and Thomas Dunton, from Battle Creek, and Joseph S. Blaisdell, of Assyria,

were the delegates appointed. They all favored the educational movement, and after their
appointment conferred together and determined to bring the subject of a denominational
school before the yearly meeting for action. Elder David Marks was at that time the most
prominent leader in the educational movement and was high authority in the denomination.
After preaching for twenty years with zeal, power and success he was then pursuing

a regular course of study at Oberlin College. Elder Cook wrote a letter to Elder Marks
informing him of the measure proposed to be brought before this yearly meeting and
urged him to be present to advocate the cause. Elder Marks was prevented from being
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present by sickness, but he wrote Elder Cook a letter, which was read to the conference,
approving the proposed action.

The yearly meeting convened at Franklin in June, 1844. Lewis J. Thompson delivered

an address before the conference on christian education. Elder Whitcomb, early in the
business session of the conference, made a motion to raise ten thousand dollars to
establish a denominational school within the limits of the yearly meeting. Rosevelt Davis
seconded the motion and it was 46 discussed at length and at different sessions of the
conference. It was a new measure to the great majority of the delegates and they were
not prepared to grapple with the question and assume the financial burden. The motion
was advocated by Elders Whitcomb, Cook and others. The approval of the measure by
Elder David Marks, with the magic power of his name, was marshaled in its support. The
motion trembled in the balance and seemed doomed to be lost. Laurens B. Potter (now
Elder Potter of Lansing), believing that the measure would be lost, unless modified in
some way, drafted a resolution to establish a denominational school in the state and to
call a convention of the churches at Jackson to perfect the plan and to carry the resolution
into effect, and offered it as a substitute. The vote was taken on this resolution, Samuel
Whitcomb, Elijah Cook, Jr., Heman Cowles. Thomas Dunton, and Joseph S. Blaisdell,
the take delegates from the Calhoun quarterly meeting, voted in favor of the measure; the
rest of the conference were silent and did not vote. Do we fully realize the importance of
this vote? The vote of these five men on this measure, originally introduced by Samuel
Whitcomb, gave to the denomination, to the state and to the world, Hillsdale college.

The convention provided for in this resolution convened at Jackson in July or August,
1844, and appointed Cyrus Coltren (who was afterwards pastor of this church two years)
agent to procure subscriptions, and to locate the school where the most contributions for
the enterprise should be raised, having due regard for the healthfulness of the locality.
Cook's Prairie competed with Leoni, Jackson, and Spring Arbor for the school. Elder
Cook tried to procure from Deacon Henry Cook the high grounds in the center of the
prairie, now occupied by the buildings of Theodore Cook for a site. Spring Arbor raised
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the largest subscription and secured the prize. This community, headed by the generous
subscriptions of Elijah Cook, Jr., Daniel Dunakin, Eli T. Chase and others contributed
liberally to the enterprise. We must remember that a hundred dollars then was more

of a sacrifice for the majority than a thousand dollars would be now. It would be less
burdensome for this church and society to raise fifteen thousand dollars to endow a
Whitcomb professorship of theology, or a Cook's Prairie professorship of natural sciences
in Hillsdale college now, than it was to raise the few hundred dollars donated to establish
Michigan Central college at Spring Arbor then. The school opened on the 4th day of
December, 1844. Henry R. Cook, Stella Mead and Laura Hayes from this church were
among the first students. During the first term of the school the treasury and the wood pile
of the institution were exhausted at the same time. Henry R. Cook volunteered to divide
his time between his books and the woods. He shouldered his ax, and felled the trees in
the woods, and prepared 47 the timbers for the sleigh, a neighbor volunteered to haul the
wood to the school room and Stephen Mead and others prepared it for the stove, and thus
the members of this church, in that emergency, saved the infant college from freezing out
and kept the school open.

The legislature of 1845 granted a charter to the school, but refused to give the authority
to confer degrees. Elijah Cook, Jr., was the first trustee named in that charter. The first
building was commenced in 1845. Daniel Dunakin laid the stone foundation with his
own hands as a part of his contribution to the enterprise. The charter of the college was
amended in 1850 and the power to confer degrees was bestowed. This was the first
denominational college chartered in the state of Michigan and the first ever chartered in
the Freewill Baptist denomination. Elijah Cook, Daniel Dunakin, Eli T. Chase and E. H.
Cook were among its most influential trustees. When the question of moving the college
from Spring Arbor arose, the trustees from this church held the balance of power and
turned the scale in favor of removal and thereby multiplied the usefulness and greatness
of the college tenfold. These men staked their fortunes for this college enterprise. The
old charter at Spring Arbor made the trustees jointly and severally liable for all judgments
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that should be obtained against the corporation. A suit was commenced against Elijah
Cook, Daniel Dunakin and Eli T. Chase, impleaded with the Michigan Central college

and other trustees, but a favorable decision of the court saved them from loss. Daniel
Dunakin and Eli T. Chase were members of a committee of five selected by the board

of trustees to determine the new location of the institution, and they joined in the report
locating the college at Hillsdale. Eli T. Chase for some time held the title of the property at
Hillsdale in trust for the college. After the grounds were obtained and the buildings were
nearly completed at Hillsdale, the courts decided that the special charter granted to the
school at Spring Arbor could not be used at Hillsdale without legislative consent. The

new constitution of the state, which went into effect in 1851, prohibited all special college
charters. It had been the established policy of our state up to that time to reserve the
power of conferring collegiate degrees exclusively for the university. At that time the power
to confer degrees had never been granted to any institution aside from the university,
except to the Michigan Central college at Spring Arbor. In this case the legislature fixed the
standard of scholarship so high that it deemed it impossible for the institution to reach it, or
the power would not then have been given.

Daniel Dunakin was elected from this district to the house of representatives, in the state
legislature, in 1854. He was on the prudential or building committee of the new college at
Hillsdale without a charter arid had a deep 48 interest in the enterprise. Undoubtedly he
did more work than any other member of the legislature of 1855 to change the policy of the
state and to secure the passage of the general college law. Largely through his influence
the law was passed and Hillsdale college was the first institution to incorporate under its
provisions. The policy of the state was changed and, as the result, we now have a number
of flourishing and useful denominational colleges in the state. Daniel Dunakin and Elijah
Cook were elected members of the first board of trustees at Hillsdale, and Mr. Dunakin
served on the board until his death in 1875. Franklin Mead has also served on the board
of trustees several terms. This church and society have contributed thousands of dollars
to build and endow Hillsdale college, and have sent scores of students to its classic halls.
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Has this church, through its members, done anything for the educational cause? Samuel
Whitcomb, the organizer and first pastor of this church, was the pioneer leader in the
educational movement of the denomination in the state of Michigan, and he can properly
be called the father of Hillsdale college. He was the great leader in this march of progress
And by his side, as he marshaled his forces to battle ignorance, as his wise counselors,
efficient supporters and trusted lieutenants, under the banner of progress, we always
found Elijah Cook, Daniel Dunakin and Eli T. Chase. Had it not been for the far seeing
sagacity and the early labors and brave leadership of these men action would not have
been taken at Franklin, and the school would not have been opened Arbor in 1844. Had it
not been for the influence and votes of this church, in 1852 and 1853, the school would not
have and to a broader field of usefulness. In fact, had it not been for the lives and labors
of these men, the Freewill Baptist denomination to-day would not have had its grandest
possession, Hillsdale college, With its fifteen thousand men and women, disciplined by its
hand, scattered all over the world. Truly these fathers builded better than they knew, but
they had the “hearts to conceive, the understandings to direct and the hands to execute.”

ANTI-SLAVERY CAUSE

It is now an easy matter to be opposed to human slavery; in fact it is almost impossible

to find a pro-slavery man or woman, north or south. It was not so forty years ago. The
democratic party then in power favored slavery, the free-soil or Wilmot proviso wing

of the party, was in the minority. The whig party at that time had a strong anti-slavery
element, yet it was compromising with the devil on the slavery question. These two parties
then moulded public sentiment and controlled legislative measures. In those days 49

to be an abolitionist was to be an object of derision and contempt. It required earnest
convictions and moral courage for a church to espouse the cause of the slave, and
stamina of character and strong individuality for a man to defy the prevailing sentiments
and become an outspoken abolitionist. Early in the anti-slavery agitation this church took a
decided stand, and on the 19th day of May, 1838, in its monthly covenant meeting, passed
a resolution to do all that its members could consistently do to advance the cause of the
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abolition of slavery. This church was in advance of the denomination on this question,

for the Freewill Baptist denomination did not make the question of slave ownership a test
of church fellowship and refuse to admit slaveholders to its communion until its general
conference in 1839. Soon the individual members of this church began to sever their
relations with the old political parties on account of their positions on the institution of
slavery. In 1844 Eli T. Chase voted with the abolition party, when it cast only eleven
votes in the township of Eckford. Soon after Samuel Whitcomb, John Whitcomb, Elijah
Cook, E. H. Cook, Horace B. Hayes and others whose names | cannot now give, became
champions for the African slave and Voted the abolition ticket. | can recall some of the
sneers that were directed against these advance guards of universal freedom. When we
remember that it is often easier to be shot at than to be laughed at, we can form some
idea of the strong convictions and moral courage of these men in those early days. In 1854
Eli T. Chase, E. H. Cook and Daniel Dunakin were members of that immortal convention
“under the oaks at Jackson,” and helped organize the republican party; that instrument, in
the hands of God, which destroyed the hideous institution of slavery in our land and gave
back to the African race the God given right of liberty.

PATRIOTISM

This church and society has not been wanting in patriotic efforts. They contributed liberally
of their means and sent scores of men to vindicate the America flag, and to serve the
union on the bloody field of battle. Among these patriots who gave their lives for their
country | find the names of Smith Rhodes, Orlando Crocker, Harrison Richey and Cicero
Kennedy on your church roll, and from your society | recall the names of Sewall A.
Jennison, Hoyt Henshaw, Sylvester Mumbrue, Lester Mumbrue and Bert. Spaulding.
Some died in the dismal camp, some on the field of battle, and some starved in the
loathsome prison pen.

“Dust may return to dust, but deep Within the hearts of freedom's sons, Embalmed forever,
love shall keep 7
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The memory of these faithful ones; And coming years shall swell our lays And weave new
laurels for each head, While grateful freemen sing the praise Forever due our noble dead.

MISSIONARY CAUSE

This church has contributed something, at least, to the cause of missions. The ladies have
not only maintained their church society here, but have extended their labors over broader
fields. The Freewill Baptist Woman's Missionary Society of the Calhoun and North Branch
guarterly meeting and the Woman's Missionary Society of the St. Joseph Valley yearly
meeting were organized, and, to a great extent, have been conducted by the ladies of this
church. This church, this quarterly meeting and this yearly meeting all owe their flourishing
missionary organizations to the ladies of the Cook's Prairie church. The labors of Mrs.
Electa Potterson French. Mrs. Julia Hofer Cook and Mrs. Alma Dunakin Owens and their
co-workers from this church will not soon be forgotten. The seed that they have sown will
bring forth fruit throughout the world wherever Freewill Baptist missionaries are spreading
the gospel of Christ.

CONCLUSION

This church has lived and labored fifty years. Has it fulfilled its high mission? Will it live
and labor another fifty years? Who of us will be present at the centennial anniversary of
this church fifty years from now? Will this church be visible then? These questions come
crowding upon us at this hour. This church to-day has one hundred and fifty members
bound together by the strongest ties of harmony and brotherly love. It owns this neat and
valuable church property and is free from debt. Its wealth has increased since the fathers
commenced to worship here fifty fold, | can see no reason why this church vine should
not grow, be thrifty and bring forth rich fruit at the end of the century. The fact that one of
the original thirteen members is with us to-night, though past three score years and ten,
yet young and joyous in spirit, gives us hope that many of the church and society of today
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will live to celebrate the next semi-centennial anniversary and carry the traditions of the
present time to that generation, as Mr. Chase to-night brings the traditions of the fathers
and spreads them before us. What a rare combination of privileges Mr. Eli T. Chase has
enjoyed. How appropriate it is that he, as chairman of the executive committee, should
have charge of this anniversary celebration. He is not only the sole survivor of the church
as organized fifty years ago, but is the only man now residing in the township 51 who
voted at the first township meeting held in Eckford in 1836, and is the only man surviving
who voted at that election except Andrew Herrick, now of Homer. As a man of deeds,

not of words, he has taken an active part in the religious and social questions of this
church and community, and has participated in the educational and political affairs in his
township, county and state. He has lived to see the educational movement triumph in his
denomination, and the sentiment of his church completely revolutionized on the subject.
He has lived not only to see the institution of slavery wiped out, but to see the slave made
a citizen and enfranchised. What a blessing to see these fond hopes all realized. He has
helped to make this history, and now it must be a source of great satisfaction to him, and it
will be a support to him in his declining years to feel conscious that the world is freer, wiser
and better for his having lived in it.

We have consecrated grounds in our midst. Just across the way in your beautiful prairie
cemetery are the graves of Samuel Whitcomb, Elijah Cook. Catherine Cook, Daniel
Danakin, Eliza Ann Dunakin, Jacob Rosecratz, Clarissa Rosecrantz and John Blake, eight
of the first members of this church—eight of the founders of this church fifty years ago. In
the wilderness they planted it for me and you. With grateful hearts let us ever cherish their
memories, and as spring time shall come in each fleeting year, cover their graves with
sweetest flowers of love.

Let every Spring Arbor and Hillsdale student remember that to Samuel Whitcomb,

Elijah Cook, Daniel Dunakin, Eli T. Chase, E. H. Cook and Franklin Mead he owes a
personal debt of gratitude. Let every Freewill Baptist who appreciates the progress of his
denomination and its educational institutions remember that here the seed was sown and
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here the plan was conceived and here the influences were started, out of which has grown
Hillsdale college. Let the christian and the patriot remember that this church has been

on the right side of all great, moral and religious questions, has been in the front ranks

of many of the reform movements of the day, and has done much for right living, for right
ruling, for man and for God. From the achievements of these humble men, under God's
blessing, may we not learn a lesson and take courage, remembering that

“We live in deeds, not years, in thoughts, not breaths, In feelings, not in figures on a dial.
We should count time by heart throbs. He most lives Who thinks most, feels the noblest,
acts the best.”

52
HISTORY OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH AT GALESBURG

CONTRIBUTED BY A. D. P. VAN BUREN
[John S. Martin, in Galesburg Enterprise, June 12, 1885.]

The Methodist Episcopal society, in connection with Galesburg and vicinity, was organized
in July, 1838, by Rev. James T. Robe, now living in Kalamazoo. Its membership at that
date were Jabez Rogers, wife and daughter, Mrs. Warden, Moses McClellan and wife,
Mrs. Hannah Austin, Mrs. Luke Rugg, Mrs. J. Burnette and son—nine persons. Their place
of worship from the date of organization to 1837 was Mr. Rogers' residence, a double log
house that stood on the west side of the present David Vosburg farm; from 1837 to 1840 in
a log school-house built on Henry Rogers' farm, now owned by Luther Eldred; from 1840
to 1845 in a frame school-house 15 rods north from the southwest corner of Ralph Tuttle's
farm, now owned by Mr. Carr; from 1845 to 1848 in the Baptist church in this village; from
1848 to 1852 in the Presbyterian church; then one year in the “Variety Store,” now a part
of Mr. Knapp's present residence; then for a time in the Baptist church again. In January,
1855, their first house of worship was dedicated; built where the Adventist church now
stands. They occupied this church until June, 1871, when it was burned to the ground,
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without insurance. They met then for a short time in the Baptist church again until the
basement of their present edifice was ready for occupancy. On December 28, 1875, the
church was finished and dedicated and the society has worshiped in it to the present date.
The following ministers have served the society from its organization, figures below being
date of appointment:

53 Year Pastor. Presiding Elder. 1832 J. T. Robe James Armstrong. 1833 R. C. Meek "
1834 J. T. Robe Richard Hargraves. 1835 S. S. Williams " 1836 E. L. Kellogg, H. B. Beers
" 1837 E.L. Kellogg, Jacob Colclazer Aaron Wood. 1838 William Tod, H. Worthington J.
Ercanbrack. 1839 H. Van Order, O. S. Mills " 1840 R. R. Richards, R. H. Cook " 1841 R.
R. Richards, Edward S. Kellogg J.F. Davidson. 1842 J. W. Birer, R. R. Richards " 1843

J. T. Parker, J. T. Hudson " 1844 S. C. Stringham " 1845 Daniel Bush William Sprague.
1846 R. R. Young " 1847 V. G. Boynton " 1848 R. L. Farnsworth " 1849-50 V. Mosher
Francis B. Bangs. 1851 A. Wakefield 1852 A. Dunton Resin Sapp. 1853 I.C. Abbott " 1854
" George Bradley. 1855 F Gage J. Jennings 1856 R. Sapp " 1857-8 S. Steel " 1859 I. C,
Abbott E. Holstock. 1860 V. G. Boynton F. B. Bangs. 1861 A. Billings " 1862—-3 H. M. Joy
" 1864 W. W. Johnson R. Sapp. 1865-6 A. J. Van Wyck " 1867 G. W. Sherman " 1868 "
T. Lyon. 1869 " I. Coggshall. 1870 J. W. Miller " 1871-2 D. Engle " 1873—4 C. L. Barnhart
H. C. Peck. 1875-6. L. W. Earl " 1877-8 H. P. Henderson J. W. Miller. 1879-80 J. A.
Sprague " 1881-2 J. P. Force W. J. Aldrich. 1883—4 E. S. Mechesney " 54

EARLY MICHIGAN
BY WILLIAM H. CROSS
[Read before the Branch County Pioneer Society, December 28, 1885.]

Michigan territory in 1820 had a population of 8,765; in 1830, 31,639. It then comprised

all the territory north and west of Ohio, Indiana and lllinois, and east of the Mississippi. In
1834 was added to it all file country west of the Mississippi river and north of Missouri, with
a delegate in Congress to ask for what he wished, but with no vote to give to obtain it. *

How is it to-day? We have Michigan, Wisconsin, lowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, Colorado,
with twelve United States senators, nearly one seventh of the senate, forty one members
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of the house of representatives over one eighth of that house, and much more than

one eighth of the brains and business of either house, with over 9,000,000 of the best
educated, intelligent, active and independent inhabitants of the globe; and this is what
Michigan of 1834 has become in 1885, within fifty one years. The world does move in the
northwest.

My first fall and winter in Michigan and my first night, fifty nine years ago, were spent

in the woods alone. On the last day of September, 1826. | came to Tecumseh, on the
river Raisin, the then western farming settlement of the territory, consisting of about
twenty five families. The next day but one (the first being Sunday) | went to work for Peter
Low, digging potatoes. | worked ten days and was taken with a severe attack of bilious
dysentery and was unable to do any work for four Weeks. | then went with my brother
Robert J., who had been preparing a place and cutting logs for a house on our lands,

four miles above the village and two from any settler, to assist him what | could and be
company for him. Through the month of December we got our house up, a building of
16x18 feet inside, with a shingle roof, two floors, a glass window, and board doors: a
decidedly aristocratic mansion for those days, for it had a stick-chimney above the edge
of the roof. About the middle of January our stock of corn, on which we depended for

our corn meal for bread and for feeding a team of oxen, had got so low that it became
necessary for one of us to go to Monroe, thirty five miles, for that and other 55 needed
supplies for winter and spring. | was not strong enough to chop but thought | could go, and
left with my oxen and sled, the snow being nearly a foot deep. The first day | went about
twenty miles to the mouth of the Saline river, the next day to Monroe, and traded some
deer skins and peltries we had got of the Indians, and with a little money bought a barrel
of Ohio flour, a barrel of salt, a few groceries, nails and other needed indispensable things
for cabin use, and, with what corn | could haul, got back seven miles toward home. Next
day | got to what was known as the Big Prairie, where were some stacks of hay, put up

by Mr. Evans, of Tecumseh. As | neared the prairie. | cut a number of logs of beech and
maple wood, loaded them on my sled to make a fire with when | got to the hay stacks, and
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just at dusk | got there, when | took the cattle from the sled, turned them in their yoke to
the side of the stacks and let them help themselves, and | made a fire with my wood, then
thawed out some bread and pork | had with me, which was hard frozen, made my supper,
and creeping into the hay stack as far as | could, with my blankets, made myself as
comfortable as | could for that severely cold night, being eight miles from a settler's cabin,
that being my first night in the woods alone. The next day | got home, some seventeen
miles, about sundown, with my load of about 1,200 pounds of much needed things for
future use.

FIRST WINTER IN COLDWATER, 1830-31.

After the winter of 1826—7 we spent three more winters in Tecumseh, making
improvements on our farms, but in June, 1830, we sold out our farms there, and in
October, 1830, bought that part of your city lying on the east three-fourths of section 21.
The four winters spent on the Raisin made us conclude that the winters of Michigan were
much less severe than they were in Ontario county, N. Y., for they had proved so; but
those of 1830-31 and 1831-2, tile first we spent in Coldwater, forced us to the conclusion
that either a change from the eastern watershed to the western made harder winters,

or that the Indians were correct in their declaration that the white men brought more
snow and colder weather with them to kill off their ponies and the game upon which they
depended for their living, for these first two winters, 1830-1 and 1831-2, were much more
severe than any we had before met in Michigan. And these winters we had to bring our
provisions for ourselves, and most of our corn and grain and part of our hay for our stock
from Tecumseh, nearly sixty miles, and on such roads as the frontiersmen had opened
on the line of the Indian trail, with not a stream bridged but all to be forded, and it was
cheerfully done, for our hearts were strong, our minds determined. Our anticipations of
good farms, freedom from rents, independence from landlords and from being required to
change places at another man's command, 56 and all the future bright and blooming with
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promise of future fortune, we were willing to work and win, only asking life and health for
us and ours, and the results were fully accomplished in all southwestern Michigan.

The Grand Haven Herald recently sent out a request for all persons settling before May
14, 1826, to communicate with it. We condense from nearly two columns of interesting
letters the year of settlement. name and present location of all who responded. In 1815,
A. L. and B. O. Williams, who reside at Owosso, E. S. Williams, Flint, and their sister, Mrs.
M. A. Hodges, Pontiac, came to Michigan; S.C. Manson, East Saginaw, aged 85, came
to Detroit in 1817. C.C. and H. A. Rood, Grand Rapids, J. E. Voorheis, Frankfort, Mrs.

J. E. Gillett, Lansing, Mrs. N. Frost, Cheboygan, David Knox. Sr., St. Joseph, and J. M.
Dewey, Owosso, came in 1823. Mrs. Hope Leman. North Newberg, Shiawassee county,
Simeon French, Detroit, Ezekiel French. Dubuque, lowa, Mrs. W. Green, aged 83, and
Mrs. George Collins, Farmington, aged 89, John Geddes, aged 84, and J. J. Parshall,
aged 61, moved into the territory in 1824. Edward Hawley, Kalamazoo, Philo Parsons,
Ypsilanti aged 79, J. D. Ackerman, Union City, Mrs. A. Beardslee, Flint. Allen Tibbits,
Coldwater, aged 81, Mrs. J. E. Hawkins, Fenton, 81, Herman N. Hicks. Ann Arbor, 68,
Orange K. VanAmberg, Brighton, Rufus Thayer, Plymouth, 85, William Power, Farmington,
70, Ira Hough, Plymouth, 83, Leland Green, Farmington, 83, Allen Durfree, 83, and A.
Kingsley, Livonia, came in 1825. Dexter Briggs, Livonia, 81, Earl D. Hamblin, Imlay City,
Roswell Burr. Davisburg, Sullivan Armstrong, Tremont, Alfred J. Armstrong, Ashland
Center, and Horace Carpenter, Ann Arbor, 80, come in 1826.

| add the following persons in St. Joseph county; also the names of persons now residing
in St. Joseph county who came to Michigan before and in 1826:

To Mich. To St. Jo. Alvin Calhoun 1817 1827 John W. Fletcher 1824 1829 George W.
Thurston 1824 1827 David Knox, Sr 1823 1823 William Connor 1825 1827 John Sturgis,
2d 1824 1827 William H. Cross 1826 1830 Hamden A. Hickox, born in Michigan 1809 Miss
Althea Lawrence, " 1817 1827 Miss Mahala Hampson " 1824 1829 Mrs. Sarah Fletcher, "
1823 1830 57
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No doubt there are others, but | am not sure, and | hope may be added those from your
own county besides our old friend Allen Tibbits as above.

What a host of memories must William B. Sprague have in store, who has lived in every
president's time from Washington to Cleveland.

EARLY DAYS IN MICHIGAN
BY ALFRED L. DRIGGS, OF CONSTANTINE
[From the St. Joseph County Advertiser, July 9, 1885.]

There are few persons now living, who, from personal experience, have any idea of the
trials, adventures and hardships of those who over 50 years ago, went into the wilderness
of Michigan to carve out homes for themselves. It must be hard for the present inhabitants
of this densely populated, highly cultivated and prosperous state to realize that but little
more than 50 years ago it was really and truly a howling wilderness—the home of wild
animals, and Indians, more savage and more dreaded than the wild animals. It seems
almost like a dream that all this growth and improvement had so recent a beginning. While
enjoying the bountiful present, a knowledge of the past and of the early days in Michigan
will not be unprofitable, and | trust not uninteresting. By request of some of my friends, |
will give a partial sketch of events, and my experience the first five years in Michigan.

At the age of 21 | left my parents’' home in Middleburgh, Schoharie county, N.Y., on the
first day of May, 1831, for Michigan. | arrived in Detroit, | think, on the 13th, and three days
later at Jackson. The county seat had just been located there. | soon rented the only saw
mill in the county, near the village, which | ran until the middle of July, when | was taken
with the ague, and had it on and off until the first of October. | then left Jackson for White
Pigeon in company with Daniel Hogan, then a merchant at Jackson, who had a horse

and buggy. At that time there was not a bridge over any river, creek, or marsh between
Jackson and White Pigeon. 8 58 There were only two rough board houses at Marshall;
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only Two buildings at Kalamazoo, a log house by Bronson, the first settler in the town, and
a board shanty by an Indian trader, named Austin. | left Kalamazoo for White Pigeon, at
that time the only place of trade, except Niles, in southwest Michigan. At White Pigeon
there were three stores, by Barry & Willard, E. S. Swan, and Kellogg Brothers; a fine hotel
kept by A. Savery, the only land office in the west part of the state. | boarded at the hotel,
having the ague part of the time. | left White Pigeon the fore part of January, 1832, for
Detroit, with the intention of returning to New York in the spring, in case | did not get rid of
the ague. | had a ride to Hog Creek, 30 miles east of White Pigeon. | stopped over night at
a log house kept by Judson. My bed was on the bare floor, with no clothing except what |
had on. At that place two men from the east, Wales Adams and William A. Kent, had just
built a cheap saw mill on Hog Creek, and neither had any knowledge about a mill. They
induced me to stop over a few days and instruct them.

While | was at White Pigeon | formed the acquaintance of a young man by the name of
King, from Connecticut. He was at the hotel with the ague while | was there; he had heard
| was stopping at Hog Creek: he came to see me and ask me if | knew of any speculation.
| told him | had examined a good mill site two miles north on Swan creek, in first-rate
heavy timber land. | told him | had no means to improve the site (I had the previous fall
entered the land on Broad street, where O. C. M. Bates now resides). He convinced me
he had sufficient means to improve the site. We at once entered into partnership, he to
furnish the means and | the experience: Without delay we commenced,—about the middle
of February,—cutting roads, building a log house, and getting out timber for a saw mill
frame; we bad hardly commenced getting the timber out when he received word from his
friends east that he had better locate further west; he left me with a lot of hands and not
fifteen dollars at my command; he assigned over to me what he had advanced, and | was
to pay him in two years. | went on With the improvement. | could obtain anything | wished
on time, my credit was unlimited, better than it is at this time. My mill was framed and
raised. | found a millwright. | previously bought a yoke of oxen and a wagon on time. | sent
one of my hands with the ox team to Detroit for the irons and castings, as they could not
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be obtained nearer. | had previously engaged them. | was endorsed by Oliver Raymond,
who was at that time a resident of Sturgis, and was well acquainted with the furnace man,
A.M. Hurd. My man was obliged to stay at Detroit until the mill irons were completed. |
sent my note payable one year from date for $150, by previous agreement. | started the
mill about the middle 59 of October. | settled with the millwright by giving him my note for
$125, payable one year from date. After | started the mill I had only cut a few logs when
the dam broke and came near upsetting the mill. | soon repaired both mill and dam, and
started the mill again. For more than four months | was not out of sight of the mill, and

ran it alone that time eighteen hours out of every twenty four. | soon had piles of lumber
about the mill, after supplying the demand in Branch and St. Joseph counties, but | was
heavily in debt and must raise money and was at a loss how. The roads through the heavy
timber lands were impassable to haul half a load. There was no snow that winter, and |
was obliged to haul logs on trucks. | conceived the idea of clearing out the creek about
five miles to the openings for the purpose of conveying my lumber to some market. | hired
the only man who was willing to assist me in the tedious job of working in ice water in the
month of March. the creek was cleared. | then employed men rafting the lumber in cribs,
some 1,500 feet in a crib. One man on a crib with a pole would run down the creek some
five miles to a bank in the openings, haul it out, and that was his day's labor. That was
repeated, rafting and running till I had about 100,000 feet on the bank. Then I hired teams
to haul the lumber to Colon lake and St. Joseph river. Then it was rafted and run down
said river to the mouth and Lake Michigan. There was but little or no demand for lumber
there.

| was told they had started a town across the lake at the mouth of Chicago river, where

it was thought | might make sale of my lumber. There was a vessel lying there—I think
the only one on Lake Michigan—uwith part of a load of flour bound for that town across
the lake. | bargained with the captain to put a deck load of lumber on his vessel. | also
chartered the vessel to return and take a cargo. | was to pay $200. We came in sight of
the town; the vessel was anchored over half a mile from shore, the lumber put on a scow
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and rowed in the river and put on the bank. There was no harbor there. | soon ascertained
| had come to a poor market to sell my lumber, about 20,000 feet of clear whitewood. | at
last made sale to a man by the name of Williams who was then keeping a 7 x 9 grocery.
He was the only man there who was able to purchase the lumber. There were at that time
about a dozen cheap houses or shanties, and one respectable one, called a hotel, the only
one that had any paint on it, was located where the Tremont house now stands. There
was a fort, and soldiers stationed there, which was commanded by Col. Whistler. | was in
the place two days, intending to leave for home the next morning and not return to St. Jo.
for the cargo | had bargained for. | was aware | could not sell it. Late in the afternoon my
friend Williams was hunting for me to inform me the 60 captain of the vessel had taken out
a warrant to arrest me for a breach of contract for not returning for the cargo, as he had
heard from some source | would not. | was not long paying my bill at the hotel, and struck
out for the beach of the lake. | traveled some time after dark, | think about 15 miles. Was
out of the state and safe. That was the first and only time | ever ran away from an officer.

| stopped over night at a log hut near the beach. The man had a squaw for his wife. | took
to the beach next morning, by way of Michigan City and Laporte, home. | also ran another
raft the next year, 1834, down the river to the lake. In the month of June, 1836, | sold my
mill and 400 acres of heavy timber land adjoining, for $4,500, and other lands. etc., for
$1,500. Chicago was then heard of. Some thought it might make a smart town. | thought

| might speculate. | went there on horseback with $6,000 on my person. | could then have
bought hundreds of acres now covered with building. | did not invest. | thought it only

a mushroom town located on a wet marsh. There had been considerable improvement
made since | saw it three years previous, in very cheap houses. even a small brick one. |
returned with my money. | bought that summer twenty two hundred acres of land in Branch
and St. Joseph counties and the following fall bought and built on Broad street.

THE EARLY SURVEYS OF MICHIGAN

Washington, Mich ., June 12, 1886 .
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Harriet A. Tenney, Recording Sec., State Pioneer Society, Lansing:

Madam —I enclose to your address a paper in reference to the public land surveys of
Michigan, which may be of interest and worthy of preservation. Having been an active
participant in these surveys since 1849, and knowing many of the deputy surveyors, am
pleased to note a desire on the part of those who would preserve historical data and
reminiscences of the past to deal justly and secure accuracy. In vol. 5, page 115, of the
“State Pioneer Collections,” the paper entitled “The life and times of William A. Burt, of
Mt. Vernon, Michigan,” should be credited to Geo. H. Cannon, of Washington, Macomb
county, Michigan, and not , as it erroneously is, to Scott Cannon, as no such person is
known to exist.

With great respect, etc., GEORGE H. CANNON.
61
To the Editor of the Post and Tribune:

In a recent number of your paper Mr. George S. Frost, in his historical address, is
represented as saying that “Mr. Trowbridge copied a list of the names of the white
inhabitants of the territory for the census of 1820.” And after recounting the places of
settlement which were then over that vast country, says: “The public surveys had not yet
extended even into this peninsula.” This is an error, as the linear surveys of that date
had occupied a large area of the southern portion of the territory; parts of Oakland and
Macomb counties having been surveyed as early as 1817 and 1818.

GEORGE H. CANNON.
Dept. Surveyor U.S. Lands .

Washington, Mich., December 25, 1882 .
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To the Editor of the Post and Tribune :

In your issue of December 27 | find the following from the pen of Mr. George H. Cannon,
the well known surveyor and “land-looker” of Macomb county:

In a recent number of your paper Mr. George S. Frost, in his historical address, is
represented as saying that “Mr. Trowbridge copied a list of the names of the white
inhabitants of the territory for the census of 1820.” And after recounting the places of
settlement which were then over that vast country, says: “The public surveys had not yet
extended even into this peninsula.” This is an error, as the linear surveys of that date
had occupied a large area of the southern portion of the territory; parts of Oakland and
Macomb counties having been surveyed as early as 1817 and 1818.

| think that the following will show that an attempt, at least, was made to survey a portion
of our state as early as 1815, although Mr. Cannon places the earliest date at 1817.

The document which | copy below is on file at the general land office at Washington,

and through the courtesy of the Hon. E. M. Marble, United States commissioner of
patents, several months ago, a copy was secured for me from the Hon. A. C. McFarland,
commissioner of the general land office, In addition to establishing a date | think it will
prove of interest to your many readers as illustrating in what opinion the lands of our
beautiful peninsula were held in 1815. It is proper to add that, acting upon the suggestion
of the surveyor general, the congress repealed the act making appropriation of Michigan
lands for the soldiers and | think appropriated other lands in lieu thereof located in Florida.
The document referred to | have never seen in print, and | copy it verbatim as follows:

Surveyor General's Office , Chillicothe, November 30, 1815 .
Sir :—

The surveyors who went to survey the military land in Michigan Territory have been
obliged to suspend their operations until the country shall be sufficiently frozen so as to
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bear man and beast. Knowing the desire of the government to have the lands surveyed
as soon as practicable, and my earnest importunities to urge the work forward, they
continued at work suffering incredible hardships until both men and beasts were literally
worn down with extreme suffering and fatigue—the frost set in early, and the ice covered
nearly the whole country, but broke through at every step, and the pack horses could
not be got along with them. they were therefore obliged to submit to the climate and its
attendant rigors, and desist for awhile, intending to attack them again as soon as they
think it possible to proceed.

| annex a description of the country which has been sent to me and which | am informed
all the surveyors concur in, it was only yesterday | received it and heard of their return
—s0 soon as their health and strength is recruited | expect to see them all, only one of
them having been here yet—in the mean time | think it my duty to give you the information,
believing that it is the wish of the government that the soldiers should have (as the act

of congress expresses) lands fit for cultivation, and that the whole of the two millions of
acres appropriated in the territory of Michigan will not contain anything like one hundredth
part of that quantity, 62 or is worth the expenses of surveying it, perhaps you may think
with me, that it will be proper to make this representation to the president of the United
States and he may avert all further proceedings—»by directing me to pay off what has
been done and abandon the country—congress being in session other lands could be
appropriated in lieu of them and might be surveyed as soon as those in Michigan—

for when the ice is sufficiently strong to bear man and beast, a deep snow would still
embarrass the surveyors. | shall therefore wait to hear your answer to this communication
before | proceed any further thinking | should be unfaithful to my trust if | had lost any time
in communicating the information received.

The country in the Indian boundary line from the mouth of the great Auglaize river and
running thence for about 50 miles is (with some few exceptions) low wet land with a

very thick growth of underbrush, intermixed with beech, cottonwoods, oak etc., from
thence continuing and extending from the Indian boundary line eastward, the number and
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extent of the swamps increases, with the addition of numbers of lakes from 20 chains to
two and three miles across. Many of the lakes have extensive marshes adjoining their
margins, sometimes thickly covered with a species of pine called “Tamirak,” and other
places covered with a coarse high grass, and uniformly covered from six inches to three
feet (and more at times) with water. The margin of these takes are not the only places
where swamps are found, for they are interspersed throughout the whole country and
filled with water as above stated, and varying in extent. The immediate space between
these swamps and lakes, which is probably near one-half of the country, is, with a very
few exceptions, a poor barren, sandy loam land, on which scarcely any vegetation grows,
except very small scrubby oaks. In many places that part which may be called dry land

is composed of little short sand hills, forming a kind of deep basins the bottoms of many
of which are composed of a marsh similar to those above described—the streams are
generally narrow and very deep compared with their width; the shores and bottoms of
which are (with a very few exceptions) swamp beyond description: and it is with the utmost
difficulty that a place can be found over which horses can be conveyed. A circumstance
peculiar to that country is exhibited in many of the marshes; by their being thinly covered
with a sward of grass, by walking on which evinced the existence of water or a very

thin mud immediately under that thin covering, which sinks from 6 to 18 inches from

the pressure of the foot at every step, and at the same time rising before and behind

the person passing over. The margins of many of the lakes and streams are in a similar
situation, and in many places are literally afloat. On approaching the eastern part of

the military lands towards the private claims on the strait and lake the country does not
contain so many swamps and lakes, but the extreme sterility and barrenness of the soil
continues the same—taking the country altogether so far as has been explored and to all
appearances together with the information received concerning the balance, is as bad—
there would not be more than one acre out of a hundred, if there would be one out of a
thousand that would in any case admit of cultivation.

With great respect | am your obedient servant, EDWARD TIFFIN.
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The Hon. Josiah Meigs, Commissioner G. L. office, Washington .

The above is an accurate copy, including peculiarities of orthography, punctuation,
grammer, etc.

Imagine the shade of our former surveyor general visiting again the scenes of his early
life at Chillicothe, at Tiffin, Ohio, and then making a rapid journey across the territory of
Michigan in any direction. Possibly, however, lie was misled by willful misrepresentation
on the part of his surveyors. An example of that kind can be cited in relation to the alleged
“survey” of some of our northern counties. Take, for example, Gladwin county: there is
probably nowhere in the west a county that is so inaccurately surveyed as it is; indeed, it
is generally believed that the party of surveyors who were to lay out that county, and upon
whose skill generations of people must depend for accurate descriptions of their farms and
homes, got on a big drunk of ten days' duration at the old “Webster House,” in Saginaw
City, and actually 63 in order to make up time “surveyed” Gladwin county in one of tile bed
rooms of that erstwhile famous hostelry. The late “Curt.” EInerson used to say this was

a fact, and any man who has ever tried to establish a corner in that county will need few
arguments to convince him of the truthfulness of the story.

May it not be presumed that much of the odium which for many years attached to
Michigan, and which materially retarded its settlement, may be directly traceable to the
influence which the promulgation of the above report in congress had upon the minds of
those people who were seeking new homes in the then far west?

W. R. BATES
Philadelphia, December 29, 1882 .

THE TOWN OF GREEN
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ADDRESS OF C. D, RANDALL AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BRANCH
COUNTY PIONEER SOCIETY IN COLDWATER, DEC. 23, 1885

[Revised and enlarged for the State Pioneer Society.]
Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen :

The following interesting and touching correspondence | present here, after mature
deliberation. for my preface and apology:

Coldwater , Dec. 17, 1885.
Hon. C. D. Randall. Coldwater:

Dear Sir —Will you have the kindness to give our pioneers about a three minutes talk on
“The Town of Green,” at our pioneer meeting the 23rd inst.

Yours truly, J. G. PARKHURST, President .
REPLY.
Gen. John G. Parkhurst, President :

My Dear Sir —Yours of the 17th inst. requesting me to tell in three minutes all | know

of “The Town of Green,” is at hand. The time suits me exactly. | am sure | can tell all |
know about it in that time, and will try to do so, relying upon you to help me out on the last
minute, as | may not have material enough for the allotted time.

Yours truly, C. D. RANDALL.

And now fate or the president of the society has placed me on the program 64 with this dry
subject, right after the delightful music, right after the address of Dr. Alger, the “Old Man
Eloquent,” and the interesting and touching tribute by Hon. Harvey Haynes to the memory
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of Hon. Roland Root and others of our fellow pioneers who have left us during the past
year. | had a vague idea that the town of Green was lying about here somewhere or had
been here sometime, but just where and when | did not know. Consulting encyclopoedias
brought no consolation. There was nothing in the American, Johnson's, Chambers' or
Britannica about this ancient town. Almost as a last resort | consulted the president's
message. but although it contained everything else, he had, alas, forgotten to speak of
the town of Green. Then | consulted the statutes of the Michigan Territorial Council and
talked with the oldest pioneers, who were in Michigan before | was born. We came here in
1835, but when we arrived the town of Green had had its brief career and had passed into
history. We came to the place where this old town was, but it was here no more forever.
Yes, Branch county was once the town of Green. Not this county alone but Eaton and
Calhoun and “all the country north of Eaton” composed this town. The section of this act
organizing this town was approved Nov. 5, 1829, and reads as follows:

Sec . 5. That the counties of Branch, Calhoun and Eaton and all the country lying north
of the county of Eaton, which are attached to and compose a part of the county of St.
Joseph, shall form a township by the name of Green, and the first township meeting shall
be held at the house of Jabez Bronson in said township.

The house where the meeting to elect township officers was held was in that part of the
town of Green which was some years afterwards named Bronson, after Jabez Bronson. It
was a long, low, log house, but however low. such houses always had a chamber above
for sleeping room. It was a little way back from the street, near where the flouring-mill now
stands.

This building, notable as the birthplace of the olden town, was at the same time a private
residence, a hotel, a town house and the seat of justice. By law the courts could not be
held in a bar room. In this house it was the only room large enough for that purpose. But
the sturdy pioneer, Bronson, was equal to emergency. He had the liquors removed to a
rear room just before the court convened. Then the justice, who was Mr. Bronson, with
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due solemnity, correctly proclaimed, “Gentlemen, this is not a bar room, but a court room,”
and thereupon he would proceed with the trial, no one questioning the correctness of his
statement. When the town of Green was organized there were justices of the peace to

be provided, and Governor Cass appointed Mr. Bronson, who was the first judicial officer
in Branch county. He removed from Connecticut in 1828 to Bronson's Prairie, which was
named He was about 50 years of age, a ship builder by occupation. In west he married

a Canada widow and they came on to 65 Branch county. In trying cases he depended
more upon his judgment than on the territorial statutes. He was not educated. He was also
the early postmaster. Bronson held courts for about one year before they were held in

any other place in the county. For many years Bronson's Prairie was the favorite resort of
lawyers, the litigation being extensive. The itinerant peddler was often a victim in this court.
Passing through, he was arrested and required to show his license. If he had none he was
fined to the extreme penalty of the law. It he was authorized, in some way he still had to
pay the costs of court.

It was in the house of the pioneer Jabez Bronson where the first election of the great town
of Green was held—a town that embraced several counties and somewhat over. These
large towns existed in the days when Michigan territory reached to the Mississippi and
shortly after to the Missouri—as Michigan has always been a growing state.* Counties
sometimes were very large. Brown and Michilimackinac counties once reached across the
lake into what is now Wisconsin. The people were few and could not fill the land, and so
the land reached out and took in the people.

* See appendix, page 54 9

Wayne was the first great county. In 1796 it was all of lower Michigan, part of upper
Michigan, part of Indiana and Ohio, and extended over into Wisconsin.* It had
subsequently reductions and enlargements by proclamations or statutes until it took

its present form in 1826. Brown, Crawford and Michilimackinac counties were striking
examples of this reaching out to take in all the people. By the proclamation of Gov. Cass
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in October, 1818, they comprised the entire Michigan territory, to which the Indian title had
been extinguished, reaching to the Mississippi, excepting the counties of Wayne, Monroe
and Macomb, which were then about their present dimensions.

The changes in the geography of this state, from its French occupation over two hundred
and fifty years ago, would form an interesting study. And the maps showing the English
settlements and control, the extinguishment of the Indian titles by treaty after our
government ascendancy, would be very valuable. That Massachusetts and Connecticut
once projected through southern Michigan is an interesting fact, and like many others
relative to our early history, is little known.

But for a town our hero Green was greater than any county was for a county. | do not
know of any town that ever had so much true greatness. | find no records of the first

town meeting held in the log house of Jabez Bronson. | can see who are there, certainly
Bronson, Richardson, and some, if not all, of the other officers who were elected. Probably
there were not over twenty or thirty voters present. There is said to be no record of the
second meeting of the town of Green. But the reports of the officers elected and 66 their
other official acts show there was such an election. The Hon. William H. Cross, now living
in Centerville, and who was present at the second town meeting in 1831, writes me: “The
town meeting was held at the old Trading House on the west bank of Coldwater river in
1831, the first Monday in April. Col. A. F. Bolton was occupying the old building, making
preparations for the erection of a hotel on the east side of the stream, then being put

up for him by Harvey Warner. After selecting Col. Bolton for chairman, and John Morse
and Columbia Lancaster, then of Bronson, as clerks, we elected John Morse town clerk,
Seth Dunham, of Bronson, supervisor, John G. Richardson, collector and Willard Pierce,
Edward S. Hanchett and myself as commissioners of highways, besides three assessors.
There were about thirty persons present. Of these there are only two besides myself

now living. One is Willard Pierce, who returned east and a short time since was living in
Connecticut. The other is Columbia Lancaster, now of Vancouver, Washington territory.
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He was the second lawyer in St. Joseph county and has for forty years been a prominent
citizen of Oregon and Washington territories, and at one time a delegate in Congress.”

But the third meeting is recorded. It was at Pocahontas Mills, near Branch, April 2, 1832—
over 53 years ago. An interesting feature of this meeting was the auditing of the account of
John G. Richardson, the town collector for 1831 and 1832. The amount presented showed
he had collected taxes to the amount of $56.82 and had actually paid out $59.32, leaving
his due $2.50. What a contrast between 1831-2 and 1885! | think the present assessed
valuation of Branch county alone, which is not one tenth of the old town of Green, is
$17,000,000. This year our taxes are higher than usual, and if they are one per cent on
the valuation—and they approximate that probably—then the amount of taxes we pay in
1885 will be about $170,000. Don't we poor tax ridden modern citizens, when thinking of
those halcyon days of low taxes and little property, wish we were back again enjoying the
thirties? There is, however, nothing so interesting to me as the consideration of the names
and characteristics of the town officials of Green.

| know more about them than | do of the town which they survived. | well remember the
ancient collector of taxes, John G. Richardson. My father bought his farm near Bronson
village, and he then moved farther east into the woods. He was a strong, healthy hunter,
never had the ague, killed many a deer, never did much farm work, spent years in devising
a perpetual motion, which never moved. But the greater dream of his life, in that long ago,
was to go far away to the Pacific, to Oregon. But he died many years since on his farm

on the west line of Bethel, near Bronson, and never saw his 67 dreams of Oregon or a
perpetual motion realized. His widow remarried and |, as solicitor, procured a divorce for
her second husband on the ground of desertion. She was, | think, the first white woman
who settled in Branch county and the mother of the first white child born in this county, and
in that part that it would seem was then about the most prominent in the county. At that
town meeting others were elected to office whose names are very familiar to us, who still
survive, beloved and honored: William H. Cross, treasurer; Allen Tibbits, commissioner of
schools and assessor; and Harvey Warner, overseer of highways for Coldwater Prairie. It
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was voted at this meeting that the next town meeting should be held at the house of John
Morse, which is the present old Phoenix House in Coldwater.

The life of the town of Green was as brief as brilliant. Measured by the importance of
historicial facts connected with it, some might compute its life as lengthy, but its years, as
measured by the sun struggling through our then miasmatic atmosphere, was only about
three. In 1832, on the re-organization of townships, the name of Green was dropped; the
west half of Branch county being named Prairie River, from a stream in the southwestern
part now called Hog Creek, while the east part of the county was called Coldwater. But
though the legislative council, in 1832, crowded the name of Green off the atlas, yet some
one still clung to the ancient name. Here is a ringing section that is given with an emphasis
by an act of the legislative council, April 23, 1833:

“Sec . 1. Be it enacted by the legislative council of the territory of Michigan, that the
township of Prairie River, in the county of Branch, shall be called Green, and by this name
of Green shall hereafter be known and any law to the contrary notwithstanding.”

The italics are mine, and seem necessary to give the spirit of the one who drafted the
section. It is written as though it closed a dispute and settles the fact that Green was to

be remembered. This brought Green to the front It was not so large as it once was, but

it comprised several of the townships. It was big enough to feel pretty well, but alas, its
glory was transient. It flashed up a moment only to go out in darkness forever. This town of
Green, the grandchild of the greater Green, was born April 23, and the legislative council
gave it life; but March 11, 1837, there was an act by a new power. Michigan had become a
state, and then the legislature, by an act to organize townships, enacted this section:

“ Sec . 60. All that portion of the county of Branch known as the township of Prairie River
and the village in said town known as York shall, on and after the first Monday of April
next, be known and designated by the Bronson.”

68
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Please note that this act makes no reference to the act of 1833, which changed the

name of Prairie River to Green. It ignores it—boycotts it entirely. Whether the legislature
considered the act of 1833 unconstitutional, or desired to show a lack of respect to the
memory of Green, history does not relate. Hence the second existence of Green was
longer than the first, being three years, ten months and eighteen days. and then passed off
from our county atlas forever. It became

“One of the simple great ones gone, Forever by and by.”

Why the name of Green had become unpopular | cannot tell. No. pioneer can tell me

why it came or why it went. The name of Prairie River was soon lost for both town and
stream, though the Hon. Wales Adams, who owned a saw mill on the creek where it ran
stow and up hill by the marsh to turn the wheels, strove to have the name retained. but it
soon degenerated into “Hog Creek.” | think the town was named for General Green, but

| do not know. No pioneer | have asked can tell me. They were probably not consulted,
nor the town either, the territorial council, in their wisdom and discretion, fixing upon this
name. In size the town must have had something over 1,800 square miles, to say nothing
of “all the country lying north of Eaton,” which, unless explained by statute, reached to
the north pole, and certainly to Mackinac. But the statute of Nov. 4, 1829, in establishing
St. Joseph and Cass counties, included Kalamazoo, Branch, Barry and Eaton counties
for judicial purposes, as a part of St. Joseph county, explains the expression “all the
country lying north of Eaton.” In the statute of Nov. 4, 1829, the expression is used, “all
the country lying north of township number four north (being the north line of Eaton) of the
base line, west of the principal meridian and south of the county of Michilimackinac and
east of the line between ranges twelve and thirteen.” This tract is attached to St. Joseph
for judicial purposes and by the act organizing the town of Green is made a part of it. This
is a triangular tract boundary commencing at the intersection of the principal meridian with
the north line of Ingham, thence west about fifty miles to a point about four miles west of
the southeast corner of Kent, thence northeast to the headwaters of Thunder Bay river
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or the southwest corner of Montmorency county, thence south on the principal meridian,
about 150 miles to the place of beginning, making a tract containing about 3,750 square
miles: Add to this the about 1,800 square miles of Calhoun and Eaton and the town of
Green contained about 5,550 square miles, being in extreme length about 225 miles, and
greatest width fifty, and in shape somewhat like an Indian arrow.

“All the country lying north of Eaton,” etc., is the western part 69 territory to which the
Indian title was extinguished in 1819. As this title was not extinguished when Brown and
Michilimackinac counties were organized, this diagonal line formed the south and east line
in that part of the state, of the county last named. It is necessary to determine the early
boundaries of towns and counties to consider these Indian treaties.

| have tried to find some good moral hid away under the ruins and name of this great old
town, but save the lesson relative to the brevity of all sublunary things, | find nothing fruitful
for that purpose.

But after all, | think | do see a good lesson for the young in the names and lives of some
of the old town officials of Green, who for over fifty years have survived their arduous
labors. When we see to-day Mr. Cross, the treasurer, Mr. Tibbits, the assessor and school
commissioner, and Judge Warner, the commissioner of highways, hale and hearty in body
and mind, enjoying their eighties, it does seem as though there was after all something of
advantage in good, honest, temperate lives, that makes men respected and gives them
fullness and ripeness of years. So to-night for myself, and | think | may also in your behalf,
| extend to these survivors of the township officials of Green most hearty congratulations
and best wishes for yet many years.

And to the memory of the town of Green, | say:

“Hail and Farewell !”
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(Although a short address by Mr. Randall on the same subject was published in vol. 9, the
one here given being much more extended, it was deemed advisable by the committee to
insert it in vol. 10.— Ed .)

THE EARLY HISTORY OF HORTICULTURE IN MICHIGAN
BY J. C. HOLMES, OF DETROIT
[Read before the Michigan State Pomological Society at Battle Creek, February 25, 1873]

The many very large, rough, hardy pear trees, the many ancient apple orchards and old
Morello cherry trees that we find scattered along on the old farms, on each side of the
Detroit river, testify to us that the early settlers 70 in that vicinity were not unmindful of the
value to themselves and their posterity of the plantations of fruit trees.

The heavy clay soil along the banks of the Detroit river seems admirably adapted to the
growth, health and longevity of pear trees, if we may judge from the present condition of
many of these old trees that rise to a height of sixty or seventy feet and bear large annual
crops of very good pears, known only by the general cognomen of “Old French Pears,”
their origin running back beyond the knowledge of the oldest Frenchman of our time.

Tradition says that some of the early French missionaries brought pear seeds, scions
and trees from Normandy and planted a few around each little habitation along each side
of the river from Monroe to Mt. Clemens. | have seen it stated that several pear trees
were brought from France in 1749 and planted along the river side from the Brush to the
Witherell farm in Detroit, a distance of nearly one mile. How correct this statement is | do
not know, but it seems to be a well ascertained fact that in no other locality in this country
can such trees be found as the ancient pear trees that are now standing on the banks of
the Detroit river. It is not unusual for them to bear a crop of thirty or forty bushels each.

A short time since Mr. William L. Woodbridge, of Detroit, told me that he had many times
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taken a crop of fifty bushels from one of these old pear trees that stood on his father's
farm.

These old pear trees seem to be as hardy as the oaks of the forests; no disease has ever
attacked them; they flourish under neglect about as well as does the Canada thistle. Very
few of them receive much care, yet they bear their full annual crops as regularly as a well
kept apple orchard.

In many of the old apple orchards in the vicinity of Detroit we find the Snow apple, the red
and White Calville, the Detroit red, the Pomme Gris or grey apple, and the Rosseau.

The late Gov. William Woodbridge owned a farm adjoining Detroit on the west; it is now
annexed to and is a part of the city of Detroit. About the year 1825 Gov. Woodbridge
bought of Grant Thorburn, of New York, two thousand apple trees and some pear trees
and planted them on his farm, making two good orchards. He had the leading varieties of
apples of that day, viz.: the Rhode Island Greening, the Baldwin, Yellow Bellefleur, White
Bellefleur, Gloria Mundi, Spitzenburg, Roxbury Russet, Twenty Ounce apple, Fall Pippin,
Early Harvest, Black Gilliflower, and many others. He also had the Snow apple, white
and red Calville, Detroit red or black apple and Pomme Gris or grey apple. The scions

of the six varieties last named he procured from some of the old orchards in Windsor

and Sandwich, Canada, opposite Detroit, and engrafted them into some of the trees that
he bought of Mr. Thornburn. In other orchards in the vicinity of Detroit, where 71 these
varieties of apples are grown, | find that for the most part scions were taken from Canadian
orchards near Detroit and engrafted into the old trees. The farthest back that | have been
able to trace these apples toward their origin is to the year 1796.

Some years since, as | was passing through the orchard of Mr. Francis Baby, of Windsor,
Canada, for the purpose of getting specimens of apples for exhibition, | noticed a very
handsome, bright red apple, at that date, September, not ripe. Its name Mr. Baby did

not know, Mr. James Dougall, son-in-law of Mr. Baby, and a near neighbor, who was
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well acquainted with the orchard, had never noticed this tree or its fruit, so we concluded
to wait until it was ripe, then take another look. A short time afterward | received from

Mr. Dougall specimens of this fruit, accompanied by a note in which he says: “Mr. Baby
informs me that he received the original trees, which are yet standing, and from which |
took the specimens | send you, from Montreal, in 1796, along with other kinds, and he
thinks it had no particular name, but says it is one of the Calvilles. Captain Cowan, who
commanded a small vessel on the lakes, and who had formerly been a gardener to Gen.
Washington previous to his being president, brought up the trees in his vessel for Mr.
Baby from Fort Erie, and as he was an excellent grafter, he took scions from each variety
received by Mr. Baby for the purpose of engrafting them into trees in Detroit. | find some
of the specimens of fruit are very good, while others from the same tree are very inferior.
Some of the fruit is stained red to the core. and some specimens are white throughout.
The specimens with stained flesh are always the best. This remark holds good as against
the red Calville and the Rosseau, which apples belong to the same class.”

In the Baby orchard, among the trees brought from Montreal in 1796, were the Snow,
Calville, Pomme Gris and other apples that were leading varieties in the orchards in
Canada. | afterwards found this handsome but nameless apple in some of the orchards
on Grosse Isle, under the name of Bourassa. The only work in which | find the Bourassa
apple mentioned is J. J. Thomas' Fruit Culturist. The apple of which | am speaking does
not correspond with his description.

In an English fruit book, by William Forsyth, published in 1802, in his list of apples
introduced into England from France, | find mentioned Le Calville d'Automne, which,
judging from Forsyth's description, | think must be the nameless apple that | have alluded
to. Besides this variety, he mentions the Pomme Gris, from Canada, and the red and the
white Calville as being highly esteemed in England. The Snow apple, or Pomme de Neige,
or Fameuse, known by all these names, is also mentioned by Forsyth. All the fruit hooks
speak of it as a native of Canada, with one exception, viz., 72 Chauncey Goodrich, in his
“Northern Fruit Culturist,” published in Burlington, Vermont, says: “This fruit is said to be a
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native of Montreal; we believe it was brought from France by the first settlers of Canada.
Wherever they went, either in Canada or the United States, they planted this apple.”

In Hovey's Magazine of Horticulture for 1851, under the head of “Descriptions and
Engravings of Select Varieties of Apples,” he says: “The Fameuse, though an apple of
American origin, and known to most European writers on fruit, from the time of Forsyth,
does not appear to have been generally known to American pomological authors. Neither
Thatcher or Cox, the earliest authorities, notice it; Mr. Kenrick was the first to give a full
account of it in his American Orchardist. That a variety of so much merit should not have
been long since more extensively cultivated, is somewhat surprising; for as an autumn
apple, both on the score of beauty and excellence, it has few superiors.”

Mr. William L. Woodbridge, son of Gov. Woodbridge, started a small nursery, mostly of
pear trees, on his father's farm in 1833, when he was a school boy; with the help of one
man, and with the attention he could give it himself, he was quite successful in raising
trees. He raised many apples and pears from seed, some of them were very superior in
flavor and beauty. He raised some trees from seeds of the Snow apple, the grain was finer
and the skin lighter colored than the true Snow apple, but the flesh had the peculiar flavor
and snowy whiteness of the parent.

In 1836 Mr. Woodbridge sold between three and four hundred pear trees from his nursery,
to be taken to Chicago. Among them were the Seckel, Summer Bon Chretian, French and
English Jargonelle, Pound, Bartlett and White Doyenne, Mr. Woodbridge thinks this was
the first lot of pear trees sold from a Detroit nursery, and that his was the only nursery in
Detroit at that time, and it was not a very extensive one.

In the utumn of 1830, or thereabouts, Gov. Woodbridge bought in New York twenty
thousand small trees and plants and had them shipped from Buffalo on a schooner for
Detroit. On the way up the vessel stopped at Huron and was obliged to remain there till the
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next spring, being frozen in. When she arrived at Detroit the trees and plants were found to
be dead; the whole lot being a total loss.

One of the first nurseries established in Michigan was that of E. D. and Z. K. Lay, near
Ypsilanti. A short time since, | addressed a note to Mr. E. D. Lay, who still resides on his
farm at Ypsilanti, asking some questions with regard to his nursery, in answer to which |
received the following:

Ypsilanti , February 10, 1873 .

“ Sir —At your request | send you an account of the nursery started and 73 carried on in
the town of Ypsilanti, on the plains east of the now city of Ypsilanti.

In the spring of 1833 | came to Michigan, then a territory, to select a place for establishing
a nursery, and selected the above location. In the fall of 1833 my brother, Z. K. Lay, and
myself came to Ypsilanti and brought with us about twenty five thousand cultivated trees,
mostly of one season's growth, from the nursery of Asa Rowe, near Rochester, New York.
They consisted of one hundred and thirty varieties of apples, seventy five varieties of
pears, forty of peaches, three of apricots, three of nectarines, twenty of cherries, twenty of
plums, three of quinces, fifteen of strawberries, forty of grapes, native and foreign, together
with currants, gooseberries, raspberries, &c., also a large assortment of ornamental
shrubs, evergreens, roses, peonies, herbaceous, perennial flowering plants, &c.

In the autumn of 1834 we erected a small greenhouse and filled it with plants. | think this
was the first greenhouse built in Michigan. In the autumn of 1836 we erected a larger
greenhouse and filled it with a choice collection of tropical plants. | do not know that there
was any nursery of fruit trees in Michigan at the time we started ours on the plains, near
Y psilanti.

The leading varieties of apples cultivated at that time were the Baldwin, Betlefleur, Tart
Bough, Canada Red, Snow, Rhode Island Greening, Fall Pippin, Summer Pippin, Green
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Newton Pippin, Porter, Rambo, Golden Russet, Talman's Sweet, Green Sweet, Esopus
Spitzenburg, Swaar and Twenty Ounce Apple.

The leading varieties of pears were the Bartlett, Buffum, White Doyenne, Flemish Beauty,
Seckel and Stevens' Genesee.

Of peaches, the Early Anne, Sweetwater, Royal Kensington, Prince's Red Rareripe,
Orange, Pound, Barnard, Early York, Malta and Red Cheek Melocoton.

Apricots and nectarines we found were too tender for cultivation in this climate.

The principal varieties of cherries cultivated at that time were the Amber Heart, American
Heart, Black Heart, Black Tartarian, May Duke, Ox Heart, Carnation, and White Tartarian.
The plums were Coe's Golden Drop, Duane's Purple, Green Gage, Bleeker's Gage,
Huling's Superb, Smith's Orleans, Washington, Yellow Gage.

The persons making the first and largest purchases of trees from the nursery, except

in our immediate vicinity, were John Bertram, J. Henry, J. D. Pierce, Sidney Ketchum,
George Ketchum, C. D. Smith, Isaac E. Crary, and others of Marshall and vicinity. In the
course of the first five years of our 10 74 nursery we sold trees that went to Lenawee,
Hillsdale, Branch, St. Joseph, Kalamazoo, Jackson, Kent, Shiawassee, Genesee,
Oakland, Livingston, Wayne and other counties in the state.

There has been a decided improvement in the varieties of fruit since we started the
Ypsilanti nursery, particularly in pears. A large number of the varieties we brought to
Michigan proved to be worthless; so also with our collection of apples, a large number of
the varieties proved to be of cultivation in this state. Of the persons who started nurseries
in Michigan between 1837 and 1840, | remember the names of Willis of Battle Dunham
near Kalamazoo, and White near Monroe. Most of them their nurseries within a few years.
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In 1841 George Foster started a small nursery in Detroit, on Michigan avenue, near Cass
street, and in connection therewith a seed store on Jefferson avenue, between Woodward
avenue and Bates street. The nursery was called the Detroit Nursery. This arrangement
continued but a year or two.

In the autumn of 1842 William Adair and George Foster catered into copartnership, and
the firm held forth at what was known as the Michigan garden, located on Randolph street,
between Lafayette and Croghan streets, on the Brush farm, Detroit. They dealt in fruit and
ornamental trees and greenhouse plants. Mr. Foster soon retired from the firm and Mr.
Adair has continued the business alone from that time to the present, not having a partner
either in business or household affairs. His garden is now located where it has been for
many years, on Jefferson avenue, corner of Adair street, near Bloody run.

At an early day, about 1836, Mr. Charles Hastings started a nursery on his farm in Troy,
Oakland county. After a time Mr. A. C. Hubbard became interested in this nursery and

the firm was then Hastings and Hubbard. Subsequently Mr. B. M. Davis was admitted a
member of the firm; then, for a short time, the firm was Hastings, Hubbard and Davis. After
a few years. the health of Mr. Hastings having failed, he withdrew from the firm, Messrs.
Hubbard and Davis purchased some land on the Porter farm, on what was then known as
the Porter road in Springwells. That road is now known as 24th street, Detroit. They moved
their nursery from Troy to this location. where it has remained ever since. Mr. Hubbard
died in the autumn of 1871. leaving Mr. B. M. Davis the sole owner of the nursery.

The extensive greenhouses connected with this nursery are owned by Davis, Taplin & Co.
Mr. Taplin was an employé of the late firm of Hubbard and Davis, but is now a partner with
Mr. Davis. Mr. Davis has charge of the nursery and Mr. Taplin of the greenhouse.
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Mr. T. W. Dunham had a nursry four and a half miles south of Kalamazoo, as early as
1840. He called it the Kalamazoo nursery.
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In 1844, Gibson and Russell, at Jackson, had for sale fruit trees and shrubbery from the
Ypsilanti nursery.

In 1844, Mr. S. B. Noble had a nursery in Ann Arbor, where he sold fruit trees and
ornamental shrubbery.

At about 1840, Mr. Willis started a nursery at Battle Creek.

In the autumn of 1835 | passed through Battle Creek. About the only business going on at
that place then was the building of a canal to lead the water from one river to the other so
as to utilize it in the running of machinery.

In 1840 Mr. White, familiarly known as Variety White, had a nursery at Monroe.

The first horticultural society in Michigan of which | have any knowledge was patrtially
organized at the Northern hotel, in Detroit, on the evening of March 5, 1846. At that
meeting there were present, William Adair, John Ford, J. C. Holmes, Thomas Hall, M.
Howard Webster, John Lumsden, John B. Piquette, Robert Radford. Robert Stead and
Henry D. Hastings, J. C. Holmes was called to the chair and Henry D. Hastings appointed
secretary. Having adopted a preamble and constitution and appointed a committee to draft
by-laws, the meeting adjourned to meet at Mechanics' Hall on the evening of March 16th.

On Monday evening, March 16th, the society met according to adjournment. Permanent
officers were elected and by-laws adopted.

The officers elected were:

President—John Winder.
Vice-Presidents—John C. Holmes and Benjamin G. Stimson.

Corresponding Secretary—M. Howard Webster.
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Recording Secretary—John Lumsden.

Treasurer—Thomas Hall.

The committees appointed were as follows:
On Fruits—Adrian R. Terry, Wm. Adair, Samuel Barstow, George Duffield.

On Trees and Shrubs—George V. N. Lothrop, Lewis Hall, Bela Hubbard, John E.
Schwarz.

On Greenhouse Plants and Florist's Flowers—John Ford, M. Howard Webster, John C.
Holmes, Wm. B. Wesson.

On Indigenous Plants—Bela Hubbard, John B. Piquette, F. F. Merceron.
On Vegetables—Thomas Hall, Robert Stead, Henry D. Hastings, Thomas W. Lockwood.

The membership consisted of
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William Adair, Samuel Barstow, George G. Bull, George Duffield, Ford, Thomas Hall,
Henry D. Hastings, John C. Holmes, Lewis Hall, Bela Hubbard, Thomas W. Lockwood,
George V. N. Lothrop, John Lumsden, F. F. Merceron, J. H. Morris, William R. Noyes,
John B. Piquette, Francis Raymond, Robert Stead, John E. Schwarz, Benjamin G.
Stimson, Adrian R. Terry, John Winder, M. Howard Webster, William B. Wesson.

In 1846 the society held several exhibitions of horticultural products, as well as meetings
for conversations, lectures and discussions.

For the purpose of showing what were the leading varieties of fruit under cultivation, and
who were some of the fruit growers in and near Detroit at that time, | will give the names
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of some of the exhibitors and fruits exhibited in 1847. Among the varieties named you
will probably recognize some that were long ago discarded and stricken from the list as
unworthy of general cultivation in Michigan.

At the society's exhibition on August 24, 1847. Mr. Marvin Hannah, of Albion, exhibited
Red Magnum Bonum, Blue Gage. Green Gage, Yellow Gage and Damson plums. Bela
Hubbard of Springwells; French Jargonelle and Seedling pears, Imperial Gage and Blue
Gage plums. A. C. Hubbard of Troy; Orange Pippin and Seedling apples of 1846 and
Bleeker's Scarlet plums. J. C. Holmes, of Detroit; a collection of apples and pears. James
Dougall, Amherstburg; C. W. Prince's Yellow Gage, Purple Seedling, Pond's Seedling,
Imperial Gage, Blue Seedling, Mediterranean and Washington plums, American Summer
Pearmain, Summer Queen, Hawthornden, Sweet Bough, Keswick Codlin, Alexander

and Lyman's large summer apples, English Jargonelle pears. Zeri Phelps, Plymouth;
Cheeseborough Russet, Golden Pippin and Sweet Bough apples, Prince's Imperial
Gage plum. Roswell Root, Plymouth; Early Harvest, Spice Sweet and Golden Pippin
apples. H. Weeks, Plymouth; One dish and three large clusters of Washington plums.
Jonathan Shearer, Plymouth: Prince's Imperial Gage plums and Red ripe peaches. John
G. Welch, Plymouth; Sweet Bough, Golden Pippin and Spice Sweet apples. John G.
Bennet, John Tibbits, M. Shutts, E. J. Penniman, D. Averill, Henry Fralick, John Westfall,
Wm. Blackmore, H. B. Holbrook, Andrew Bradner, David Warner, John Kellogg, “Grafter”
Warner, E. Starkweather, John Barker, John Miller, Moses Lyon and Henry Lyon, of
Plymouth, each exhibited early apples—mostly Sweet Bough, Spice Sweet and Golden
Pippin. James V. Campbell, Detroit; A large cluster of Blue plums, Mediterranean plumns
and Black Cluster grapes. All these fruits exhibited in August were, of course, early fruits.
You will notice that plums were very plenty then, the curculio not being so destructive in
Michigan as it has been since.
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Here are some of the names of exhibitors and fruits at the exhibition held in Detroit, on the
28th and 29th of September, 1847:

Doct. Cobb, of Detroit, exhibited Albert Gallatin, Teton de Venus, Orange Cling, Red
Cheek Melocoton and Seedling peaches; also Isabella grapes.

James Dougall, of Amherstburg, now of Windsor, C. W., where he has a nursery,
exhibited Isabella, Catawba, Black Cluster, Fox, White Muscadine, Golden Chasselas,
Esperione, Black Frontignan, Green Swiss and Sweet Water grapes; Purple Gage, Coe's
Golden Drop and Damson plums; Red Rareripe, President and Monstrous Pompone
peaches; Passe Colmar, White Doyenne and Easter Beurre pears; Ribston Pippin,
Alexander, Hawthornden, Pennock's Red Winter, Small Pomme Gris, Dominie, Keswick
Codlin, Flushing Spitzenburg, Large Pomme Gris, Labute, White Calville, Royal Russet,
Monstrous Pippin, Bourassa, American Summer Pearmain, Pomme d' Neige, Baldwin,
King of the Pippin, Esopus Spitzenburg, Male Carle or Charles Apple, Bullock's Pippin,
Scarlet Pearmain and Rosseau apples. Charles Hastings, of Troy, Oakland county,
exhibited Viegalien, Bleeker's. Meadow, Marie Louise, Summer Bon Chretien, Autumn
Bergamot and Steven's Genesee pears; Pound Royal, Summer Queen, Summer Pippin,
Talman's Sweet, Wine, Yellow Bellefleur, Holland Pippin, Detroit Red, Monstrous Pippin,
Baldwin, R. I. Greening, Yellow Newtown Pippin, Swaar, Westfield, Seek-no-further,
Twenty Ounce Pippin, Doctor, Court Pendu Plat, Roxbury Russet, Pomme d' Neige,
Pound Sweeting, Romanite. Golden Sweet, French Pippin, Hubbardston's Nonesuch and
Esopus Spitzenburg apples; Orange, Portugal and Common quince; Alexander grapes
and Pine Apple peaches. Joseph R. William, Constantine: Buffum pears; Maiden Blush
Holland Pippin, Pomme d' Neige, Rhode Island Greening, Fall Pippin and several varieties
of apples not named.

Historical Collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society ... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 10 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298¢



Library of Congress

Hubbard & Davis, Troy; Pine Apple Cling, Incomparable, Orange Cling, Albert Gallatin,
Red Cheek Melocoton, Columbia and Mellish's Favorite peaches; also a large collection of
apples, a few pears and grapes.

James Allen, Pontiac; Twenty Ounce Pippin, Fall Pippin, Detroit Red,(") Spitzenburg,
Rhode Island Greening, Cheeseboro Russet, Golden Pippin and several other varieties of
apples; French Jargonelle, Stevens Genesee and English Jargonelle pears.

Jabez Warner, Plymouth, from the orchard of a neighbor; Twenty Ounce Pippin and
several other varieties of apples.

Rev. Mr. Ruggles, of Pontiac; Apples and quinces.
James M. Edmunds, Ypsilanti; Catawaba and Isabella grapes.
Bela pears, plums, quinces and grapes.

Linus Cone grapes.
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There were many other exhibitors, but the names of exhibitors and the kinds and varieties
of fruits exhibited, already mentioned, will suffice to show us what fruits were grown in the
several localities and by whom they were raised.

Many excellent varieties of fruit have been added to our list since that day.

In addition to the names of exhibitors already given, there were at subsequent exhibitions
in other years, several persons who exhibited large collections of apples, pears, peaches,
plums and grapes. Among them | may mention E. D. Lay of Ypsilanti; 0. M. Bronson,
Waterford; B. G. Stimson, Detroit; Wm. B. Wesson, Detroit; A. Whitehead, Pontiac. Judge
Barkery, Plymouth, made collections from the orchards in that town and entered them

for exhibition in the names of the proprietors of the orchards. He took great interest in

Historical Collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society ... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 10 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298¢



Library of Congress

the welfare of the society, and was generally present at the exhibitions, bringing large
collections of fruits from Plymouth gardens and orchards.

At the annual meeting in March, 1848, the following officers were elected:

President—J. C. Holmes.

First Vice President—M. Howard Webster.
Second Vice President—Wm. R. Noyes.
Corresponding Secretary—Thos. W. Lockwood.
Recording Secretary—Francis Raymond.
Treasurer—Wm. B. Wesson.

At the annual meeting held in March, 1849, the officers elected were:
President—Rev. George Duffield.

First Vice President—Bela Hubbard.

Second Vice President—B. M. Dauvis.
Corresponding Secretary—E. R. Kearsley.
Recording Secretary—Warren Isham.
Treasurer—Wm. R. Noyes.

At the annual meeting held in March, 1850, the following officers were elected:

President—Rev. George Duffield.
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First Vice President—E. R. Kearsley.

Second Vice President—B. M. Dauvis.
Treasurer—Francis Raymond.

Coresponding Secretary—H. Howard Webster.
Recording Secretary—B. G. Stimson.

The officers elected for 1851 were:
President—B. G. Stimson.

First Vice President—John Ford.
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Second Vice President—T. H. Hinchman.
Treasurer—Francis Raymond.

Recording Secretary—Bela Hubbard.
Corresponding Secretary—Wm. Adair.
Librarian—Bela Hubbard.

The officers elected for 1852 were:
President—A. C. Hubbard.

First Vice President—Thos. W. Lockwood.

Second Vice President—Francis Raymond.
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Treasurer—Stephen Smith.
Recording Secretary—Chas. Betts.

Corresponding Secretary—Bela Hubbard.

The interest in the society was well kept up until 1852. In that year there was a great falling
off. There were four exhibitions in 1852, but they were very small compared with former
years.

At the annual meeting held in March, 1853, there were but few present, and the society
then died out.

As the society now here in session is a Pomological Society | have spoken only of the
fruits exhibited by the Detroit Horticultural Society, thinking you would be more interested
in the history of the fruit department than in the departments of flowers and vegetables,
and it would make my paper too lengthy to speak of all the departments of horticulture

in detail; but our tables were always graced with an abundance of beautiful flowers and
vegetables. Indigenous flowers from our own fields and forests always held a conspicuous
place in the shows.

| think I do not like the name of Pomological Society as well as | do that of Horticultural
Society, for the former designates only one department of horticulture, while the latter
embraces every kind of horticultural product. am found of delicious fruits; I am equally
fond of beautiful flowers; I love to see a well kept orchard, so also a well kept flower and
vegetable garden. | love to see the choicest products of each on exhibition by the same
society, and an endeavor on The part of the society to foster the cultivation and exhibition
of the riches of Flora, as well as the riches of Pomona. | am glad to know that although this
society makes the advancement of the pomological interests of the state its leading object,
it does not ignore but has a place for them in its premium lists.
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On the 9th day of September, 1853, a convention of nurserymen from the southern part
of Michigan was held at Jonesville, Hillsdale county. The object of the meeting was to
establish, as nearly as possible, uniform prices for fruit trees; also for the purpose of
discussing such subjects connected 80 with horticulture as might be deemed interesting
and beneficial, not only to nurserymen, but to all the citizens of our State. A schedule of
prices was reported to the convention. and, after some discussion, it was adopted. This
meeting adjourned to meet at such time and place as the chairman and secretary might
deem fit to appoint.

In pursuance of this adjournment a convention of nurserymen and fruit growers was called
and met at Adrian, Michigan, on the 24th of February, 1854. At this meeting the following
gentlemen were present: B. W. Steere, Isaac Chase, A. G. Eastman, D. K. Underwood,
and B. F. Strong, of Adrian; Charles E. Perigo, Toledo; John Merritt, Tecumseh; C.

H. Hageman, Blissfield; C. C. Cooley, Hudson; Haynes Johnson, Jr., Hillsdale; Jesse
Maxson, Pittsford; John T. Blois, Jonesville; J. C. Holmes, Detroit; A. R. Bentley, Monroe.

The meeting having been called to order, J. C. Holmes, of Detroit, was called to the chair,
and J. T. Blots, of Jonesville, elected secretary. After the transaction of some business the
following list of prices was reported, discussed and adopted:

Resolved , That our price for apple trees of medium size. or from 5 to 7 feet high, shall

be not less than 18% cents each, nor less than $16.00 per hundred. Extra sized trees at
proportionate prices. Dwarf apple trees from 25 cents to 37% cents each. Plum trees shall
not be sold less than 50 cents each; our price for peach trees shall not be less than 20
cents each, or $15.00 per hundred. Apricot and Nectarine trees, on peach stocks, shall be
from 37 %2 50 cents each. Quince tree of medium size shall be from 25 to 50 cents each.
Our price for hardy from two to three years old, shall not be less than 25 cents each.

The following constitution was then adopted:
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Article 1. This association shall be called The Michigan Nurserymen and Fruit Growers'
Association.

Article 2. Any practical nurseryman, fruit grower or friend of horticulture may, by a vote of
the society, become a member.

Article 3. The objects of the association shall be to extend the acquaintance of the
members and to advance generally the horticultural interests of this and neighboring
States.

Article 4. The officers shall consist of a president, vice president, and a secretary, who
shall also act as treasurer. They shall be elected by ballot, and hold their offices for one
year, or until their successors shall be elected. They shall perform the duties usually
devolving upon such officers, and form an executive board.

Article 5. The society shall hold annual meetings on the first Tuesday in December, at.
which time the annual election of officers shall be held.

Article 6. By-laws not inconsistent with this constitution may be adopted, and from time to
time altered and amended by a majority of the members present.

article 7. This constitution may be altered and amended at any annual meeting by of two-
thirds of the members present.

The society adjourned to meet in Adrian the next June, but for some cause, 81 it did not
meet again until the 9th of January, 1855, when it held its annual meeting in Adrian. No
permanent officers having been elected, J. C. Holmes, of Detroit, was called to the chair,
and J. T. Blois appointed secretary.

On motion of Mr. Perigo, of Toledo, Ohio:
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Resolved , That the afternoon session be devoted to the regular business of the
association and, at the request of several citizens of Adrian, that the evening be devoted to
a general conversation and discussion of subjects connected with horticulture.

The following gentlemen were elected members of the association: Sterling Perkins,

of White Pigeon, Rev. E. H. Pilcher, B. J. Harvey, Ira J. Thurston, J. Mandeville, Chas.

M. McKenzie, J. N. Chandler, Adrian; S. O. Knapp, Jackson; Harvey Smith, Pine Lake;
Warren Gilbert, Rome; Henry P. Hanford, Bristol, Indiana; Wm. H. Loomis, South Bend,
Indiana; Doet. E. M. Hale, Jonesville, Mich.; Lewis Miller, Lockport, St. Joseph county,

Mich.; Mr. Wilcox, Flint; William Bort, Niles; and M. L. Dunlap, Leyden, Cook county, Ill.

The subject of cleaning seeds of fruit trees, and raising seedlings was introduced. Mr.
Bentley, of Monroe, Mr. Thurston, of Adrian, Mr. Holmes, of Detroit, Mr. Steere, of Adrian.
Mr. Blois, of Jonesville, and Mr. Bort, of Niles, participated in the discussion.

The subject of grape culture was discussed by Messrs. Pilcher, Holmes, Steere and
Perigo.

In the evening the society met in the office of T. M. Cooley, now Judge Cooley.

Specimens of several varieties of apples were presented for consideration by Messrs.
Scott, Strong, Cooley, Eastman and others.

The subject of apples being introduced, the discussion was participated in by Messrs.
Underwood, Scott, Perigo, Blois, Perkins, Bort and Holmes. The subject of strawberries
was discussed by Messrs. Underwood, Perigo, Bort, Scott, Strong, Steere and Cooley.

The constitution of the society was amended by striking out in article 5, the words, “The
first Tuesday of December,” and inserting “The second Tuesday in January.”

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year:
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President—J. C. Holmes, Detroit.
Vice President—J. E. Perigo, Toledo.

Secretary and Treasurer—J. T. Blois, Jonesville.

The third annual meeting was held at Jackson on the 8th of January, 1856. The following
gentlemen were elected members: J. E. Beebe, W. R. Gibson, J. T. Wilson, D. Cook, W.
T. Howell, R. Dunning, Doct. D. Foote, J. M. Harwood, M. McNaughton, Wm. Hayden, of
Jackson; E. Moody, Wright 11 82 Corners, N. Y.; Ira C. and A. A. Olds, of Hartford, Van
Buren Co., Mich. The schedule of prices of fruit trees was discussed, but no changes were
made. Many specimens of apples were placed upon the tables by the members.

On motion the question of separating seeds from the fruit, also the treatment of stock
seedlings was discussed by Messrs. Blois, Steere, Moody, Willson, Beebe, Dunning,
Foote and Holmes. The question of pruning in the nursery was then discussed.

At the evening session of the 9th of January, the examination of fruits on exhibition and the
discussion of their respective merits, occupied the evening.

Messrs. Cook, Moody, Holmes, Gibson and Blots were the principal speakers.

At the morning session on the 10th of January, the pear and grape questions were
discussed by Messrs. Moody, Knapp, Beebe and Holmes.

The association then proceeded to the election of officers for the following year, with the
following result:

President—A. C. Hubbard, Detroit.

Vice President—J. T. Blois, Jonesville.
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Secretary—W. R. Gibson, Jackson.

The society then adjourned to meet at Jackson, on the 2d of September.

On the 2d of September, 1856, the association met at Jackson. The president, Mr.
Hubbard, being absent the chair was occupied by Mr. J. T. Blois, the vice president. The
following gentlemen were elected members:

S. B. Noble, James Dc Puy, T. E. Gidley, H. T. Buck, P. B. Loomis and S. Gidley.

A large collection of fruit was exhibited at this meeting The principal questions discussed
during the session were the quality and the cultivation of several varieties of apple, pear,
peach, strawberry and grape. The discussions were participated in by Messrs. Foote, T.
E. Gidley, Willson, Knapp, Bort, Noble, Blots and Steere. Another subject discussed was
the frauds that had been practiced upon western nurserymen and amateurs by eastern
venders of trees. The society then adjourned, and this was the last meeting it ever held.

The Nurserymen and Fruit Growers' Association having been winter killed, or from
some other cause died out, there was a call from Clinton county, Kalamazoo county and
other places for a meeting to be held at Jackson for the purpose of organizing a state
horticultural society.

In September, 1857, pursuant to this call, a meeting was held at Jackson to form a state
horticultural society. The meeting was called to order by Mr. C. K. Gibson of Jackson.
On motion, T. T. Lyons of Plymouth was elected chairman and V. B. Merwin, of Moscow,
secretary.
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A constitution and by-laws were adopted and the association organized as “The Michigan
State Horticultural Society.”
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The following officers were elected:

President—Hezekiah G. Wells, of Kalamazoo.
Secretary—R. F. Johnston, of Detroit.
Treasurer—P. B. Loomis of Jackson.

Directors—Hiram Walker, Detroit; D. W. Underwood, of Adrian; John T. Blois, Jonesville;
Linus Cone, Troy; J. W. Nelson, Grand Rapids; Wm. Bort, Niles. After the reading of letters
from persons who were unable to be present, the society adjourned.

The first annual meeting of this society was held at Kalamazoo on the 7th of January,
1858, under very favorable circumstances. There was a large attendance, and a good
display of fruit. An extract from a Kalamazoo paper says: The display of fruit was large and
most beautiful, one of the finest ever made in this State. Indeed we are assured that, for
excellence, beauty and variety, this collection surpassed the exhibit of the New York State
Horticultural Society, made at Rochester last winter. Over one hundred different varieties
of winter apples, raised in this State, were here exhibited, arranged tastefully on plates,
and spread upon a double row of tables.

At 3 o'clock P. M. the meeting was called to order by the president. The secretary being
absent, Mr. T. T. Lyon, of Plymouth, was elected secretary pro tem .

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year:

President—H. G. Wells, of Kalamazoo.
Vice Presidents—E. T. Graves, of Battle Creek, and B. W. Steere, of Adrian.

Secretary—T. T. Lyon, of Plymouth.
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Treasurer—Stephen S. Cobb, of Kalamazoo.

The society continued in session three days, during which time considerable business
was transacted. The President delivered an address upon the subject of horticulture.
Several committees were appointed to report upon various subjects connected with
horticulture; reports that were made by these committees were discussed; a list of apples
was recommended for general cultivation, and a list was made of apples that promise well;
and a list that was, in the opinion of the society, unworthy of cultivation.

Contributors of fruit were A. C. Hubbard, Detroit; Jeremiah Stanard, lonia; Samuel
Johnson, Kalamazoo; J. T. Willson, Jackson; D. McKee, W. Taylor, E. Merrill, George D.
Rice, S. S. Cobb and A. Buel, of Kalamazoo; Joshua Clemens, Leoni; B. Hathaway, Little
Prairie Ronde; and T. T. Lyon, Plymouth.
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This society held an exhibition in Detroit on the 30th of June and 1st of July, 1858. The
specimens of horticultural products exhibited were excellent, but not so abundant as the
officers of the society bad reason to expect, consequently there were but few visitors.

The exhibition seems to have been almost an entire failure with regard to the number of
articles exhibited and the number of visitors in attendance. | think this was the last effort
the society made to hold an exhibition of horticultural products, or a meeting of any kind. It
went the way of all the rest; it died out.

In those early days of which | have spoken we had no trouble in ripening peaches and
plums in Detroit, but the subsequent cold winters and the curculio have wrought somewhat
of a change in that regard.

Peach trees grow stronger, and | think they are more healthy and longer lived grown in
a heavy, strong soil like that of Detroit than in light soils. | have never seen a case of the
yellows there; sometimes, in a cold, wet, backward spring, the leaves curl and fall off, but
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the trees soon recover from this. The borer is not so fond of working in peach trees grown
in a heavy soil as it is in trees grown on a light soil.

| have now spoken of some of the fruit trees of olden times and of horticultural societies
that have had their day and retired from the field.

This new Pomological Society seems to be doing a good work; it is not only new, but it is
strong, active, energetic. You and | are part and parcel of it. | hope it will be well sustained
so that it may be able to accomplish the good it seeks to do.

DETROIT THREE SCORE YEARS AGO

LEADING MEN OF THE EMBRYONIC METROPOLIS OF MICHIGAN. LOCAL
REMINISCENCES OF A REMOTE PERIOD AND OF INTEREST TO MOST RESIDENTS

PRESENTED BY EPHRAIM S. WILLIAMS, OF FLINT

Sixty years ago Detroit contained a population of 1,200; Buffalo, 2,095; Cleveland, 500;
Chicago and Milwaukee were nowhere.
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The home of Congressman Hurd was only heard of in song as the place “where potatoes,
they grew small on Maumee,” and there was no dispute about the second and third cities
in Michigan. With the exception of the settlements on the Clinton river, river Raisin and
along the straits, the territory was a wilderness in possession of Indians and wild animals.
The following items and incidents are copied from the Detroit Gazette, progenitor of the
Free Press, the only newspaper then in Michigan, published by John P. Sheldon and
Ebenezer Reed:

September 26, 1820, obituary of Col. Daniel Boone.
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The names of those holding official position in 1821 were: Lewis Cass, governor;

Robert A. Forsyth, governor's private secretary (Mr. Forsyth was a brother of Mrs. B. B.
Kercheval, who recently celebrated her 85th birthday, surrounded by her daughters and
grandchildren, at the home of her son-in-law, Hon. Moses W. Field); William Woodbridge,
secretary of the territory; Augustus B. Woodward, James Witherel and John Griffin,
judges of the United States court. The governor and judges constituted the legislature.
Austin E. Wing, sheriff; Paul D. Anderson, John R. Williams and Abram Edwards, county
commissioners; David C. McKinstry, county treasurer; Thomas Palmer, clerk; Charles
Larned, prosecuting attorney; Conrad Ten Eyck, city treasurer; Solomon Sibley, delegate
to congress; Jonathan Kearsley, United States receiver; James Abbott, postmaster;
Lemuel Shattuck, secretary of the lyceum; C. C. Trowbridge; secretary of the first
Protestant society of Detroit; John J. Deming, clerk of the United States court.

Gov. Cass and Solomon Sibley return from their Chicago treaty August 21, 1821.

The Scinaps exploring company depart on their first exploration, October 9, 1821. This
company was organized to explore the wild country which now constitutes the northern
counties of the lower peninsula of Michigan, and the results of their explorations were of so
favorable and important a character that they were published in the National Intelligencer
and other papers of the day.

Col. Stephen Mack finishes six miles of the road towards Pontiac.

The first public sale of lots at Pontiac took place July 18, 1821. Sixty village lots were sold
at prices ranging from $20 to $70.

Independence was celebrated for the first time in Macomb county, July 4, 1821; Thomas
Ashley, president; John Stockton, vice president.

There were four flouring mills in Michigan, aside from wind mills, viz.: that of Col. Mack, at
Pontiac; of Capt. Ben Woodworth, at Paint Creek, Rochester; of Marsh & Co., at Monroe,
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and A. Edwards' horse or team mill, 86 Detroit. The latter was known as the Ox mill, and
was situated on the river front of the Cass farm.

Wheat sells at $2.01 per bushel. Flour at this time was put and sold in sacks. The first
export of flour from Michigan took place in 1827, when 200 barrels were shipped to the
east by Miller & Jermain, of Monroe.

Three hauls of 1,660 whitefish are taken at Grosse Isle, 1826.

Charles Jackson, Jeremiah Moore and Levi Cook were a committee of arrangements for
the installation of Detroit Lodge of Free Masons, December 21, 1821.

The Indians, Ke-taw-kah and Ke-wa-bis-haw, were executed for the murder of W. S.
Madison and Charles Ulrich, after having first a Protestant and then a Catholic sermon
preached to them.

Rev. Eleazer Williams, * missionary to the Oneida Indians, arrived July 12, 1821, with a
deputation of the Six Nations, on a visit to their brethren at Green Bay.

Capt. Benj. Woodworth, a carpenter by trade, who came to Detroit in 1807 to build the
Gov. Hull house, the first brick building in Michigan, figures at the time as a sort of Caleb
Quotem. He keeps a hotel (the old Steamboat hotel), runs a ferry to Windsor, is captain of
an artillery company, carries on a grist mill at Rochester and runs the only line of stages in
Michigan between DetrOit and Mt. Clemens, the route being on the river bank and across
the Grand Marais. Capt. Woodworth died two or three years ago at St. Clair, 92 years of
age.

Rev. Platt B. Morey, of the Methodist Episcopal church, died at Mt. Clemens, December
20, 1821.
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Dr. R. B. Rice and Israel Lee are appointed commissioners of insolvent estates in Macomb
county.

Benjamin Stead, an old citizen, died at his residence in Hamtramck, now Detroit,
September 25, 1821.

Thomas Palmer and Mary Witherell are married, August 20, 1821.

De Garmo Jones advertises goods; A. C. Canniff, boots and shoes; I. O. & I. E. Schwars,
fur and peltries; Oliver Newberry, general dealer, under the printing office; John Hale,
general stock; William Brewster, large stock; F. P. & J. Palmer, general stock, brick store,
where the Board of Trade building now is, and John I. Williams, general stock, corner
Jefferson avenue and Bates street. George A. O'Keefe, long to be remembered for his wit
and oddities, advertises a law partnership with Samuel T. Davenport. I. L. & H. S. Cole, the
latter a talented and popular lawyer and an eloquent and pleasing speaker, advertise their
office in the Steamboat hotel. Robert Stewart is made commissioner on the estate of John
Gleason. Peter Van 87 Every and Oliver Williams each paid $10 for tavern license. Melvin
Dorr was licensed a retailer.

The following names are appended to a call for a public meeting, August 10, 1821, to
send Hon. Sol. Sibley as delegate to Congress: Daniel LeRoy, John Farrar, Jeremiah
Moore, Melvin Dorr, Henry Sanderson, Charles Jackson, Levi Cook, J. L. Whitney, William
Brewster, B. Woodworth, Chauncey S. Payne, Julius Eldred, Samuel Sherwood, Robert
Smart, Samuel Ward, John Palmer, B. F. H. Witherell.

The following names of prominent citizens were appended to a call for a public meeting:

A. G. Whitney, George McDougall, John Hunt, J. Visger, J. Bartlett, O. W. Miller, William
Durell, W. W. Petit, Joseph Campau, John Palmer, B. Stead, John McDonell, John Hale,
George Leib, John J. Leib, Thomas Palmer, H. J. Hunt, James May, James Connor, Oliver
Williams, James McCloskey, A. L. Williams.
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The loss of the steamer Walk-in-the-Water is briefly announced. She went ashore
November 1, 1821, near Buffalo Light, and a long account, signed by the passengers, was
copied from a Buffalo paper, to which the names of Thomas Palmer and his wife, Mary A.
W. Palmer, of Detroit, who were returning from their bridal tour, were attached. Their son,
Senator Thomas W. Palmer, has now in his possession two paintings by an artist who was
a passenger, and who presented them to Mrs. Palmer. The Walk-in-the-Water was 330
tons burden.

The new steamer Superior, the second on the lakes, Capt. J. Rogers, arrived at Detroit
on her trial trip from Black Rock, May 25, 1822. She was 410 feet keel, 29 feet beam, 50
horse power engine and 346 tons burden.

Jerry V. R. Ten Eyck, city clerk, calls a public meeting to take into consideration the plan
for water works.

A meeting was held in the council hall to reform the judiciary, and separate the judicial
from the legislative functions of the government.

March 11, 1822, the Bank of Michigan elected the following officers:

President—John R. Williams.

Directors—Stephen Mack, Henry J. Hunt, Abram Edwards, Phillip Lecuyer, Peter J.
Desnoyers and Barnabas Campau.

A. Edwards, J. P. Sheldon and P. J. Desnoyers were elected county commissioners.
Shubael Conant advertises a house occupied by Dr. Henry for sale.

Of all the above mentioned officials and business men but one survives at the present
time, Col. John Roberts.
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“Alas, what is there in human state, Or who can shun inevitable fate? The doom was
written, the decree was past E'er the foundations of the world were cast.”

88
HISTORICAL DETROIT

HENRY A. FORD

An old town like Detroit seldom fails to present many historic sites and other points of
special interest to the antiquary, or to any citizen or stranger of average intelligence. This
city, from its age, its occupation by several nationalities at the different periods of its earlier
history, and its character from the beginning as a military post, is peculiarly fortunate

in the number and interest of its historical associations. The central lower part of the

city, for several blocks along and near the river, is replete with them. The plan has been
mooted of marking, by inscription on metal plates or otherwise, after the fashion of old
European cities, the more interesting of these localities; and the praiseworthy suggestion
will doubtless materialize soon or late in the hands of a society formed for the purpose,
or by private beneficence. Meanwhile, in a brief series of papers devoted to our historic
localities, we will do what we can to deepen the interest and heighten the pleasure of
citizen or visitor, in his casual walks about the ancient burgh.

Let us take position at the postoffice, and proceed thence. The observer here, or at

the intersection of Congress and Woodward, is apt to notice with some surprise a
phenomenon not common in river towns—that he is at the bottom of a long and gentle
slope from the northward, corresponding to similar rise of ground between him and the
river. Obviously, he is in the bed of an old-time stream in this case the Savoyard river
(more anciently the Rigolet des Hurons), named from a native of Savoy, who had a pottery
upon its banks in the early days. This brook—for it should hardly be dignified as a river
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—took its rise several blocks east of Woodward avenue in a willow swamp on the Guoin
farm, near the present meeting of Riopelle and East Congress streets. It flowed in an
irregular course near the line of Fort street east, crossed Woodward avenue at Congress,
where it was spanned by a rude wooden bridge, and thence ran in general parallelism

to the Detroit, which it entered at about Fourth and Woodbridge, in a bay which then 89
stretched along the fronts of several of the old farms. It was bordered by rather narrow
belts of low, marshy ground, upon one of which, the southern, the postoffice now stands.
Within a little distance to the west and south, on the higher bank back of the pickets of
the old fort, stood a lofty oak whose hollow trunk held an image of the Virgin, and which
was said to mark the spot where Father Constantin del Halle, founder of the church of Ste.
Anne perished during an Indian attack in 1705. So the legend goes at least.

Setting our faces toward the river, and walking down to the corner of Griswold and
Jefferson, we are directly upon the primitive French settlement about Fort Pontchartrain.
In a little cove at the foot of Griswold, Cadillac landed with his queerly costumed band

of soldiers and colonists, July 24, 1701. The hamlet he commenced was built upon the
contracted plan of old world towns, so that within the 120 feet that measure the breadth
of Jefferson avenue were comprised two French streets and the little blocks of dwellings
between them. The fire of 1805 swept them all away, and the last of their immediate
successors, the famous Campau house, disappeared a few years ago from the site, No.
140 Jefferson avenue, now occupied by the stately Palms building. Mr. Campau is said to
have built upon or very near the ground occupied by Cadilac's headquarters. Between this
and the southwest corner of Griswold, upon the north side of the old Ste. Anne's street, of
15 feet width, and within 20 feet of the present south line of Jefferson, stood the later Ste.
Anne's church, built in 1723 of logs, with two modest spires and two bells. It followed its
predecessors in a fiery ordeal; and its successor upon the same site, built in 1755, was
burned in the fire of 1805, but men are still alive who can remember the ruins that long
marked the spot. The first Catholic cemetery in Detroit adjoined the church directly in the

Historical Collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society ... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 10 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298¢



Library of Congress

modern avenue. All burials previous to 1723 were probably in the military just back of the
First National Bank.

Still standing upon Jefferson avenue and looking westward to the intersection of Second,
one could formerly have seen the sparkling waters of the Detroit, as they here came up
to the high bank that formed the front of the Cass farm. In those days the river margins of
the Cass, Jones, Forsyth, Labrosse, Baker and Woodbridge farms abutted on a beautiful
though not deep bay, long since destroyed by the filling and “made ground” which began
with the improvement of the Cass farm for residence and business. The banks were high
with a good road near the brink, and furnished a favorite promenade and driveway to the
Detroiters of bygone generations.

The solid little building used by the First National Bank has an interest of its own, having
been erected in 1836, the “wildcat” days, for the bank of Michigan. It was bought by the
United States in December, 1842, for 12 90 $32,000, and long used for the postoffice

and federal court house. It stands as is well known, upon the site of the east gate of the
stockade about Fort Pontchartrain, which acquired special renown as the “Pontiac gate”
after the failure of the treacherous Indian attempt in 1763. From this gateway, on the 31st
of July in that year, marched the red coats under Capt. Dalzell to the massacre at Bloody
Brook, and through it fled back the remnants of that ill starred band after their terrible
repulse. The stockade of 1807, built by Gen. Hull, extended far beyond this, reaching from
the Cass to the Brush farm near the Biddle house, and from the fort on the second terrace,
whose site is now crossed by Fort street, to the river. It had gates and block houses on
each side on the line of Jefferson avenue.

Walking down Griswold street from the bank corner, we have on our right the site of

the “King's palace” and garden, names which mark the later English regime, when the
palace or official residence was built for Gov. Hamilton, the “Hair-buyer General,” as
George Rogers Clarke designated him in the Vincennes campaign of 1778, from his offer
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of premiums for scalps of American patriots. The site is now partly covered by the fine
buildings on the south side of Jefferson avenue.

Turning westward on Woodbridge, we are at once upon the historic ground where the
beginnings of Detroit were made. Somewhere here, upon a site that can not now be
precisely identified, was the first Ste. Anne's church, piously commenced only two days
after the landing. Nor are the exact limits of Fort Pontchartrain probably now to be defined.
Mr. Farmer, in his “History of Detroit,” says that this first of the Detroit military works stood
between Jefferson and Woodbridge, on the west half of the block between Griswold and
Shelby, probably crossing Shelby and occupying a part of the ground now covered by the
Michigan Exchange. In 1760—-61 the Tract contained within the stockade reached from

the present line of Griswold to 50 feet west of Shelby, and from the alley between Larned
and Jefferson to Woodbridge. Twenty eight years later, in Revolutionary times, when

the citadel was at the corner of Jefferson and Wayne, and just before the Fort Lernoult
(afterwards Shelby) was built, all the ground between Griswold Cass, Larned and the river,
was included The original fort a rude log affair, but strong enough for its purpose—was
about 200 feet square. About 1858 the stumps of some of the cedar pickets enclosing it
were found by workmen making excavations in the rear of the Michigan Exchange. The
council house stood near the river, between Griswold and Shelby.

The close of the first article of this Series left our pedestrian upon the site 91 of old

Fort Pontchartrain and the original French settlement, about the intersection of West
Woodbridge and Shelby streets. Near this spot stood the first building occupied (1838)
by a public free school in this city. It was plain two story frame, 40 by 80 feet, not built for
the purpose, and having a convenient grocery in the first story, with outside stairs leading
to the school room in the second. The house was erected on piles, upon the primitive
river bank, a site now just east of the old Board of Trade building, on Woodbridge street.
Passing along that street to the corner of Wayne, we are upon ground where once were
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the waters spanned by the narrow plank road or causeway leading out to the first dock
pushed from the adjacent shore into the Detroit—a small and very simple affair, on light
piles, and composed of timber, logs, and loose stones. With the increase of commerce and
the advent of steamers, new and more substantial wharves were constructed, and this was
suffered to fall into decay. The space it occupied, and more in the vicinity, was transformed
into “made ground” many years ago by the enormous filling of 25,000 cubic yards of earth.

In the new volume of Mr. Parkman, “Montcalm and Wolfe,” an extract is made from the
narrative of Father Bonnecamp, chaplain to the expedition of Celeron to the valley of the
Ohio in 1751. He was here for a day, on his return from the expedition, and records that
“the situation is charming. A fine river flows at the foot of the fortifications,” which, as we
have seen, extended but little below Woodbridge. From this point, or a few rods beyond,
the river trenched rapidly upon the present shore, forming the beautiful bay mentioned in
our first number, which was skirted by a high bank. At First and Second streets the waters
encroached upon the line of Jefferson avenue; and north of it, in a superb site upon the
bank, stood the old Cadillac or Cass house, destroyed in 1882, which had to be moved but
a short distance to reach its final resting place on Larned street.

The name given to Jefferson avenue, like so many others—would there were more—in
the city, is itself historic. It is one of five Presidential names given to our principal avenues
by the governor and judges of Michigan territory, in their replatting of the town after the
sweeping fire of 1805—Washington, Jefferson, Adams, Madison and Monroe. It begins
with the entrance of Woodbridge at First street. Starting from the ancient shore of the
Detroit at this point, and now facing eastward, we pass presently the location of the citadel
or arsenal at the northwest corner of Jefferson and Wayne connected with Fort Shelby

by a covered way. The house of the military storekeeper, for a long time Capt. Perkins,
was a small frame a little below, on the avenue, where Mrs. Perkins became as noted for
the floral beauty of her front yard, as her husband for the neatness of his buildings and

92 grounds, with their piles of ordnance, shot, and shell. Between Wayne and Cass stood
one of the old time block houses, on the line of the Hull stockade, the last one built; and,
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after the fire of 1805 this was used as the public jail. At the northwest corner of Jefferson
and Cass stood the dwelling of Judge May, built of stone from the chimneys left by the

fire. This succeeded the block house in use as a jail, but by 1815 it was abandoned for

an old wooden building on the same side of the avenue a little beyond Shelby. The May
residence was enlarged and became the excellent and widely reputed hostelry known for
many years as the Mansion house. A small frame part of it, removed to another part of

the city, was in existence only seven or eight years ago. On the opposite, the northwest
corner, in the old Newberry building, afterwards the Garrison house, was the first telegraph
office opened in the city, for the Speed line, some time in the 40's.

At Jefferson and Wayne the bluffy bank was finely utilized by Lieutenant Anderson for the
placing of his 24-pounders, August 16, 1812, to resist the advance of Brock's force from
Springwells; but the cowardice of Hull prevented the effective resistance he had planned.

Passing now rapidly the former site of Ste. Anne's church in the avenue, between Shelby
and Griswold; of the Campau house of 1805, at No. 140, with Cadillac's headquarter's
site thereon not far away, and of the guardhouse and east or “Pontiac” gate of the old
fort, where the First National Bank now stands, we come in a block further to the crossing
of Woodward avenue, just below which, in Woodward, long stood the primitive market-
house of the city. One of the old Godfroy homesteads stood opposite to the eastward, on
Woodward and Woodbridge. The police station on the latter street stands upon the exact
site of the Godfroy barn.

At Jefferson and Randolph, where Fireman's hall now stands, was the government council
house of the later dominations, opposite the notable two story brick residence—the only
one in town when built of Gov. Hull, on the Biddle house corner. Looking down to the
northwest corner of Woodbridge and Randolph, we see another of the old time hotel sites,
where Woodworth kept an inn as far back as 1812, and where his famous Steamboat hotel
long flourished. At the foot of Randolph were the original city water works, on the Berthelet
wharf, with the reservoir in rear of the Fireman's hail. The last relies of the latter water
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works, with the well remembered round tower, have but lately disappeared from the foot of
Orleans.

At or near Brush street ran the east front of Hull's stockade, with a gate and block house
here. The old church at the corner of Beaubien, occupied as a carriage factory and
warehouse, was the First Congregational, built in 1845. Next beyond St. Antoine, on the
south side, is a noticeable row of old 93 dwellings, dating back to the 30's and 40's. A
number of venerable mansions remain on the avenue, though most of them are much
changed by modern reconstructions. The oldest are probably the Trowbridge house, at No.
494, built about 1826, and the Brush homestead at 462, put up in '28, and reconstructed in
"70. Part of the Van Dyke house, at No. 308, was built in 1836; and the Moran residence,
393, is also an old one. But would you see the older Moran home, the most venerable
building in Michigan? Drop down from Jefferson on Hastings one short square, turn to the
right a few steps, and there, at No. 182 and 184 Woodbridge east, half hidden behind a
wilderness of weeds and with one or two of the ancient pear trees still towering above it, is
the ruinous old building of 1734, wherein the late Judge Charles Moran was born.

Returning to Jefferson avenue, little of historic interest, save an old mansion here and
there, presents itself until the Pontiac tree is reached, in the valley of Bloody brook, the last
visible memorial of the Indian massacre here wreaked by the great Ottawa chief and his
painted braves upon the English troops, July 31, 1763. Alas! that is no longer a surviving
memorial. Its partial decay was observed last year, and this spring it totally refused to put
forth buds and leaves. Its wood is already beginning to be worked up into souvenirs. A few
rods below, upon ground now deeply covered, stood one of the early mills, whose ruins,
Judge Campbell says, could still be seen forty to fifty years ago.

In Mount Elliott cemetery, a little off the avenue, the grave of Major Hamtramck may be
visited, and a mile or so beyond, near the river, at the southeast corner of the Wesson
place, with a grand old elm still dominating it, may be seen the quaint little dwelling built for
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him by one of the Chapotons in 1802, and where “The Frog on Horseback,” as Hamtramck
was called from his small size and singular appearance when riding, died the next year.

Upon the site of the present water works until lately stood one of the last of the old French
dwellings, known as the Van Avery or Chauvin house. It was built by Thomas Stewart
and Jean Limarre, in 1769, with a solidity and honesty that never failed to command the
admiration of visitors. The great pear trees near it, planted in 1790, were known as the
“Twelve Apostles.”

The traveler thence to Grosse Pointe will pass the scene of the terrible battle in which an
Indian tribe was almost annihilated in 1712, at Presque Isle, now Windmill Point, and will
find some old habitations at Grosse Pointe and about L'Anse Creuse, the little bay beyond.

94
[I.

The saunter along Jefferson avenue brought us to one or two points of antiquarian

interest at the crossing of Woodward. Only a square below this, at the southwest corner

of Woodbridge and Woodward, opposite the Mariner's church, is the first known site of the
Detroit postoffice, where Judge Abbott, who held the postmastership from 1806 to 1831,
dispensed for many years the hatfuls of letters and papers that made up the mail for the
settlement. The office afterwards occupied the first floor of a building on Mariner's church
corner. A few rods below this and seventy seven feet Atwater street, was the margin of the
river in the days preceding the improvements along a few blocks of the city front.

Walk now two squares up Woodward, turn to the right on Larnard one block, and view
with reverent regard the oldest church building, by far, left standing in the city, and still
occupied for religious purposes.* The present Ste. Anne's church, at least the fourth or
fifth of the name in Detroit, is lineal descendant of the little log-and-bark building whose
erection was begun by Cadillac's people within the stockade about Fort Pontchartrain the
second day after landing. The venerable stone pile at Larnard and Bates was commenced
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in 1817, but not finished till 1832, though occupied long before. The devoted Father
Richard, whose statue appears on the east front of the city hall, contributed his entire pay
as delegate in Congress towards its building. A Catholic cemetery of an acre's size was
located here in 1797, and in it the remains of Colonel Hamtramck first reposed. Along
here, between Bates and Randolph, Larned and Michigan Grand (now Cadillac Square),
the ground was perhaps fifty feet above the general level, forming the original “Piety Hill,” a
name since appropriated for a locality far up town, near Cass park.

* Ste. Anne's was demolished in the early summer of 1886.

A little north of Ste. Anne's, on the west side of Bates, near Congress, was the first
building, a very plain affair of twenty four by fifty feet, occupied by the University of
Michigan in 1817, and for a few years thereafter. Passing on to the southwest corner of
Randolph we are upon the site of the original Ste. Marie's hospital, opened by the Sisters
of Charity, June 9, 1845, in a much older log cabin; and, looking down to the northwest
corner of Jefferson and Randolph, we may see in our mind's eye the little one story brick
building which held the Detroit bank as long ago as 1806.

Facing now westward on Larned, our pedestrian may go on to Wayne, where, at the
northeast corner, flourished the Washington market from 1835 to 1852. At Nos. 164 and
166, between First and Second streets, stood, until 95 August, 1882, the strongly built
frame dwelling which Tradition affirmed to have been erected on the banks of the Detroit,
then but a little way to the southward, by Cadillac, for the chief of the Hurons, one hundred
and seventy nine years before. The whole ancient part of it, with its massive oak and pine
beams and sills, was in admirable condition when torn down to make way for the present
brick buildings.

Returning to Woodward and pausing on the west side of the aveune, we face the first
church row, and the only one ever erected in Detroit. On the northeast corner stood the
original Presbyterian church edifice, a rather stately one for its time, as may be seen by
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the picture of its burning, now hanging on the east wall of the public library. Next and

north of it was a little building of brick, occupied for a session room; beyond that the first
St. Paul's Episcopal church; and finally, on the other side of Congress, the Methodist
meeting-house of a generation ago. At an earlier day the Protestant cemetery of the petty
hamlet here included a part of the avenue in this locality, between Larned and Congress.
Above this, to the city limit, Woodward avenue presents little of historic interest. It is worthy
of notice, however, how closely the First Methodist church has clung to this avenue. Its
next building, torn down but a year or two since, stood on the southwest corner of State
and Woodward, and the superb edifice now occupied is just beyond the Grand Circus at
Woodward and Adams. The original building occupied by this society, but never dedicated,
| believe, was put up in 1834, only two squares west of Woodward, and was abandoned
because it was so far out “on the commons,” and difficult to reach in bad weather. It is now
occupied as a dwelling, at the southwest corner of Gratiot and Farrar. On the flat-iron lot
close by, upon which is the public library, long stood the county jail, which was succeeded
by the Clinton street prison. Opposite it, on the site of the First Presbyterian church, was
erected the gallows for the execution of the Indian, Kishkaukon, who defeated its purpose
by suicide in his cell. At Farmer and Gratiot stood the old Pontiac depot, removed in 1842
from the site of the first railway station in the city, at Dequindre and Jefferson where it

was established in 1838. About 1850 the cars coming down Gratiot avenue stopped upon
the opera house site, on the Campus Martius, which was finally abandoned for the Brush
street depot. The Central depot, for the ten years 1838-48, was on the site of the city hall,
the trains moving in and out on Michigan avenue.

Fort street, historically, is one of the most interesting of Detroit thoroughfares, as its
very name suggests. Near its western terminus, on the river bank, may be visited a well
preserved, though small, enclosure or fortification of the mound-builders. Upon and
near the ground now covered by Fort Wayne 96 were the copious natural fountains or
springs that gave the name to Spring-wells; and in the vicinity, several interesting burial
mounds could be seen forty or fifty years ago. Hereabout were pitched the wigwams of
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the Pottawatomie village, whose site was granted by the tribe to Robert Navarre, “son of
the scrivener,” one of the most notable of the early French residents. The Huron village
was on the Jones farm, now a long way within the city limits. Not far from Twenty fourth
street ran Knagg's creek, at the mouth of which, on the Detroit, stood his old red windmill,
erected in or before 1795, and remaining until this century was well advanced. The late
Mrs. Hamlin made it the scene of one of her entertaining “Legends of Le Detroit.” From this
shore it is worth while to cast a glance across to the spire of the Sandwich church, marking
the site of the Huron mission removed thither by Father Potier in 1747, upon the enforced
abandonment of the mission on Bois Blanc island.

At Fort and Fourteenth streets, on the northwest corner, may be observed with some
interest the venerable Piquette house, occupied in 1874 as the Little Sisters' Home for
aged poor. Three squares beyond, at the railway crossings, some traces are left of the
banks of Campau's Mill river, later Cabacier's and finally May's creek, which entered

the Detroit not far from the Central depot. The mill— a maulin banal , or public mill, in

the earliest times, for grinding grain—stood at this crossing. Precisely at Casa street we
strike the west line of the military cantonment attached to Fort Shelby in 1815, and at
Wayne the boundary of the fort itself. This was built in 1778 by the British troops under
their commandant here from whom it was originally named Fort Lernoult, and extended
from Wayne to a line about half way between Shelby and Griswold, and from Lafayette
nearly to Congress street, the glacis running well down to the bank of the Savoyard river.
During the war of 1812-15 its name was changed to Fort Shelby, in honor of the gallant
governor of Kentucky, who personally led his troops at the battle of the Thames. Fort and
Shelby streets, of course, derive their names from it. The stump of the flagstaff, a well kept
fragment of Norway pine, now in the public library, was dug up a few years ago, during
excavations for the cellar at the residence of the Hon. John Owen, No. 61 Fort street
west. The military cemetery was a little to the northwest, between Lafayette and, Michigan
avenues.
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Another fortification, but a petty circular affair of about forty feet diameters, with a parapet
ten feet high, was thrown up in 1806, in consequence of an Indian scare, far out in the
woods, near the northeast corner of Park and High affects, and was called Fort Croghan,
sometimes Fort Nonsense.

At the crossing of Fort and Griswold, on the northwest corner, one may 97 recognize the
old First Baptist church, now occupied for business purposes, Looking up Griswold we
see the old Territorial and first State Capitol of Michigan on State street, reconstructed to
its present shape as the high school building in 1875, three years after the city hall was
finished. Not far to the northwest of this, at No. 43 West Park, near Grand River, stood the
first building erected by the Detroit school board—a small wooden affair costing $540.

Pushing several blocks out on Fort Street east, between Rivard and Russell, on the south
side at No. 253, is the plain frame dwelling in which the young Lieut. Ulysses S. Grant
resided when stationed in Detroit, away back in the 40's. Returning by Congress street,
the house No. 185, between Hastings and St. Antoine, may attract attention as the place
of meeting between John Brown of Osawatomie and some of his Detroit sympathizers,
Dec. 12, 1859, before he made his ill starred attempt at Harper's Ferry. At the corner of
Beaubien is one of the old Beaubien homesteads, to the rear of which was removed, from
the site of Charles Busch's hardware store, the Dr. Brown house, one of those built next
after the fire of 1805. If the wanderer cares now to walk far enough up St. Antoine to reach
Elizabeth, he will find on the northwest corner another of the ancient Beaubien houses,
now occupied by the House of Providence.

Farmer's “History of Detroit” has been the chief source of information for these papers,
although free use has been made of Roberts' “sketches,” Mrs. Hamlin's “Legends” and
many other publications.— The Detroit News .

DETROIT IN 1838
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BY HENRY A. FORD

Materials for the study of Detroit fifty years ago do not abound, except in the memories of
a few living men. The directory system had yet reached scarcely any of the infant cities
west of the Alleghanies; and the paucity and brevity of local sketches in the newspapers
of those days afford but narrow 13 98 fields for investigation. Happily about the time when
the first tentative efforts were made to transform Michigan from a territory to a full fledged
state, it entered the intelligent brain of Mr. John T. Blois, teacher of the Detroit Latin and
English school, to compile a gazetteer of the incoming commonwealth, as a source of
accurate information at home and a guide to immigrants from abroad. The result appeared
early in 1839, in a neat 16 mo. volume of 418 pages, apparently printed in New York, and
published there by Robinson, Pratt & Co., in Detroit by Messrs. Sydney L. Rood & Co. A
few copies of this, in the original covers of figured blue cloth, still exist, and are unique and
invaluable relics of the early days of Michigan as a separate state.

Mr. Blois brings his statistics and other data, so nearly as he can, down to October,

1838. The stare had then provided for thirty nine counties, of which Arenac (but recently
organized). Barry, Sanilac, Gratiot, Montcalm, Isabella, Clinton. Gladwin. Oceana and
Midland were as yet unorganized. It was making rapid progress, however, and the
legislature, which was then charged with such business, had provided ar its last session
for the erection of seventy two townships. The population, at the close of 1837, numbered
175,000 (besides 7,91,4 Indians), against 87.278 in 1.834 and 32.538 in 1830. There were
but two chartered cities—Detroit and Monroe—and twenty three, incorporated villages. Of
the 56,451 square miles of territory only 25,636 had been surveyed, and the Indian title

to at least two thirds of the upper peninsula had not yet been extinguished. The northern
part of that region was still sometimes called “the Siberia of Michigan.” But in that and
other portions of the state a geological survey under the lamented Dr. Douglass Houghton
was progressing with excellent results, under an appropriation for three years of $12,000
per annum. The public lands were being sold at government offices in Detroit, Monroe,
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Kalamazoo, Flint and lonia. The era of wild speculation was not yet over, and under the
new banking law of the state forty five wildcat banks had been started between Aug. 15,
1837, and April 3, 1838, when an alarmed legislature put a stop to inflation of this kind.
Fifteen banks were already existing under older laws, and altogether had a nominal capital
of more than $10,000,000. Twenty four railroads, with a total length of 1,011 miles, had
received special charters, and three or four others, aggregating 591 miles, were provided
for under the internal improvement system of the state, which likewise contemplated
several canals and sundry river improvements. Five state roads or turnpikes had been
made, all pushing out from Detroit, and one of them, the Chicago road, being 254 miles
long. The whole state had but sixty eight mail routes, only three of these directly reaching
Detroit. The larger lake steamers, of 250 to 472 tons, numbered 99 but nineteen, and the
largest yet launched upon these inland seas was the “lllinois,” of 755 tons, built here. The
entire tonnage owned in the Detroit district in 1837 was but 6,994, against 995 in 1830.

The industries of the State were as yet light and comparatively unimportant. The estimated
value of the agricultural product of 1837, based in part upon the census of that year, gave
$2,114,366 for 1,691,499 bushels of wheat; $1,163,446 for oats; $1,319,045 for corn and
$36;573 for rye; making a total of $4,633,430. Neat stock was estimated at $4,480,500;
horses, $1,405,800; hogs. $1,636,425; sheep, $95,515; total, $7,617,240. Mining had
hardly yet begun. The Clinton salt works were going; Mt. Clemens had a glass factory and
was doing a little ship building, incomplete census returns in November, 1837, exhibited
433 saw mills, 114 grist mills, 23 carding machines, 12 cloth dressing establishments and
16 distilleries. The vast industrial development of Michigan was yet mainly in the future.

Wayne county at this time had 23,400 people, being little more populous than Washtenaw
with 21,817 and Oakland with 20,163; but apart from Lenawee, which had 14,540, it had
more than twice as many as any other in the state. Its only villages were “Dearbornville,”
which had about sixty families and the United States arsenal, just completed; Plymouth
(or “Plymouth Corners”), about 300 population; Northville and Flat Rock, about 250 each;
Redford “small,” and Gibraltar, fifteen to twenty families. Detroit had yet no suburb of
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Springwells, except as a farming settlement, and Hamtramck is set down as “three miles”
from the city. The Central railroad was running across the country as far as Ypsilanti; the
“Pontiac road” was in operation to Royal Oak, and the “railroad to Shelby” was in course
of construction. The depot was upon the Campus Martins, where the opera house now
stands. The county sent two senators and seven representatives to the state legislature.

Detroit was in 1838 not only “port of entry” and “seat of justice for Wayne county,” but
also “capital of the state of Michigan.” The state house, otherwise the county court house,
now built around by the high school building, is named as a “commodious edifice of

brick, constructed in the lonic order 90 feet by 60. The portico in front is supported by six
columns and the entablature at the sides by pilasters. The steeple, crowned with a dome,
is 140 feet high.” The view from this was thought to be exceeded by but two others in the
country, those from the state house in Boston and from St. Michael's church in Charleston.
On the 1st of January of that year the place had a population of 9,278 against 4,968 in
1834, 2,222 in 1830, 1,517 in 1828, 1,442 in 1826, 1,110 in 1820, and 770 in 1810. Thus
within a decade the population had once increased by 50 per cent, had once more than
100 doubled, and again nearly doubled. With very few exceptions all lived below the
Grand Circus, and along not more than a mile's front upon the river, “more or less densely
settled.” Most of the business was done on Jefferson avenue, but Woodward avenue

was “becoming of increased importance.” Atwater, “upon the river,” and Woodbridge,
“running parallel with it upon the declivity,” were “mostly occupied by stores and dealers

in the heavier articles of merchandise.” There were 4 banks with $2,250,000 capital, 27
dry goods, 25 grocery and provision, 14 hardware, 10 forwarding and commission, 8 drug,
7 clothing and 3 book stores, 8 silversmiths and jewelers, 27 lawyers, 22 physicians, 3
markets, 4 printing offices, issuing 4 weeklies (1 religious), 3 dailies, 1 tri-week]y and 1
educational monthly. The little city had also a Mechanics' hall, a theater, museum, circus,
public garden, and a number of federal and state offices. In manufacturing there were

3 iron foundries, 1 brass foundry, 2 breweries, an edge-stool and a sash factory, and “a
large steam saw mill.” Much wholesale trade was already done, one half to three fifths of
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all merchandise sold going to the interior. No great amount of any product was exported,
except fish. The fur trade had declined, although the American Fur company still kept

its agency here. Forty seven lake vessels of all kinds were owned in this city, with an
aggregate tonnage of 5,164. For their accommodation 5,900 feet of wharf had been made.
About three steamers and as many sail vessels arrived and departed daily. The steam
ferry to the Canada shore was running. Western emigration passing through afforded a
large source of profit, especially in the season of navigation.

The town was quite well and modernly built, nearly all the huts and cottages of the French
period having disappeared. Wooden buildings were much the more numerous; and as
many of them occupied leased grounds, the sight of houses in process of removal was
more common than now. The business quarter had several fine brick, blocks and the city
had “altogether a cheerful and comely appearance,” with “not a few outward indications
of high Cultivated taste and refinement.” The principal public buildings, besides the state
house or capitol, included the city hall on the Campus, a $20,000 brick structure, 100
feet by 50, with two stories and a basement, the lower story occupied for a market; St.
Paul's church, brick, with a 115 foot tower; the Baptist church, a plain affair at the corner
of Fort and Griswold; St. Anne's, still standing on Larned street, but then its two spires
were “in front,” and were backed by an octagonal dome 30 feet high; and the old Bank of
Michigan building, costing $40,000. There were eight church societies, two Catholic, one
colored, and one each of Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Methodists, Baptists, and German
Lutherans. The Catholics had 101 one and the Protestants another orphan asylum, the
latter in “a handsome two story brick edifice,” on the familiar site then “a mile and a half
above the city.” The public schools of the place were grouped in seven districts which
together had 4,355 children of school age. A branch of the state university was located
here. Three free schools were maintained by the ladies' free school society (Protestant),
specially for indigent children, who were furnished books and all needed supplies; and
others were the St. Clare English and German (Catholic) and the French female charity
schools. The chief private schools were the Detroit female seminary, in care of Prof. and
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Mrs. Wilson; the young ladies' institute, conducted by Mrs. Hector Scott and her daughters;
St. Clare's seminary and several schools for boys, taught by Profs. Blots, Mitchell and
Bacon. The state library, kept at the capitol, already numbered 1,900 volumes; the Detroit
young men's society had made a good beginning with 1,200; and there was also a
circulating library of about 1,000. The society named had been in existence for six years,
the historical society for about ten, the state literary institute was organized the same year,
and several other organizations of the kind had been made here.

The system of water supply demands a passing notice in closing. Steam power, forcing
water from the river, was giving but partial service, and a plan had been mooted to utilize
the current of the stream in generating a power for further use. This had been superseded,
however, by the works which stood until a quite recent day at the foot of Orleans street,
where the tall chimney may still be seen. This was then “the upper part of the city,” and

a brick tower was here being erected, sixty four feet in diameter and going to a height of
fifty feet above the river, supporting a cast iron reservoir twenty feet deep, with a capacity
of 425,000 gallons. Water was to be taken 450 feet from the shore and 6 feet below

the surface of the river, through a 12 inch pipe. A 25 horse power engine would do all

the work. One hundred fire hydrants were to be connected, each capable of throwing a
stream into the third story of any building in the city. The cost of this modest system was
estimated at $100,000 and it was to be finished in 1839.

The sewerage of the city was already pretty good; but the streets were mostly in primitive
condition, and bad in the spring and after hard rains. Paving with wood, however, had
hopefully begun.— Detroit Post and Tribune .

102
DETROIT NEARLY FIVE DECADES AGO.

There is possibly no greater pleasure reserved for old age than to take a retrospective
view of a life well spent, to mark the stepping stones to success in the past, and to be able
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to enjoy the fruition of well directed effort. The every day occurrence of a business man
receiving a telegram from Buffalo or Chicago, telephoning to his wife that he will not be

at home that night, and in a few hours arriving in one or the other of these cities, would
appear even more wonderful than the wildest story in the Arabian Nights to an inhabitant
of Detroit fifty years ago, if it were possible that he could be resurrected and made witness
of the uses of our modern improvements and discoveries. Strange as it would undoubtedly
seem to him of a half a century ago, yet the people of the present time have become so
accustomed to the new modes of living that there are already many young business men
who do not possess the faintest idea of what the lives, manners and customs of their
grandfathers and great-grandfathers were two generations ago.

Postmaster Codd has in his possession a work that reflects a great deal of the life of this
city when its population was less than 10.000. It is a “Directory of the City of Detroit with
its environs and register of Michigan for the year 1837.” It is a book of about 200 pages,
and professes to contain “a classification of the professions and principal trades in the city,
every information relative to officers of the municipal government, to public offices and
officers, to churches, associations and institutions, to shipping, steamboats, stages, &c.
Also, a list of the State and County Officers, &c., &c., by Julius P. Bolivar MacCabe.” It

is printed by William Hershe, father of Walter Hershe, present clerk of the United States
circuit court.

The first thirty six pages are given up to advertising, thus showing that there were many
shrewd business men here at that time. Among these advertisements may be found
much to amuse. One page announces that: “The Detroit Evening Spectator and Literary
Gazette is published on an imperial sheet, on Wednesday and Saturday evenings at

$4 per annum. Its first page is devoted to belles lettres and science; its second, to the
current news of the day, and editorial matter, comprising comments on passing events,
full reports on important public meetings, remarks on literary and moral subjects, etc.,
etc. The two remaining pages are devoted to advertisements.” At that early date the
city possessed a Detroit museum. It was situated on the corner of Jefferson avenue
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and Griswold street. By its advertisement “the public are respectfully informed that

this establishment has lately been fitted 103 up in a neat and elegant style, with many
additions and improvements. An entire new cosmorama has been erected with new and
splendid views. * * Phantasmagoria, and phantascopal illusions will be exhibited every
evening at 8 o'clock.”

“Capt. Charles Walsh would present his unfeigned thanks to the citizens of Detroit, and the
public, who have so kindly extended to him the very liberal patronage he has been favored
with at his establishment. He takes pleasure in stating that ‘The Shades’ has become a
resort for gentlemen such as he is exceedingly happy to wait upon, and flatters himself
that in time his unwearied endeavors to please will give his place the character he intends
it shall bear.” The “Capt.” does not state where his place of resort was located.

H. Vaughan, keeper of the “Franklin retreat,” begs leave to inform the public that he is now
receiving his winter supply of oysters, together with other delicacies of the season.” James
G. Crane & Co., hatters, announce the receipt of goods, “all of which will be sold low for
cash, and no growling.”

At the time this directory was published there were three banks here: The Bank of
Michigan, the oldest institution of the kind in the city, having a branch in Kalamazoo,
capital $100.000, with the privilege of increasing it to $250,000, in the bank and branch;
the Farmers and Mechanics' bank of Michigan, capital $100,000, and the Michigan State
bank, capital $100,000. In 1834 Detroit possessed only four wards and a population of
4.973 persons. Three years later there were 9.763 persons in Detroit. There were seven
churches, two of which were Catholic, one Episcopalian, one Presbyterian, one Methodist,
one Baptist, and one German Lutheran.

Under the heading of charitable institutions appears the following: “Wayne county hospital
and poorhouse—Fort Gratiot road, established in 18:12, under the direction of the Rev.
Mr. Kundig. This establishment is supported by a county cess. The average number of
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its inmates ranges from 25 to 10. Three ladies of the order of St. Clair superintend the
institution.” Of the orphan asylum it says: “This benevolent institution is situate on the

Fort Gratiot turnpike road, at a distance of two miles from the city. The number of children
left destitute by the ravages of cholera in 1832, suggested to the Rev. Mr. Kundig, R. C.
Clergyman, (who in the exercise of his ministry braved the dangers of this pestilence as he
walked through its ‘valley of death’) the necessity of then establishing this asylum.”

There were three markets. The city market, on the first floor of the city hall; the Berthelet,
at the corner of Randolph and Woodbridge streets, and the Washington, corner of Wayne
and Larned streets. In 1837 seven railroads 104 had been chartered to run into the city,
and two of them were at that time in the course of construction. They were the Detroit & St.
Joseph road, whose whole length was 196 miles, and the Pontiac and Detroit road.

The directory proper, containing the names of the residents of the city, is comprised in

38 pages, each page averaging 30 names. An appendix shows that Levi Cook was then
mayor, George Byrd city clerk, James A. Vandyke city attorney. Israel Noble is quoted as
sexton, and the city got along with three constables. H. V. Disbrow was chief engineer of
the fire department and there were five fire wardens for each of the five wards. A mayor's
court held by the mayor, recorder and aldermen, or any three of them, was held on the
second Monday in every month. Sheldon M'Knight was postmaster and Andrew Mack
collector. T. E. Tallman was county clerk, and the sheriff, John M. Wilson, was content with
two deputies.— Detroit News .

THE GLADWYN AND PONTIAC FABLE
BY HENRY A. FORD

“Edmund Kirke” (Mr. J. R. Gilmore) apparently accepts without question the old story of
Gladwyn and the Indian girl, and even furnishes it with a new picture, one truer to the
probabilities of such a scene than the elaborate painting of the late Mr. Stanley. The story
itself is familiar enough to all readers of western or aboriginal history, and need not be
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repeated. But, after passing almost unchallenged for nearly a century and a quatrter, it is
time to inquire whether the incident belongs to veritable history or to romance—whether
it has sufficient warrant in contemporary accounts, or took its origin in the legends and
traditions of the wild woods. This inquiry will justify the brief space we care to give to it.

The hero of this tale is Major Gladwyn, English commandant of Detroit and its
dependencies in the year of grace 1763, and for some time before and after. The attempt
of Pontiac and his watrriors to seize the fort and massacre 105 the garrison by an act of
treachery succeeding the present to Gladwyn in a particular manner of a belt of wampum
at the end of the great Ottawa's address, occurred May 7th of that year. The commander's
full official reports have never been reached in the search for authentic accounts of the
transaction; but, in a brief statement to his superior, Gen. Amherst, dated one week after
the attempt, he simply says: “On the 7th he (Pontiac) came, but | was luckily informed the
night before that he was coming to surprise us.” Not a word of Gladwyn's has ever been
discovered giving color to the tale that Pontiac's plan was disclosed to him by an Ojibwa
(Chippewa) mistress, or any other Indian girl.

Two months later, in early July, a private letter was written from Detroit which was
presently given publicity in the Newport (R. I.) Mercury for August 22, 1763. The writer
thus tersely tells the story: “The Ottawas and some of the Chippewas to the number of 300
came to the fort and held a treaty with Major Gladwyn, who had information the evening
before that the Indians were determined to fall upon and murder the officers and soldiers in
council, while they were to have parties at the different merchants' houses, to treat them in
the same manner,” etc.

Had there been valid ground for the tradition, it could hardly have failed to be noticed in
the famous “Pontiac Manuscript,” discovered in this city many years ago, the supposed
work of a French priest here at the time, and describing events with great particularity and
minuteness. If any Indian woman had visited Gladwyn with information of the attempt,
and the incident was known among the garrison, he too must have known it, and in his
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garrulous way would have recorded it. But he writes nothing of the kind—on the contrary
says “the plot was disclosed to Gladwyn by a man of the Ottaway tribe.” But he does say
further that the next day Pontiac sent four of his warriors from the Ottawa village (just
above the present site of Walkerville) to the Pottawatomie town (at Springwells, now the
west end of Detroit, near the fort) to seize an Ojibwa girl whom he suspected; that they
took her before Gladwyn but learned nothing from him to criminate her, and she was then
taken to Pontiac, who beat her severely with a kind of racket or Indian ball club. A similar
story was told long afterward by an old Indian to Henry Conner, the interpreter and trader,
son of the Moravian pioneer near Mt. Clemens, and very likely has some foundation in
fact, though it proves nothing for the historic truth of the woman's guilt.

No other contemporary letter, narrative, or official report has yet been found attributing
the betrayal of the plot to an Indian girl. The story has been given reputable currency,
chiefly by Mr. Parkman, the historian, who inserts it in much detail in his noble work on
“The Conspiracy of Pontiac.” 14 106 His immediate authority was a letter from the late
Henry R. Schoolcraft, who rested his statement not upon documentary evidence, but
upon the tradition related to him by Conner, including the death of the woman by falling
into a kettle of boiling maple sap. It had long before, however, been related and had got
into literature. Jonathan Carver heard it on his visit to the northwest six years after the
conspiracy, and embodied it in his book of travels. Other accounts are much later, but
are in their origin altogether traditional, though in several cases made by persons living
at the time of the treacherous attempt and subsequent siege under Pontiac. Pelletier, or
Peltier, a descendant of one of the two coureurs des bois found here by Cadillac in 1701
was then 17 years old; and he told it to Gen. Cass in 1824, sixty one years afterwards.
Maj. Thompson Maxwell, at Gen. Cass's request, dictated his reminiscences of the siege
to the late C. C. Trowbridge in 1821, fifty eight years after. He was an illiterate man, and
his relation is full of blunders. Other narratives given late in life by St. Aubin, Guoin, Mr.
Meloche, and others are evidently affected by the romance with which old age will clothe
the simplest occurrence of early days. In the total absence of any documentary evidence
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or contemporary statement it must be held that the story grew to its present proportions
and brilliancy from the mere suspicions of Pontiac and his brutal punishment of the Indian
girl which subsequently in the legends of the prisoners and the savages received its
variegated embellishments, that have lost nothing at the hands of successive historians.
Mrs. Sheldon in her history of Michigan says that a soldier at the fort named William
Tucker, who during captivity among the Indians had been adopted into a tribe, learned
the designs of Pontiac from his savage sister and disclosed them to Gladwyn. This is very
likely the correct version of the affair and the soldier's “sister” may plausibly enough have
been, the woman scourged by the haughty Pontiac.— Detroit Tribune .

107
THE OLD MORAVIAN MISSION AT MT. CLEMENS

BY HENRY A. FORD

One of the most obscure episodes in the annals of the northwest, so little noted that Judge
Cooley's recent history of Michigan (in the “American Commonwealth,” series) has not

the least reference to it, is, yet fraught with the highest interest to the reader of heroic and
daring deeds, undertaken for civilization and christianity. It illustrates grandly the devotion,
courage, endurance, and missionary enterprise of the Moravian brethren, who, next to the
indefatigable “black robes” were the first emissaries for Christ among the savages of the
new world.

The Unitas Fratrum , otherwise called the Moravian or Bohemian brethren, trace their
origin back of the Reformation to the time of John Huss. Early in the last century his
disciples were expelled from Bohemia and Moravia by their fierce persecutors. Among
their sympathizers in the neighboring state of Saxony was the noble Nicholaus Ludwig,
Count von Zinzendorf, the youthful son of a Saxon minister of state, and already eminent
for his piety. He admitted a small party of the Hussites to reside upon his estate, organized
them and the refugees and converts who joined them in considerable numbers into a
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church, and so became the founder of the Moravian brotherhood. Beginning to preach
the gospel he presently devoted his entire property and energies to the propagation of the
faith. In 1736 he was banished from Saxony, and five years later came to America and
established the Moravian church at Bethlehem, Pa., where its chief seat in this country
still remains. After nearly twenty years' service among the savages and the people of his
native land, to which he was allowed to return, he died upon his ancestral estate, May 9,
1760. He left more than 100 works of his authorship in prose and verse, some of which,
used as hymn books by the pious Moravians, are said to be characterized remarkably by
indecent figures and allusions.

No christian church, nor even the Roman Catholic, has been more distinguished for
zealous missionary spirit in the face of tremendous difficulties 108 than the Moravian.
From the Cape of Good Hope to Labrador and Greenland, and from the steppes of Asiatic
Russia to the deep forests of the new worlad, their mission stations have been planted
with astonishing success. From Bethlehem the missions, principally among the Delaware
Indians, were pushed rapidly westward into the tangled wilderness, during the latter half
of the eighteenth century, until in 1771 they paused for a time in the fertile valleys of the
Tuscarawas and the Muskingum. Here were founded stations of some permanence,
bearing the beautiful names of Schonbrunn, “The Shining Spring;” Lichtenau, “The Pasture
of Light;” Salem, “Peace.” and Gnadenhutten. “The Tents of Grace.” The last was a
favorite designation among the Moravians, no fewer than five of their American stations
bearing it, including that founded in Michigan.

In the Ohio country the founder and continuing head of the mission was the Rev. David
Zeisberger, for sixty two years a most devoted and energetic servant of the church among
the aborigines. He was born at the hamlet of Zauchtenthal, Moravia, April 11, 1721, and
ended a career of great usefulness in his 88th year, at Goshen, in the Tuscarawas valley.
He was the founder of New Gnadenhutten, near Mr. Clemens, Mich., and thus has place
among the heroes of our state history. His biographer, Bishop de Schweinitz, describes
him as of small figure, but well proportioned; his face pleasing and cheerful, but seamed
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by endless care and the exposures of his long life among the savages; his dress neat and
plain. He had become taciturn as an Indian, and often spoke in terms rather befitting the
council house than a christian church. This quality proved of eminent service to the patriot
cause at a Critical period of the revolution, and there was one eventful moment when the
single voice of Zeisberger, pleading successfully before the council of Delaware braves
against alliance with the British, possibly saved American independence. He had been
adopted into the tribe of the Onondagas by a name signifying “On the Pumpkin,” and had
great influence with most of the tribes which he encountered.

Upon the low bluff on the south side of the Clinton river (a century ago called the Huron),
a little outside the southwest corner of the corporation of Mr. Clemens, and only twenty
miles from Detroit, a slight depression in the open field a few rods from the residence of
Mr. Henry E. Steevens, and perhaps a few aged fruit trees, are the only visible memorials
of the Moravian occupation in Michigan. The history of the events precedent to the
settlement, of the settlement itself in July, 1782, and its abandonment four years after,
has many points of interest, but must be briefly told in these columns. Fortunately for
our narrative, however, as well as for the future historian, new and important light is

now thrown upon the record by the recent translation 109 and publication in two goodly
octavo volumes, of the diary of Zeisberger, which has lain in the original German and in
manuscript for nearly a hundred years. With the invaluable aid of this the story is newly
compiled.

During the revolutionary struggle the Delaware nation had suffered terribly from both sides
for their persistent neutrality. The christian Indians in the river valleys of Ohio lived directly
upon the war path traversed by the Wyandottes and other tribes in alliance with the British,
and the hardy borderers of Pennsylvania and Virginia; and so were between two fires.

In the fall of 1781, under orders from Detroit, the British headquarters in the northwest,
they were forcibly deported from their peaceful and prosperous villages and left utterly
destitute upon the Sandusky plains, from which they were forbidden to return. A winter of
awful cold and hunger had been passed in a wretched cluster of huts a few miles below
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the present Upper Sandusky, and when, in March following, a hundred of the miserable
exiles had been allowed to go back to their towns to gather the standing corn, they were
seized, brutally murdered and scalped by a party of frontiersmen, who wrongly held them
responsible for some of the fresh atrocities in the settlements. The feeble remainder had
been peeled and plundered, persecuted and threatened, scattered like partridges upon
the mountains. Zeisberger and his pious associates were stripped of even the clothes they
wore; and several months after, when summoned to Detroit, they were still in a state of
abject raggedness and destitution.

It was in October, 1781, that the British commandant at Detroit, Major De Peyster, of
generally happy memory, sent for the missionaries in Ohio to answer before him the
charges made against them of sympathy and complicity with the American cause. The
summons was answered by Zeisberger, Heckewelder, Sensemann, and Edwards, with
five of the christian Delawares, The second of these, although not so long in the service as
Zeisberger, became the most famous of the Moravians in America, partly by his writings
on the Indians, which are still highly esteemed, and partly from his superior qualities. The
historian Hildreth says: “In disposition he was like the Apostle John, while his companion,
Zeisberger, partook of the spirit of St. Paul.” He was English born, but son of a German
refugee, and died at Bethlehem Jan. 31, 1823, aged 80 years. Although much associated
with Zeisberger in Ohio and elsewhere, he was not a founder of the mission on the Clinton,
but several times visited and labored there, and should have honorable mention in the
story of its brief career.

The little party was but poorly equipped for the journey to Detroit, and had a painful

time struggling on horseback through “the deep swamps and troublesome waters” of
northwestern Ohio. Somewhere near the present 110 site of Toledo Zeisberger records:
“We met today, as indeed every day as far as Detroit, a multitude of Indians of various
nations, who were all bringing from Detroit horse loads of wares and gifts, and in such
number that one would think they must have emptied all Detroit.” Arriving at the River
Rouge, which he calls the “Rush,” they could not get over for want of a boat, and “had to
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pass the night three miles from the city, under the open heaven, but had nothing more to
eat. We could see very plainly,” he adds, “the city and the whole country round about, on
both sides the river, which is about a mile wide.” The next day they crossed in a canoe,
and “came at once to Detroit, after we had first passed through the settlement this side

of the city, which is thinly settled, and is built like a village along the river.” They were at
first rather cavalierly received by De Peyster, but after considerable detention and much
guestioning, were fairly vindicated, when his demeanor changed, they were kindly treated
and allowed to return to their Indians on the Sandusky. Zeisberger's diary, however,

does not quite bear out the tale usually told of absolutely cruel and oppressive treatment
accorded them there. He speaks always well of De Peyster, to whom the mission on the
Clinton was afterwards much indebted. His notes of the visit and of a brief residence

here the next year, awaiting the arrival of the christian Indians, include many interesting
memoranda of the Detroit of more than a century ago. A minor problem of local history

is solved by his mention of “Yankee hall,” a building near the fort, so called from the
occupation by the American prisoners brought in by the Indians. This has heretofore
been known in our local literature only by the corrupted name of “Jakey hall.” Mention is
made of “the palisades in the shipyard,” which lay near the foot of Woodward avenue.
Long afterwards, upon a Lake Erie island, Zeisberger observed “much red cedar timber,”
guantities of which were taken to Detroit for ship building. The “upper end of Germantown,”
a locality in or near Detroit, not yet identified, was the scene of the baptism of four children
by the missionary,

The missionaries received a fraternal call from the French priest (Father Peter Simple),
“quite an old man, with whom, however, we could not speak, for he knew no English.”

In various parts of the diary, Detroit morals receive but doubtful compliments, as the
following: “It is wonderful here, and pleasant, if any one is found who shows a desire

for God's word, for the place here is like Sodom, where all sins are committed.” The
merchants reported of the christian Indians “that they have paid their debts to the last
penny, saying it could well enough be seen that they were an honorable people, and better
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than all the inhabitants around Detroit, who do not like to pay their debts, and add thereto.”
Many well known or totally unknown citizens of Detroit 111 at that time come into the
narrative, as Elias Schmidt (baptized by Zeisberger, June 23, 1782), Isaac Williams, the
Indian trader, and his companion, Cassedy “Homes” and his wife, “some gentle people,”
who went in sleighs over the ice on the lake to visit the mission, McKee and Elliot, the
famous (or infamous) British agents and traders, a “merchant from Detroit,” who had his
two children baptized respectively John and Mary, and others. “A man by the name of
Halse” was found living near the mouth of the Detroit river, whose child Heckewelder
baptized. Baptisms had been conducted here, it seems, with considerable looseness: “As
there is no ordained preacher of the Protestant church in Detroit, the justice baptizes the
children also, or the commandant, if it be asked of him; but to many this is not satisfactory,
and they are scrupulous about it.” Hence the Moravians are often resorted to for this
ordinance, and occasionally for marriage.

A period of great scarcity of food in Detroit is noticed July 18, 1784. One of the Indians
had just returned to the mission and reported “nothing to be had for cash. With his own
eyes he saw a Spanish dollar offered a baker for a pound of bread and refused. A hundred
weight of flour costs £7 13s, and is not to be had.” At another time, the same summer, two
Frenchmen from Detroit brought word that “in the settlement there is a very bad outlook.
They said that most people there had no bread and lived from the weeds they cooked and

eat.

March 1, 1782, another summons was received by Zeisberger and his companions on
the Sandusky, this time that “the teachers and their families” should be brought to Detroit.
It was now the intention of De Peyster, whose mind had again been poisoned by the
Wyandottes, to keep the missionaries here or send them away to Bethlehem; but after a
time he consented that they should found a new mission station in the vicinity of Detroit,
and send for their christian Indians. Under the depressing influences of another removal,
but particularly of the horrible massacre of their brethren and sisters on the 7th and 8th
of March, in the Tuscarawas valley, the Delawares slowly arrived, and on the 20th of July
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Zeisberger and John G. Jungmann, with their wives, Wm. Edwards and Michael Young,
who were unmarried, and four Indian families, in all but twenty five persons, set out in

a sail boat for the Clinton river, on whose banks, at the site already indicated, a small
tract for a mission had been procured from the Chippewas. “Three miles from the city we
came to an island where we took aboard our two pilots, who were to conduct us to the
appointed place.” It was evening of the next day before the devious windings of the little
river had been traversed for a few miles, and the destined point reached. Here, among
much excellent forest, the diarist noted “wild cherry trees, which had a fine red wood, of
which in 112 Detroit the most beautiful cabinet work is made.” The place was evidently
the site of an old Indian town, of which many “corn holes” and other indications were
observed.

Religious services were held the same evening around the bivouac fire, for which the
Moravian text of the day seemed specially fitting: “For ye shall go out with joy and be led
forth with peace.” Tents were pitched, but in a few days huts were erected, which in due
time became substantial cabins. Only two rows were built, one on each side of a street,
“full four rods wide,” each lot having a front of three rods or fifty feet, very nearly. Accounts
vary as to the number ultimately erected, from twenty to thirty. A rude chapel, not much
larger than the other buildings, was first occupied on the 5th of November. There was no
blockhouse or stockade, but the little church was slightly fortified.

This Moravian station appears to have existed during several months of its short life,
without a name. It is not mentioned by Zeisberger by the favorite name of Gnadenhutten
until Sept. 4, 1783, and it was not until Loskiel wrote his history of the Moravian missions
that it received the designation by which it has since been known as New Gnadenhutten.
The settlement was founded under auspices that well entitled it to be called “Tents of
Grace.” Everybody at first was kind. Major De Peyster had supplied the infant colony with
unusual liberality. “He said,” Zeisberger wrote, “we must not think he had put us where we
must suffer want; he wished to supply both us and our Indians with food until we ourselves
had a harvest and could supply ourselves.” In a single issue from the government stores
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he provisioned the colony for six months. Shortly after this De Peyster was superseded by
“the Lord George Hay,” as Zeisberger in his simplicity calls him, who was also favorable

to the mission, and showed it many kindnesses. The diary enables us to fix almost to a
day the time of Governor Hay's death, which occurerd here, since by these memoranda he
was buried Aug. 2, 1785.

The merchants of Detroit were similiarly hospitable. “When we came into the city we were
welcomed everywhere, people were glad to see us, gave us good wishes and showed
themselves serviceable to us. There were some people who offered us on credit or upon
payment to provide our Indians for fishing, with flour, corn and all materials in the winter
when the lakes were frozen—an important matter for us, and one that always interested
us.” Hunting and fishing in the vicinity of the village were excellent, and the second
summer their humble crops began to be available. The characteristic feebleness of Indian
agriculture, however, had not greatly improved under the influence of the missionaries,
and but twenty five to thirty acres had been improved when the station was broken up.

113

Besides their modest husbandry, the hunting and fishing, sugar making in the season,
and frequent religions service at all times of the year, the Indians made canoes, baskets,
brooms, bowls, ladles and other simple articles, for which ready market was found in
Detroit. A salt lick was found somewhere in the back country, from which the Indians
returned, “having boiled a good lot of excellent salt, which is just the thing for them,

salt being here a scarce thing.” In the spring of 1783 “some Indian brethren went to the
mouth of the river to help block out his house for a white man, who wishes to settle there
and invited them "the first note, we believe, of civilized settlement in Macomb county,
elsewhere than at New Gnadenhutten. As before hinted, visits of Detroiters to the mission
were frequent.

December 19, 1785, some of the Indian brethren went “to lay out and make a new and
straight road to Detroit.” This, when finished, became the famous “Moravian road,” the first
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wagonway made in the interior of Michigan. It was “twenty three and one half miles from
our town to Detroit, straight through the bush.”

The annals of the four years at New Gnadenhutten are comparatively uneventful. The
winter of 1783—4 was terribly severe. The “gentle people” from Detroit who visited the
station January 10th, “simply to see our town.” reported “that by the thermometer it has not
been so cold for twenty eight years as it is now, it being seven degrees lower than in the
whole time.” On the 24th. Zeisberger makes entry: “This week it snowed several days in
succession, and the snow was now three feet deep, so that it was hard to get firewood.”
And a few, days later: “It has snowed nearly every day, and the snow gets ever deeper.
Our Indian brethren, about whom we are most anxious, and distressed, have many of
them, nothing more to eat. * * * No one had thought there would be such a winter. Old
settlers in Detroit say that as long as they have lived there the snow has never been so
deep.” Within three days, however, by the help of snow shoes, more than a hundred deer
were shot, which removed all the present fear of famine. But the streams were frozen
hard, and out upon the lake, a mile from the shore, the ice was three feet two inches thick,
and did not go out till May. The snow was finally five feet deep, and remained till late in the
spring. Most of the season was spent in a struggle for comfort, if not for life.

The mission grew only by natural increase and the immigration of christian Delawares
formerly in Zeisberger's flock. It was started, we have seen, with but nineteen Indian souls,
including children. On Christmas, 1782, he writes: “There were together fifty three of us,
white and brown.” Many of the converts came from the Shawanese towns in Ohio the

next May, and in his last entry for the year he says: “Twenty six brethern have this year
114 been absolved and sixteen redadmitted to the holy communion.” Natural increase in
1783 did not quite keep pace with death—five against six. Among the births was Susanna,
daughter of Richard Conner, born Dec. 16th, and baptized the Sunday following.

But one new communicant was received in 1784. one woman baptized, eight children
born, three couples married, two adults died. At the end of 1785, the last entire year spent
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at New Gnadenhutten, Zeisberger was able to record only the baptism of two adult women
and two girls, as many persons admitted to the communion, one child dead during the
year. “The inhabitants here on the Huron [Clinton] river are 117 Indian souls.” There were
probably no more when the removal occurred, less than four months afterwards.

No impression whatever had been made upon the heathen Chippewas, none of whose
villages were in their vicinity. Friendly relations were maintained, and there is no account
of Indian alarm at the settlement, a remarkable thing for a pioneer town. But when the
Chippewas heard that the war of the revolution had closed, and the chief claiming the

land on the river had died, they began to suggest the removal of the mission whose heads
were formally warned by a deputation of the heathen in the middle or January, 1786. A few
weeks afterwards they were advised by the governor of Detroit to comply with the wishes
of those whose hospitality they had so far peacefully enjoyed and on Thursday, the 20th
of April, the congregation betook itself to the chapel for the last time, and, after solemn
service of thanksgiving, loaded their canoes, and in the afternoon paddled sorrowfully
down the river. At Detroit they took two sailing vessels for the Cuyahoga, upon whose
banks they settled in poor shape for a time, and, after some further wanderings, a remnant
of them finally located at Fairfield, a few miles beyond Chatham, Canada, and near the
battle field of the Thames, where Tecumseh was killed. Their improvements on the Clinton
were purchased by Maj. Ancrum, the British commandant at Detroit, and John Askin, the
trader, for a total sum of $450. Some of the cabins were occupied by tenants for a number
of years, but all long since disappeared, leaving no trace except the cellar of Richard
Conner, indicated near the beginning of this narrative.

“None of us all remained behind,” says Zeisberger, “save Conner's family, who himself
knew not whether to go nor what to do.” He was the sole Moravian layman who had been
allowed to settle there. Richard Conner (originally O'Conner) was a native of Ireland, but
had migrated from Maryland to the wilderness west and married a white girl who had
been a captive among the Shawanese. After Lord Dunmore's campaign against the Ohio
Indians (1764), they settled in Pittsburg, but went to the Moravian town of Schonbrunn to
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seek their son, who was now himself a captive. Here they so 115 commended themselves
that, against Moravian usage, they were permitted to remain. June 14, 1782, they followed
the missionaries to Detroit in a ship from Sandusky “on account of the unrest caused by
war,” but did not go to the mission till the last of March, 1783. The rest of Conner's life
was spent at the Moravian site, where he died April 17, 1808. He left four sons, James,
John, William, and Henry, who became somewhat notable in the pioneer days of eastern
Michigan, and are well remembered by a few of the old citizens of Detroit. The last named,
called Wah-be-sken-dip by the Indians, was renowned for his great strength, and was a
superior interpreter and trader among the savages. He fought with Harrison in the battle of
the Thames, and was present at the death of Tecumseh. Richard Conner's only daughter,
Susanna, was born at the mission Dec. 16, 1837, the first child of white parents born within
the limits of the present Macomb county. She married the late Judge Elisha Harrington,
whose farm covered the site of the old mission. A part of the tract was subdivided in 1837,
during the internal improvement mania, to form the village at the beginning of the, Clinton
& Kalamazoo canal, at first called Casino, but later known as Frederick. A few ruinous
houses are all that now remain of it.— Detroit Tribune .

WATERTOWN THIRTY YEARS AGO
[TUSCOLA COUNTY]

The following paper was read by the Hon. Enos Goodrich of Watertown, at the pioneer
picnic at Mayville, August 21, 1884

The year 1854 was one long to be remembered in the early history of northern Michigan,
for it was in that year that the passage of what was known as the “Graduation Law” gave
an impetus to settlement such as the state had not known since the speculating days of
1836. Steadily but very slowly had been the march of improvement for the intervening
eighteen years. Many of the wild lands of Michigan had been in market from twenty to forty
years without a purchaser. This state of facts, not only in Michigan, but in other frontier
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states, prompted Congress, in the year 1854 to reduce the price of all lands having been
in the market twenty years or over, down to prices from one dollar to twelve and one half
cents an acre, according to a graduated scale, governed by the time they had been in
market. This act was intended 116 for the benefit of actual settlers, but like most other
benevolent acts it was in many cases perverted to purposes of speculating. Nevertheless
there is no doubt but it resulted in actual benefit to the country.

At the time of the passage of the “Graduation Law” about three quarters of the lands
of Watertown were still the property of the government, and the portions that had been
located were almost exclusively taken for the timber.

The speculating epoch of “wildcat days,” which ran wild over the southern counties, had
just dipped over the border and taken three small tracts in Watertown near North lake.

On the 19th day of December, 1836, Calvin C. Waller, had made a small entry of land on
sections 32 and 33, and the 23d day of January, 1837, Alva Bishop invaded the township
by making a location on 33. But who Calvin C. Waller and Alva Bishop may have been are
facts not known to the writer. Whether they have gone to join the majority of the pioneers
of that early period in the better land, or still live in other climes must remain for others to
tell. And now the wilds of Watertown enjoy a long season of unbroken repose, until John
McCartney invades the very heart of the township by a location on section 21 under the
date of October 18, 1851. During the next succeeding three years quite extensive tracts of
land were located for their timber. Principal among the locators are the names of Chester
Baxter, who, | think, was a Vermonter, and Royal C. Remmick and Enoch J. White, both
citizens of Michigan, both widely and favorably known to our early pioneers, and both of
whom, after a long and successful career, have years ago passed from the scenes of
earth. Of those who purchased lands in Watertown, not far from thirty years ago, | present
an imperfect list of such as are known to be living and such as are known to have passed
away.
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Among the living are Nathaniel M. Berry, Charles Dickinson, Joseph Colling, Thomas
Duncan, James Docherty, Samuel P. McNeil. Franklin Wright, James McCartney,

Jacob W. Brown, Patrick O'Neil Nathan Potter, Nathan N. Wilson, Thetford; Edward H.
Thompson, Flint; John H. Markell, James H. C. Blades, Fenton; Jasper Johnson, Curtiss
Coffeen, Samuel Salein, Oakland Co.; James L. Cain, Enos Goodrich. Among those
known to have passed away we have to record the names of George Turner, Ira S. Begel,
Alphant J. Glynn, Charles Merrill, Benjamine Decker, Samuel McNeil, Amos L. Hinney, Ira
Davenport, Merrill Henry.

In looking back over the past thirty years it is almost wonderful to note the very large
percentage of early pioneers who have been spared through the vicissitudes of life,

to assist in pushing on the grand work of improvement, and who, like the old guard of
Napoleon. can still stand side by side and 117 answer to the roll call of Watertown's

early founders. But who can say how long the list | have presented to-day will remain
unbroken. As the Hon. Andrew Parsons said to us when he dismissed the senate of 1835,
“It is not probable that we shall all meet again in time.” Were it within the province of my
subject | might here waft away your thoughts to the untrodden regions of the future, in
imagination contemplative of what Watertown is destined yet to be, but my theme leads
me to linger with the past. But before passing from this stage of the subject it is meet that
we should pay a passing tribute to the memory of two of Watertown's old settlers, who
within the past few weeks have been suddenly called away from the scene of their earthly
labors. Benjamin Sperry and Henry E. Chaplain, though not among Watertown's very
earliest settlers, may justly be classed among its pioneers. It must be at least a quarter

of a century since these two men sat down among us and united their labors with ours

in pushing forward the work of improvement. And nobly and manfully did they do their
work, closing their labors only with the closing hour of their lives. One day early in July
just passed, | was driving from Fostoria to this village, and met Mr. Sperry, also driving his
team; he seemed hale and vigorous, cheerful and active as | had known him in the years
of the past. It was the last time | ever saw his honest face; perhaps in less than an hour
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from that moment, in returning homeward, near the spot where | met him, his team took
fright and dashed him to death. Scarcely had the startling news died away, when it was
heralded that old Mr. Chaplain, while in the act of carrying a pail of water had dropped
down dead; “Heart disease” was the verdict, though why should we wonder that after 84
years of active service the wheels of life should at last stand still. Thus the earthly career
of two of Watertown's most respected pioneers.

How often do we see the world run wild over some military chieftain, whose only merit is
that he has steeped the earth in the blood of his fellow beings, In this connection let us call
to mind the language of the poet:

“A wit's a feather and a chief's a rod, An honest man's the noblest work of God.”

But | must return to linger a little while with our primeval forests. Thirty years ago to-day
there was not a white settler in Watertown. From one extremity to the other it was clad in
a garb of almost the heaviest timber that | ever saw. Here grew the beech in the greatest
perfection | ever saw it in any country. Here too were found the different varieties of maple
in perfection. Oak was not abundant, but the rock elm and the linden or basswood were
abundant, and of the finest quality. On interval lands the black ash and the American elm
towered side by side in nature's grandest form. 118 Here, too, the poet Burns might have
embraced his “Highland Mary” beneath the “Gay Green Burk” (or birch), but the “Hawthorn
Blossom” was rarely if ever found. A few swamps of cedar of the most impenetrable
character made a safe home for the owl, the wolf, and the wildcat. Along the gentle
hillsides the dark green hemlock cast its sombre shadow—while towering high over all
waved and murmured the green branches of the magnificent pine. | will not stop to weary
you with details of height, diameter, and circumference, but will say that during a lifetime
spent largely in the midst of pine timber | have seldom if ever seen the pine of Watertown
equaled, and certainly never surpassed.

Historical Collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society ... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 10 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298¢



Library of Congress

Why is it that the denizen of the forest loves his toil? Why is it that he shrinks from no
hardships and murmurs at no privation? It is that he is brought in daily and hourly contact
with the scenery of nature where he imbibes

“Health in the gale and freshness on the stream.”

He takes the blessings of nature from the fountain head. The late William S. Patrick, of
Flint, widely and well known as an adroit and accomplished woodsman, once assured
me that “he never in his life spent a long day in the woods.” Beguiled by the presence of
the ever varying works of God the forest dweller drinks in inspiration from the works of
nature by which he is surrounded. The poet Armstrong in speaking of the atmosphere of
the crowded city says:

“It is not air That from a thousand lungs wreaks back to thine.”

The blind poet Ossian, when reclining on the mossy banks of his native highland, drank in
inspiration from “the sounding woods of Garmallar,” which gave to his wild, weird songs a
freshness that will go with them while poetry shall be read and time shall endure.

But to return. It was thirty years ago the 20th of last April when Marcus Tetesouth, Alfred
Fox and myself left our camps in Millington, and with our packs and equipage climbed the
rugged hills and threaded the ravines along the section line west of Watertown center.
That night we slept in an Indian wigwam on section 21, and near the line now dividing the
farms of Mr. Hoyle and Didymer Johnson. Our next night we slept on the north bank of
EIm creek, a little below the Fostoria brick yard, on land now owned by Linus Hart. But why
pursue our journey further, now that my comrades are gone. For the past twenty seven
years Alfred Fox has slept in the Goodrich cemetery, and Marcus Tetesouth has reposed
in the Millington cemetery for a dozen years at least. My own wanderings have been long
and weary to bring me here in your presence to-day.
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It was late in September 1854, when in company with Nathaniel M. Berry, the first settler
of Watertown, and nearly a dozen other adventurers | came clambering and blundering
through windfalls and cedar swamps, from the old Farrell saw mill in Marathon to the
guarter post between sections 26 and 25, and one half mile west from the present village
of Fostoria. Several of the company after making choice selections of land left them never
more to return, with a solemn conviction that town 10 north, range 9 east, was too far from
paradise; and of the whole company Squire Berry was the only one that ever perfected
his claim and made a home of it, myself excepted. Between that late September evening
and the close of the year, so far as the best date can be gathered, there was but one more
actual settlement perfected in Watertown and that by a genius known as “Trait Crosby,”
who staked his claim where Henry Kincaid now lives, on the southeast corner of section
25, one mile east of Fostoria. He remained but a short time and like the wind that “bloweth
where it listeth,” no one knew when e'er he came or whither he went.

Several cabins were erected in October. Franklin Wright and Alphant Glynn who came
together from Ohio, and Samuel McNeil and his son “Perry” from Genesee county in this
state, were among the very first beginners, but their cabins remained empty until the
following spring. The advent of 1855 brought with it a swarm of settlers and from that
period onward Watertown has been getting out of the woods. If her citizens are worthy
of their opportunity, health and prosperity, wealth and happiness lie along their future
pathway. As to myself, | feel that my earthly journey is drawing to its close. One week ago
last Monday | passed my seventy first mile stone. My life was begun and my youth spent
in the wilds of western New York. Emigrating to Michigan in 1836. when it was a territory,
the years of my mature manhood were spent in the county of Genesee, and for the last
guarter of a century | have looked upon Watertown as my home. And as | look back over
my past life my greatest satisfaction is derived from thought that | have helped to cause
the wilderness of three new counties “to bud and blossom as the rose,” and my greatest
regrets for the future arise from the fact that it is not for me to settle and improve a few
more counties.
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THE SCHOONER MINK, AND OTHER ITEMS

BY EPHRAIM S. WILLIAMS, OF FLINT

In a former article, where | spoke of our family (the family of Oliver Williams) coming to
Detroit in the autumn of 1815 on board of the schooner Mink, | overlooked an incident
relating to the Mink that | think should not be passed by.

The schooner Mink (report said) was built upon Lake Superior, by the Hudson Bay
company, for the transportation of their goods and furs up and down that lake. The Mink,
by accident or otherwise, ran the rapids of the Sault Ste. Marie safely, and for many years
ran on the lower lakes. | remember hearing it said that she was driven down the Sault river
in a gale of wind. It seems impossible, when one stands and sees the Indians run those
rapids, with their canoes, requiring the greatest skill to clear the rocks in safety, yet the
schooner Mink made the trip without touching a rock. Perhaps no other animal but a “Mink”
could have succeeded as well, being a water animal. | must say we thought very poorly

of her as a passenger vessel in 1815, for her accommodations were very poor indeed;

the cabin was only four or five feet high and we could not stand upright in it, and the bilge
water scented the cabin awfully, so bad that the family camped on the deck under a tent
made with sails that the captain was kind enough to furnish us.

In the days when the Pontiac railroad was run (or walked) by a single horse, there was
an old couple who took passage from Pontiac for Detroit. Mr. Alfred Williams, called Salt
Williams, was on board the train. The old lady became fatigued and, addressing Mr.
Williams, not knowing he was one of the proprietors of the road, she remarked that they
went very slow